Romans Class 3
Notes for St. Paul's Epistle to the Romans Chapters 5-6
by Fr. H. Linsinbigler

Romans Chapter and Verse:

5.1  Notice here that St. Paul says "were are justified by faith," not "justified by faith alone" as protestant reformers have added.  This justification, or being made righteous and being counted among the just, brings "peace with God," our access to this grace being granted through the Lord Jesus (5.2). 

5.3-5 This helps us see why God created Adam and Eve, and why He created them in His image with free will when he knew they would fall.  Because the ephemeral can be used for the good.  For where sin abounds, grace abounds that much more.  How? St. Paul explains (and this we observe to be true), that suffering produces endurance, which in turn produces character, which produces godly hope, which is one of the three Theological virtues "faith hope and love abide." 

5.9-11  "Are you saved."  St. Paul answers in a twofold manner: with stages "Yes" and thus also "we're getting there."  For "we are now justified" and "much more shall be be saved from the wrath of God" on that last day so long as we do not turn away.  We have both "received our reconciliation" and "have now received the atonement" and in the general resurrection "we shall be saved by his life," by His Resurrection.  Are you a sinner or a saint?  The faithful are in the process of salvation.  We are holy inasmuch as we are a member of the body of the Holy One, and yet as individuals we do sin, and yet we are not subject to sin as a whole even though we still have sins that we commit and struggle with.  
   We're saved in that we are in communion with the Saints in the Church and we abide Mysteriously in Him.  But not necessarily saved in the permanent sense until the last day when all things shall be solidified, when mankind has together reached its maturity process of full deification by having fully deified sould united to deified Spirit, which to some will mean Heaven and to others it will mean hell.  In the general resurrection, Heaven is being placed in a position in which we are face to face with God and each other, whereas hell is the having placed oneself back to back, having put up a permanent chasm of the hard heart which has no love or want for God or man.
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   St. John Chrysostom says in Homily 9 of Romans that "what he [i.e. St. Paul] has said [here] looks indeed like tautology [i.e. needless repetition], but it is not to any one who accurately attends to it.  Consider then.  He wishes to give them resons for confidence respecting things to come.  And first he gives them a sense of shame from the righteous man's decision, when he says, that he also 'was fully persuaded that what God had promised He was able also to perform;' and next from the grace that was given; then from the tribulation, as sufficing to lead us into hopes, and agian from the Spirit whom we have already received...And...what he mentioned as one thing...is discovered to be two, three, and even many more."  Thus the "layers" of meaning in any one statement.  There are many levels of truth in any one theological statement.  This truth, however, is what has been handed down through the ages.  God gave it to them in times of old, and we have these many layers here to rediscover and find new applications for in our own day.  For all of this is ancient, but at the same time always new in Christ.

5.11  St. John Chrysostom says in Homily 9 of Romans about this passage: 
   "What does he mean by 'not only so?' Not only were we saved, he means, but we even have great joy for this very reason, for which some suppose we should hide or faces...for it was not by angels or archangels, but by His Only-begotten Son Himself, that He saved us.  And so the fact of His saving us, and saving us too when we were in such plight, and doing it by means of His Only-begotten, and not just by His Only-begotten, but by His Blood, weaves for us endless crowns to glory in.  For there is not anyting that counts so much in the way of glory and confidence, as the being treated as friends by God ,and finding a Friend in Him that loves us.  This it is that makes the angels glorious, and the principalities and powers.  This is greater than the Kingdom, and so Paul placed it above the Kingdom.  For this also I count the incorporeal powers blessed, because they love Him, and in all things obey Him."
   St. John continues:  "Let us then emulate the powers above, and desire not only to stand near the throne, but of having Him dwelling within us Who sits upon the Throne.   He loved us when we hated Him, and also continuously loves us.  'For He makes His sun to rise on the evil and on the good and sends rain on the just and on the unjust' (Mat. 5.45).  As then He loves us, you should also love Him.  For He is our Friend.  And how is it, some will say, that one who is our Friend threatens hell, and punishment, and vengeance?  It is owing to His living us alone.  For all He does and is busied with, is with a view to strike out your wickedness, and to refrain with fear, as with a kind of bridle, your inclinableness to the worse side, and by blessings na dby pains recovering you from your downward course, and leading you up to Him, and keeping you from all vice, which is worse [suffering] than hell."  

