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Äîðîã³ Óëþáëåí³ Áðàòè ³ Ñåñòðè
ó Õðèñò³ ²ñóñ³,

×àñ Ð³çäâà Õðèñòîâîãî ³ Ñâÿ-
òîãî Áîãîÿâëåííÿ  ïðèéøîâ ³ øâèäêî
â³ä³éøîâ. Ìè ö³ âåëèê³ ðàä³ñí³ ñâÿòà
â³äçíà÷èëè ÷èñåëüíèìè  òðàäèö³ÿìè,
âèïëåêàíèìè íàøèìè ïðåäêàìè
ïðîòÿãîì áàãàòüîõ ñòîë³òü. Âîíè ñâîºþ
êðàñîþ â³ääçåðêàëþþòü íàøó ðàä³ñòü ³
âäÿ÷í³ñòü Âñåâèøíüîìó çà òå, ùî Â³í
òàê “...ïîëþáèâ ñâ³ò, ùî äàâ Ñèíà Ñâîãî
Îäíîðîäæåíîãî, ùîá êîæåí, õòî â³ðóº
â Íüîãî, íå çàãèíóâ, àëå ìàâ æèòòÿ
â³÷íå» (²â. 3:16) .

Ï³ñëÿ Éîðäàíîâîãî îõðåùåííÿ
â³ä ²âàíà Õðåñòèòåëÿ ²ñóñ Õðèñòîñ
âèõîäèòü íà ïðîïîâ³äü ñåðåä íàðîäó ³
íàâ÷àº éîãî ïðî ëþáîâ äî Áîãà ³ äî
áëèæíüîãî. Ç êîæíèì äíåì ³ êîæíèì
êðîêîì Â³í íàáëèæàºòüñÿ äî Ãîëãîôè,
äå ðàäè íàñ ëþäåé ³ ðàäè íàøîãî
ñïàñ³ííÿ  ïåðåíîñèòü ñòðàøí³ ìóêè, ïðèíèæåííÿ ³
îñòàòî÷íî  â³ääàº Ñâîº æèòòÿ «ÿê âèêóï çà ñìåðòü, â ÿê³é
äåðæàíî íàñ, â³ääàíèõ ó íåâîëþ ãð³õà. ², ç³éøîâøè ÷åðåç
õðåñò äî àäó, ùîá óñå Ñîáîþ íàïîâíèòè, Â³í çíèùèâ
ìóêè ñìåðòè, ³ âîñêðåñ íà òðåò³é äåíü, ³ ïîëîæèâ óñ³ì
ëþäÿì ïóòü äî âîñêðåñåííÿ ç ìåðòâèõ” (Ñâ. Ë³ò. ñâ. Âàñèë³ÿ
Âåëèêîãî).

Ïåðåìàãàþ÷è ñìåðòü Ñâî¿ì ñâÿòèì Âîñêðåñåííÿì
Õðèñòîñ â³äêðèâàº äâåð³ äî â³÷íîãî ñïàñ³ííÿ äëÿ êîæíîãî,
õòî óâ³ðóº â Íüîãî, “... çðå÷åòüñÿ  ñàìîãî ñåáå, â³çüìå
õðåñò ñâ³é ³ ï³äå âñë³ä çà Íèì”. Áîã íàáëèçèâñÿ äî Ñâîãî
òâîð³ííÿ â³ääàþ÷è Ñâîãî Ñèíà íà êàòóâàííÿ ³ ñìåðòü. Â³í
ïðèéøîâ øóêàòè  çàãóáëåíó ìîíåòó, (Ëê. 15:8-10) ùîá òå
ùî ïîìåðëî - îæèëî, à çàãèíóëå - ñïàñëîñÿ. Àëå Â³í
òàêîæ çàêëèêàº íàñ íàáëèçèòèñü äî Íüîãî. Â³í çàîõî÷óº
íàñ äîáðîâ³ëüíî âèáðàòè øëÿõ ñïàñ³ííÿ, áî ïðîòè ñâîº¿
âîë³ ëþäèíà íå ìîæå áóòè âðÿòîâàíà.

“Â³çüì³òü íà ñåáå ÿðìî Ìîº, ³ íàâ÷³òüñÿ â³ä Ìåíå,
áî ß òèõèé ³ ñåðöåì ïîê³ðëèâèé, - ³ çíàéäåòå ñïîê³é
äóøàì ñâî¿ì” (Ìò. 11:29).

Íå âñ³ ëþäè ïî÷óëè çàêëèê Ãîñïîäí³é, àëå é ò³,
ùî ÷óëè ïðîïîâ³äü Õðèñòîâó çà ÷àñ³â Éîãî çåìíîãî
ïåðåáóâàííÿ ³ ñüîãîäí³, íå ìîæóòü îñÿãíóòè á³ëüøó
³íòèìí³ñòü  ç Õðèñòîì. Íå âñ³, ùî ñëóõàþòü ñëîâî
Áîæå, ìàþòü â³äêðèòå ñåðöå, ùîá çðîçóì³òè
éîãî. ²íø³, ðîçóì³þ÷è, â³äìîâëÿþòü

ÂÅËÈÊÎÏÎÑÍÅ ÏÎÑËÀÍÍß ÏÎÑÒ²ÉÍÎ¯ ÊÎÍÔÅÐÅÍÖ²¯
ÓÊÐÀ¯ÍÑÜÊÈÕ ÏÐÀÂÎÑËÀÂÍÈÕ ªÏÈÑÊÎÏ²Â ÏÎÇÀ ÌÅÆÀÌÈ ÓÊÐÀ¯ÍÈ

Âñå÷åñíîìó  Äóõîâåíñòâó ó Õðèñò³, Äèÿêîíñòâó, Ïðåïîäîáíîìó Ìîíàøåñòâó
³ Ïîáîæíèì Ìèðÿíàì íàøî¿ Öåðêâè, äîðó÷åíèì íàø³é Àðõèïàñòèðñüê³é îï³ö³.

Õðèñòîñ ïîñåðåä íàñ!
“Õîò³ëà á äóøà äî ðàþ, òà ãð³õè íå ïóñêàþòü” (Óêðà¿íñüêå ïðèñë³â’ÿ).

(Çàê³í÷åííÿ íà ñò. 5)

çàïðîøåííÿ â³ä Áîãà, áî ìàþòü ³íø³
çåìí³ ïð³îðiòåòè. À ùå ³íø³, áàæàþ÷è
ñïàñ³ííÿ, ÷åðåç ñâîþ ãð³õîâí³ñòü íå
ìîæóòü ââ³éòè ó áëèæ÷³ â³äíîøåííÿ
ç Áîãîì.

Ñâÿòà Öåðêâà ó öåé ÷àñ Âåëè-
êîãî Ïîñòó çàêëèêàº â³ðíèõ äî
ðîçäóì³â íàä ñâî¿ì äóõîâíèì æèòòÿì.
Ïîð³âíÿííÿ ñâîãî æèòòÿ ç íàóêîþ
Äåñÿòè Çàïîâ³äåé Áîæèõ ³ ïðîïîâ³ääþ
Ãîñïîäíüîþ ïðî “áëàæåííèõ” ç íàé-
âèùèì ð³âíåì ëþáîâè –  çàïîâ³ääþ
“ëþá³òü ñâî¿õ âîðîã³â” - çàêëèêàº íàñ
äî çàñóäæåííÿ íàøèõ â÷èíê³â ³ äî
ïîêàÿííÿ. Ïðîöåñ öåé âèìàãàº
äóøåâíîãî ïåðåðîäæåííÿ, ç³òõàííÿ ³
ñë³ç. Íåëåãêî ëþäèí³, ÿêà ìàº áóòè
ïðîâ³äíèêîì â ðîäèí³, íà ïðàö³ é
ñóñï³ëüñòâ³ âèÿâëÿòè òàêó ñìèðåíí³ñòü
³ ïðîñèòè ïðîùåííÿ ó áëèæí³õ çà ñâî¿