5.12  Of course, this passage brings up the issue of what theologically is known as original or ancestral sin.  What does this passage mean, and what does it tell us about issues such as original sin (esp. 'all have sinned')?  St. John Chrysostom explains this passage as follows:  "After having said that we were justified, and having shown it from the Patriarch, and from the Spirit, and from the dying of Christ (for He would not have died unless He intended to justify), he next confirms from other sources also what he had at such length demonstrated.  And he confirms his proposition from things opposite, that is, from death and sin.  How, and in what way?  He enquires from what source death came in, and how it prevailed.  How then did death come in and prevail?  'Through the sin of one."  But what means, "for that all have sinned?;  This; he having once fallen, even they that had not eaten of the tree did from him [Adam], all of them, become mortal" (Homily 10 on Romans).  

   The state of mortality, then, is original sin, the penalty built in.  As St. Cyril of Alexandria has written: "Choosing death rather than remaining in obedient union with God is the sin of Adam, and mortality the penalty for it...mortality is the satisfactory penalty for the sin of Adam, but what each of us do subsequently increases the penalty" (On the Incarnation of the Only Begotten).  But as St. Nicholas Cabasalis reminds us, that even though we call it a penalty (as does he), death and pain were permitted to be passed on "not so much to inflict a penalty on the guilty but rather to supply a remedy for him who had fallen into sickness" (Life in Christ bk 1).  Of course he then goes on to call it "the penalty," but only after first adding this explanation that by "penalty" is moreso meant "remedy." Therefore, that part of our mortality which implicates the weakness, inclination and slavish tendencies toward sin are the prime of the ancestral curse and the major sickness, whereas death and suffering are called here the built in "remedy," although they show that God is good, since even these parts of ancestral sin work to our benefit, since in Christ, they help us to turn away from sin.    

5.13-15  Sin is not counted where no law is applicable.  We are freed from the law of Moses unto the law of freedom in Christ, so that we are now free to obey as freedmen, not as slaves under a hard yoke.  For our Lord told us Himself that his yoke is light.
St. John Chrysostom says that the meaning of verse 13 is this: that the Law of Moses did not do away with sin, but rather declared the one who did away with sin, by showing him to be the only one who could fulfill it, this proved Him to be its Lord and Giver.

5.17  Once again, more reasons why God allowed the fall, because it leads to greater perfection ("much more").

5.18  How did Christ save us?  By the recapitulation in Himself of all mankind, His "act of righteousness leads to acquittal and life for all men."
[bookmark: QuickMark]
5.20-21 Okay, so we know up to this point why God permitted the fall.  But why did he permit the subsequent evils that were brought about by the wicked hearts of men and fallen angels?
Because "where sin increased, grace abounded all the more." 
Therefore, where grace abounds all the more, the possibility now arises for this Divine Grace to rule unto eternal life through Life Himself.  Therefore, heaven will be more blissful because man has grown more, and developed character which would have not been possible without suffering and hardships for Him to endure.  Not that God wills any evil upon us, but only the good, so that the evil which comes about by the will of the fallen creature may be used for the good of those who choose the good, so that all things work together for those who love God.

6.1 But just because grace abounds does not give us any excuse to sin.  For God's whole purpose for permitting the fall was to develop character in man that would eventually lead him to a place in which he far surpasses any sin.

6.4  His Resurrection was a call for all to walk in the newness of Life offered by God the Holy Spirit, who is the Lord of Life.

6.12-13  We are not to be subject to sin but rather put sin in subjection to all that is good within us.  And this is what is common sense, that many of us are slaves to passions, when passions could be slaves to us, and we children of God.


6.17-18  We are either slaves to sin and free from goodness or slaves to goodness and free from sin.  Sin produces suffering, goodness produces joy.  The only benefit that sin had prior to our coming to knowledge was that it pushed us toward the good.  But once a person has reached the good, if he turns back, he shall be in greater misery and suffering than ever before.  Only it shall be worse still, for he will barely be able to detect the misery.  And even then (and still worse yet) he might start to like the misery and suffering that sin produces this is the worse kind of hell--for it will be eternal hell if you like it so much that by free will you choose to stay.  And yes, there are many who will prefer to be there than in heaven, and perhaps these will be the ones that will be sent there, where they perversely prefer to weep and nash their teeth.  But the joy of the Spirit is heaven.

6.22  For becoming servants of God our return is holiness, sanctification, and in the end eternal life.

6.22  The only reward that you earn from working for sin is death, but a joyfilled eternal life through Christ is a free gift from God, which only needs to be accepted by abiding in the Lord.