ïðîãð³õè. Äëÿ öüîãî Ñâÿòà Öåðêâà ïðåäñòàâëÿº íàì
ïðèò÷³ òà íàóêó ç Ñâÿòîãî Ïèñüìà, ÿê³ äîïîìàãàþòü íàì
ïîçáóòèñÿ íàøî¿ ãîðäèí³, çì³íèòè êóðñ íàøîãî æèòòÿ, ³
ïðèìèðèâøèñü ç Áîãîì ³ áëèæí³ì, ïåðåáóâàòè â ñòàí³
áëàæåíñòâà. «Áëàæåíí³ âáîã³ äóõîì, áî ¿õíº º Öàðñòâî
Íåáåñíå» (Íàã³ðíà Ïðîïîâ³äü, Ìò. 5:3). Âîíà çàêëèêàº
íàñ äî ïîñòó. Ñòðèìàííÿ â³ä ÿêîñòè òà ê³ëüêîñòè ¿æ³
äîïîìàãàº äóø³ óïîêîðèòè ò³ëî òà ïðèñïàòè éîãî
ïðèñòðàñò³. Ïðàâèëüíèé ï³ñò âèìàãàº ñêðîìíîñò³ ³
îáìåæåííÿ âèì³ð³â íàøîãî æèòòÿ. Ïðàâèëüíèé ï³ñò
çàîõî÷óº íàñ ä³ëèòèñÿ ñâî¿ì áàãàòñòâîì ç ïîòðåáóþ÷èìè.

Ñâÿòà Öåðêâà äîïîìàãàº íàì óâ³éòè â ãëèáøó
ðîçìîâó ç Áîãîì ÷åðåç ïîêàÿííèé õàðàêòåð áîãîñëóæ³íü
òà ìîëèòîâ ³ ì³íîðíèé ëàä ïîñòîâèõ ï³ñíåï³íü. ßêùî
ìè õî÷åìî æèòè áëèæ÷å ç Áîãîì òà íàøèìè áëèæí³ìè
³ îñÿãíóòè â³÷íå æèòòÿ â îñåëÿõ Ãîñïîäí³õ, ìè íå ìîæåìî
äîçâîëèòè, ùîá îáîâ’ÿçêè òà ðîçâàãè öüîãî ñâ³òó
âèò³ñíèëè Áîãà ç íàøîãî æèòòÿ. Òóðáîòè öüîãî ñâ³òó,
âåëèê³ é ìàë³, âèìàãàþòü íàøî¿ óâàãè é ìè ìàºìî
îáîâ’ÿçîê ïðàöþâàòè íàä ¿õ ðîçâ’ÿçàííÿìè äëÿ
çàãàëüíîãî äîáðà. Àëå ìè íå ïîâèíí³ çàáóòè, ùî íàä
óñ³ì Áîã ³ áåç Íüîãî ìè í³÷îãî êîðèñíîãî íå ìîæåìî
îñÿãíóòè.

Äîðîã³ Áðàòè ³ Ñåñòðè, ìè â³òàºìî Âàñ ç âñòóïîì
ó Âåëèêèé Ï³ñò ³ áàæàºìî âñ³ì



Â i ð à
 4Vol. 1 (133), 2009

THE GREAT-LENT EPISTLE OF THE PERMANENT CONFERENCE OF
UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX BISHOPS BEYOND THE BORDERS OF UKRAINE

To the Reverend Clergy, the Diaconate in Christ, the Venerable Monastics
and Faithful Laity of our Church commissioned to our Archpastoral care.

Christ is among us!
“The soul desires admission to paradise, but its sins keep it out” (Ukrainian proverb)

Dearly Beloved Brothers and Sis-
ters in Christ Jesus,

The Nativity of Christ and the
Holy Theophany festal period came and
ended quickly. We celebrated these great
and joyous feast days through numerous
traditions fostered by our fore bearers
throughout many centuries. Their beauty
expresses our joy and gratitude to the
Most High that He, “...so loved the world
that He gave His Only-Begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him should not per-
ish but have everlasting life.”(John 3:16)

Following the baptism by John
the Baptist in the Jordan, Jesus Christ
sets out to preach to the people and
teaches them about love towards God
and one’s neighbour. With every day and
every step He gets closer to Golgotha,
where for the sake of our salvation, He endures terrible
suffering, humiliation and ultimately gives His life, “...as a
ransom to death, in which we were held captive and sold
under sin. Descending through the Cross into Hades – that
He might fill all things with Himself – He loosed the pangs
of death. He arose on the third day, having made for all
flesh a path to the resurrection from the dead...”. (Liturgy
of St. Basil the Great)

Conquering death through His Holy Resurrection,
Christ opens the door to eternal salvation to everyone who
believes in Him, denies himself, takes up his cross and fol-
lows Him.  God draws closer to His creation by delivering-up
His own Son to torture and death. He came to seek the
“lost coin” (Luke 15:8-10 – the sinner who repents), so that,
the one, which had died was alive again, what was lost was
found. But He also calls us to draw nearer to Him. He
encourages us to choose the path of salvation voluntarily
because no person can be saved against his or her own will.
“Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am
gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your
souls.” (Matthew 11:29)

Not all heard the Lord’s call, but those who did
hear Christ’s preaching during the time of His earthly so-
journ or hear it today could not and cannot achieve a
greater intimacy with Christ. Not all who listen

to the word of God do so with an open
heart that they may understand it. Oth-
ers, though understanding, refuse God’s
invitation because they have other earthly
priorities. Still others, even if they desire
salvation, cannot, because of their sin-
fulness, enter into a closer relationship
with God.

The Holy Church at this time of
Great Lent calls us, the faithful, to re-
flect upon our spiritual life. After com-
paring our life with the teachings of
God’s Ten Commandments, the Lord’s
sermon about “the blessed” and the
highest standard of love – the com-
mandment to “love your enemies” –
we are called to condemn our deeds
and to repent. This process requires a
spiritual rebirth, sighing and tears. It is
not easy for one who is supposed to be

a leader in the family, at work and in society to demon-
strate such humility as to ask forgiveness from one’s neighbour
for one’s transgressions. To aid us the Holy Church offers us
parables and teachings from the Holy Scriptures that help
us to overcome our pride, change the course of our life and
having come to terms with God and our neighbour, enter
into a state of blessedness. “`Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”(Matthew 5:3). We are
called to fast. The restriction of quality and quantity of
foods helps the soul subjugate the flesh and dull its pas-
sions. A true fast demands modesty and restricting all as-
pects of our life to the minimum. A true fast encourages us
to share our wealth with those in need.

The Holy Church facilitates a deeper level of com-
munication with God through the theme of repentance in
our liturgical services and the minor musical mode of our
Lenten chants. If we wish to be closer to God and our
neighbour and attain eternal life in the mansions of the
Lord we cannot allow secular responsibilities and any form
of entertainment in this world to squeeze God out of our
lives. The cares of this world, great and small, require our
attention and we have an obligation to work for the greater

good. But, we should not forget that God is above
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all and without Him we cannot achieve anything worthwhile.
Dear Brothers and Sisters, we greet you with the

beginning of Great Lent and hope that you would avail
yourselves of all the possibilities and opportunities to cleanse
yourselves of your sins and embark on a new, more mean-
ingful life, through which your treasure will be gathered in
heaven. Let us remember that the Lord accompanies us in
time of war, economic crisis or in the complex circumstances
of family life. He understands our tribulations and helps us
to meet the challenges of everyday life. He assures us
with these words, “...and lo, I am with you always, even to
the end of the age.”(Matthew 28:20)

When we have completed our Lenten journey
we wish that you meet the Glorious Resurrection of Christ
with a radiant heart and deep faith and hope in God.

We remember you always in our prayers.
May the mercies of our great God and Sav-

iour, Jesus Christ be with all of you in the Diaspora
and in our native Ukraine! Amen.

+Constantine
Metropolitan of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church

of the USA and the Diaspora
+John

Metropolitan of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church
of Canada
+Antony

Archbishop of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church
of the USA

+Ioan
Archbishop of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church

in the Diaspora
+Yurij

Archbishop of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church
of Canada
+Jeremiah

Archbishop of the South American Eparchy
of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church

+Ilarion
Bishop of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada

+Andriy
Bishop of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada

+Daniel
Bishop of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church

of the USA

âèêîðèñòàòè âñ³ ìîæëèâîñò³ é íàãîäè î÷èñòèòèñÿ â³ä
ñâî¿õ ãð³õ³â ³ âèéòè íà øëÿõ íîâîãî, á³ëüø çì³ñòîâíîãî
æèòòÿ, äå ñêàðáè âàø³ ñêëàäàòèìóòüñÿ íà íåáåñàõ. Áóäüìî
ñâ³äîì³, ùî Ãîñïîäü ñóïðîâîäèòü íàñ â ÷àñ³ â³éíè,
åêîíîì³÷íî¿ êðèçè, ÷è â ñêëàäíèõ îáñòàâèíàõ ðîäèííîãî
æèòòÿ. Â³í ðîçóì³º íàø³ òóðáîòè é ïîìàãàº íàì çóñòð³÷àòè
âñ³ âèêëèêè áóäåííîãî æèòòÿ. Â³í çàïåâíÿº íàñ Ñâî¿ìè
ñëîâàìè: «ß ïåðåáóâàòèìó ç âàìè ïîâñÿêäåííî àæ äî
ê³íöÿ â³êó!” (Ìò. 28:20).

Çàâåðøèâøè ïîñòîâó ïîäîðîæ, ìè áàæàºìî
Âàì çóñòð³òè Ñâ³òëå Õðèñòîâå Âîñêðåñ³ííÿ ç ëåãê³ñòþ íà
äóø³ ³ â³ðîþ é íàä³ºþ íà Áîãà.

Çàïåâíÿºìî Âàñ ïîñò³éíî â íàøèõ ìîëèòâàõ.
Íåõàé ìèëîñò³ Âåëèêîãî Áîãà ³ Ñïàñà íàøîãî

²ñóñà Õðèñòà  áóäóòü çî âñ³ìà âàìè  â ä³àñïîð³ òà â
ð³äí³é Óêðà¿í³! Àì³íü.

+ Êîíñòàíòèí
Ìèòðîïîëèò Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè

â ÑØÀ ³ â ä³àñïîð³
+ ²âàí

Ìèòðîïîëèò Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè
â Êàíàä³

+ Àíòîí³é
Àðõèºïèñêîï Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè

â ÑØÀ
+ ²îàí

Àðõèºïèñêîï Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè
â ä³àñïîð³
+ Þð³é

Àðõèºïèñêîï Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè
â Êàíàä³
+ ªðåì³ÿ

Àðõèºïèñêîï Ï³âäåííî-Àìåðèêàíñüêî¿ ªïàðõ³¿
Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè

+ ²ëàð³îí
ªïèñêîï Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â Êàíàä³

+ Àíäð³é
ªïèñêîï Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â Êàíàä³

+ Äàíè¿ë
ªïèñêîï Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè

â ÑØÀ

THE GREAT-LENT EPISTLE
OF THE PERMANENT

CONFERENCE OF
UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX BISHOPS

BEYOND THE BORDERS OF
UKRAINE

ÂÅËÈÊÎÏÎÑÍÅ ÏÎÑËÀÍÍß
ÏÎÑÒ²ÉÍÎ¯ ÊÎÍÔÅÐÅÍÖ²¯

ÓÊÐÀ¯ÍÑÜÊÈÕ ÏÐÀÂÎÑËÀÂÍÈÕ
ªÏÈÑÊÎÏ²Â ÏÎÇÀ ÌÅÆÀÌÈ

ÓÊÐÀ¯ÍÈ

(Çàê³í÷åííÿ ³ç ñò. 3 - Conclusion from p. 4)
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Once again we find ourselves
in the ecclesiastical season of Great Lent.
The coming of Great Lent (March 2)
brings a number of different responses
from each of us:  ‘‘Oh no — don’t tell
me that I have to give up meat again
this year!” “Why is olive oil on the list
of ‘forbidden’ foods?” or “Great! Now I
can take off some of the pounds I put
on during Christmas,” or even, “Fasting
isn’t really all that important anyway.”
To be sure, most of us have spoken
one or more of these phrases, or at
least something similar. At times we are
not sure that we like Great Lent and at
other times it may seem to be the best
time of the year. Regardless of what
response the coming of Great Lent
brings to you, the fact remains that it is
here, and it is time for you to decide
what you will do.
      Great Lent developed early in the
history of the Church and has become
our annual intense time of spiritual
introspection as we prepare for Christ’s
Resurrection at Pascha. The Church has adopted the season
of Great Lent as a period of taking account of our lives,
discovering the sins that have become all too comfortable,
and then striving to eliminate them from our ‘‘routine.” 

We use this time to be reconciled to God from
whom we all too often have strayed. Great Lent becomes
our annual “spring cleaning” of the soul something which
can benefit each of us.
      So what will you decide to do this year for Great
Lent?

First, you can decide to do nothing and let Lent
pass you by as if it does not exist. The real advantage of
taking this stand is that it is easy — nothing is required. Yet
this is also its greatest disadvantage because nothing can
be expected either. Put nothing into Great Lent, and
that’s exactly what you will get out of it — nothing!
You really can’t expect a return without an investment.
Come judgment day, though, chances are you would
prefer somewhat better of a return, so perhaps this
is the time to look at this a bit deeper.

      FASTING: There are many
things that you can do during Great
Lent that will benefit your soul and
body. You can keep the fast or at
least part of it. By participating in
the Lenten Fast and watching what
goes into your mouth, you have a
much better chance of controlling
what comes out of it. Fasting and
abstinence teach self-discipline, an
important aspect of our lives as
Orthodox Christians. In addition, the
practice of asceticism (self-denial)
helps us to become more aware of
ourselves as we really are. Asceticism
enlightens our senses, enabling us
to see our sins and shortcomings. So
do not be afraid of being hungry.
Be willing to experience it, realizing
that it can bring more than a mere
empty feeling in the stomach It can
help you to be aware of who you
really are — and who you can be.

      ALMSGIVING: While you are practicing fasting
and abstinence, remember the hungry and poor in the
world. ‘Take the money you would have spent on meat
and dairy products and give it to the Soup Kitchens For
Hungry People Program. When you go shopping, buy extra
items for the poor and donate them to a worthy cause.
Fasting and almsgiving go hand-in-hand — together they
make a complete act. One without the other is like a
peanut butter and jelly sandwich without the jelly.  Fasting
without almsgiving is selfish — only looking to yourself.
Almsgiving demonstrates your love for your neighbors.

      PRAYER: During the time of Great Lent, discipline
yourself to pray more — or if you are not keeping a
regular rule of prayer in your life, begin to pray regularly.
When you say your prayers, take a bit more time and be
silent, meditating upon all that God has done for you and
what you should do in return. Pray that God would reveal

to you how you can better serve Him. Look around
and pray for the needs that you constantly see,

but fail to pray — for a friend in need,

Âåëèêèé ÏiñòÂåëèêèé ÏiñòÂåëèêèé ÏiñòÂåëèêèé ÏiñòÂåëèêèé Ïiñò

by Fr. David Barr

Great Lent is Here!
What Will You Do?
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someone who is ill, some particular circumstance in need
of God’s intervention. Your fasting will enable you to be
more aware of what is going on around you. Use your
prayer time to intercede in behalf of that which you
have become aware.

      REPENTANCE: As you fast, take account of your
life and see where you need to repent. Each of us has
sins that we have never conquered. We also have sins
with which we have become comfortable. Great Lent
affords us the opportunity to look at ourselves honestly
that we may repent of those sins that we find. In
conjunction with this time of introspection, take the
opportunity to go to confession and finally confess those
things that have been weighing on your mind all too long.
See confession in a positive light — as an opportunity to do
something about those secret, hidden or even
embarrassing sins which constantly bite at your conscience.
Great Lent is a traditional season for going to confession.
And if it has been over a year since, or you cannot
remember your last confession, it has been to long! Do
something about it!

      WORSHIP: Go to the extra services at Church.
Every Wednesday and Friday evening we have Presanctified
Liturgy. Try to go to Great Vespers on Saturday nights.
Plan to attend the parish Lenten Retreat. Make every
effort to participate in the increased liturgical life of the
Church.  You could even come  early on Sundays and
attend Matins. Worship is a very important part of life  —
something most of us should do more often.
     

Now is the time for you to respond to what
Great Lent has to offer. Do not let this wonderful and
important season of the year pass you by. Take advantage
of our Holy Tradition — a tradition that teaches us the
way to love God and others. Prepare yourself for the joy
of Christ’s Resurrection through prayer, fasting, almsgiving,
repentance and worship. To do nothing is easy  — and its
reward is the same: nothing! Enter into Great Lent and
allow yourself to draw nigh unto God the Holy Trinity:
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. The joy will be
indescribable.

Íàä ñâ³òîì ïàíóº “äóõ, ùî îæèâëÿº” (²â 6.6). Ç
äóõó ëþäèíè âèïðèñêóþòü äóìêè, ³äå¿. Ãåí³ÿëüí³ äóìêè
îäèíèöü ïðîìîùóâàëè øëÿõ óñüîìó ëþäñòâó íà ö³ë³
ñòîð³÷÷ÿ, âèð³øóâàëè ïèòàííÿ â³éíè ÷è ìèðó, âèçíà÷àëè
ôîðìó ñóñï³ëüíèõ óñòðî¿â ³ òâîðèëè ðåë³ã³éí³ ñèñòåìè.
Íàâ³òü ñàìà ëþäèíà ï³äêîðþºòüñÿ äóõîâí³é ñèë³ ñâî¿õ
³äåé. ² ÷èì ãëèáøà ÿêàñü ³äåÿ, ÷èì ïîâí³øà çì³ñòîì,
òèì á³ëüøó âëàäó âîíà çäîáóâàº íàä ñâî¿ì òâîðöåì.
Ñê³ëüêè ëþäåé æèâóòü ³ âìèðàþòü ò³ëüêè äëÿ ÿêî¿ñü
³äå¿!

Éäåòüñÿ ëèøå ïðî îäíå: ùîá ñâîþ õèìåðíó
âîëþ â êîæíèé ìîìåíò ï³äêîðÿòè Áîæ³é âîë³ ³ â êîæí³é
õâèëèí³ âì³òè äîáðîâ³ëüíî ñêàçàòè öå êîðîòêå, àëå
âàãîìå ñëîâî: “Òàê, Îò÷å”.

Âñå, ùî íå º çã³äíå ç Áîæîþ âîëåþ, íå ã³äíå
³ñíóâàííÿ. Â³ä Áîæî¿ âîë³ íå ìîæíà â³äõèëèòèñÿ í³ íà
îäèí êðîê, áî ö³ ïîá³÷í³ êðîêè, õî÷ áè é íàéøèðø³,
áóäóòü âåëèêèìè êðîêàìè ïîçà äîðîãîþ.

Áîæà âîëÿ - öå äîðîãà äëÿ âñ³õ, áî âñ³ ïîêëèêàí³
äî íàéâèùî¿ ñâÿòîñòè.

Äîëÿ íàøîãî æèòòÿ - öå ò³ëüêè ìàëåíüêèé
øìàòîê áåçìåæíîãî. Ìè çîâñ³ì íå çíàºìî ñòàíîâèùà ³
çíà÷åííÿ íàøîãî â ö³ëîñò³ ñâ³òó: “Áî õòî êîëè çðîçóì³â
äóìêó Ãîñïîäíþ? Õòî áóâ Éîãî äîðàäíèêîì?” (Ðèì
11.34).

Íàéïðîñò³øà ³ íàéêðàùà ð³÷ - äîçâîëèòè Áîãîâ³,
ùîá íàñ ïðîâàäèâ, ³ íå æóðèòèñÿ í³ ñâî¿ìè íåäîë³êàìè, í³
÷åñíîòàìè. Äîçâîëüìî Áîãîâ³, ùîá íàìè êåðóâàâ ó êîæíîìó
ìîìåíò³ æèòòÿ ³ êàæ³ìî ç ðàä³ñòþ: “Ñëàâà Òîá³, Áîæå”.

Ëþäè ñïîä³âàþòüñÿ çàáàãàòî â³ä ñåáå ñàìèõ,
â³ä ³íøèõ ³ â³ä æèòòÿ: ÿêîãîñü âèìð³ÿíîãî ùàñòÿ, ë³ïøèõ
÷àñ³â ³ “êðàùîãî çàâòðà”. Î÷³êóºìî íåð³äêî â³ä æèòòÿ
òîãî, ÷îãî âîíî íàì äàòè íå ìîæå. Ìåíøå ÷è á³ëüøå,
ñâ³äîìî ÷è íåñâ³äîìî øóêàºìî âõîäó äî âòðà÷åíîãî
ðàþ. Àëå äîñòóï äî ðàþ Áîã çà÷èíèâ, ³ í³õòî éîãî âæå
íå â³ä÷èíèòü.

Îòæå òðåáà îáîìà íîãàìè ì³öíî ñòîÿòè íà çåìë³
é áðàòè æèòòÿ òàêèì, ÿêèì âîíî º, òà ãëÿíóòè ïðàâä³
ñì³ëî â î÷³.

Æèòòÿ - öå ñòðàæäàííÿ. Ïðî öå çíàëè é ïîãàíè.
Æèòòÿ - öå òåðï³ííÿ. Ç ò³ºþ ïðàâäîþ ìóñèìî ðàõóâàòèñÿ âñ³.

Òîæ íå äèâóéìîñÿ, êîëè íà íàñ ñïàäàþòü õðåñòè.
Îäíà÷å õðåñòà íå òðåáà æàõàòèñÿ. Íàâïàêè, ÷åêàéìî
ñïîê³éíî íà õðåñò, à â³í óæå òèì ñàìèì ñòàíå íàì

ëåãøèé. Ìóñèìî ³ â êîæíîìó õðåñò³ ï³äêîðÿòèñÿ
Áîæ³é âîë³ ³ êàçàòè ïîê³ðíî: “Ñëàâà Òîá³,

Áîæå”.

Öåíòðàëüíà
Iäåÿ

Âàñèëü Áåëåé



Â i ð à
8Vol. 1 (133), 2009

Îòðóºíà åïîõîþ òîòàë³òàðíîãî
íèùåííÿ â³ðè é íàö³îíàëüíî¿ êóëüòóðè,
â³ä³áðàíà â ñàìî¿ ñåáå é ó ö³ëî¿
íàðîäíüî¿ äóø³ - ëþäèíà ñüîãîäí³ ëèø
çäîãàäóºòüñÿ, ÿêå íåâèìîâíå ÷óäî
äóõîâíîãî ïðîçð³ííÿ ìàâ ïåðåæèòè
ìèòíèê Ìàòâ³é - ìàéáóòí³é àïîñòîë ³
ºâàíãåëèñò, ùîá îòàê ãîòîâíî, áåç
æîäíîãî âàãàííÿ, ïî÷óâøè çâåðíåí³ äî
íüîãî ñëîâà Õðèñòà “²äè çà Ìíîþ!” -
âñòàòè é ï³òè çà Â÷èòåëåì, ïîëèøèâøè
ìèòíèöþ ³ âñå, ùî ñêëàäàëî äîñ³ çì³ñò
éîãî æèòòÿ. Òà íàâ³òü ñàìà ñîáîþ öÿ
ïîä³ÿ íåìèíó÷å çðîäæóº ðàä³ñíèé
ïîäèâ: áóâ ñîá³ çâè÷àéíèé ìèòíèê -
ãð³øíèé íàïåâíå, áà õ³áà ìîæíà
ìèòíèêîâ³ áóòè íå ãð³øíèì? - ³ îñü
éîìó äàíî ñòàòè îáðàíèì, ïî÷óòè
ïîêëèê Áîæèé. Â îäíó ìèòü, óðàç âñå
éîãî ³ñíóâàííÿ ïðåîáðàçèëîñü, âêëþ-
÷èâøèñü ó ïðîñò³ð ä³¿ ãðàíä³îçíîãî ³
íåâèìîâíîãî.

Áàãàòî ðàç³â Õðèñòîñ ÷îìóñü
íàãîëîøóº: êîæåí ãð³øíèê ìîæå
ïåðåðîäèòèñü... Àëå çà îäí³º¿ óìîâè -
êîëè â³äêðèº Áîãîâ³ ñâîþ äóøó é
ïðîçð³º...

Ç íàìè æ â³äáóâàºòüñÿ íèí³
÷è íå ùîñü ïðîòèëåæíå? Õàîòè÷íå áðîä³ííÿ óêðà¿íñüêîãî
ñóñï³ëüñòâà çà îñòàíí³ ðîêè äîïðîâàäèëî ðàäøå äî
ùîðàç íåáåçïå÷í³øîãî ðîçìèâàííÿ ïèòîìî¿ òðàäèö³¿
â³ðè, òà íàâ³òü ñâ³òîãëÿäó, íå êàæó÷è ïðî êóëüòóðó, äî
âèçíàííÿ äèÿâîëüñüêèõ “ïðàâèë” ñâ³òó é ïîíåâàæåííÿ
âëàñíî¿ äóø³. “Áëàã” ç’ÿâèëîñÿ í³áè ïîâíî, à ðàä³ñòü â³ä
íèõ ÿêàñü íåñïðàâæíÿ é íåâïåâíåíà, ãàëàñëèâà. Áî
ëþäñüê³ ñåðöÿ íåç÷óâøèñü â³äêîëè ñòàþòü, íà÷å âèõîëîë³
òåìí³ ïå÷åðè, äå äàâíî íå æèâå ëþáîâ äî Áîãà ³
áëèæíüîãî.

Íà ÷îìó âëàñíå òðèìàºòüñÿ, ÿêùî ïîäóìàòè,
í³áèòî âñåñèëüíå çëî? Ìàáóòü ëèøå íà òîìó, ùî ìè
ñë³ïî â÷åïèëèñÿ êîæåí â ñâîþ ïåðñîíàëüíó “ìèòíèöþ”,
êîòðà íåâ³äîìî çâ³äêè é âçÿëàñÿ, ³ ñëóæèìî ¿é, ÿê ðàáè.
Áî áåç íå¿, ìàðèòüñÿ, áóäåì í³êèì.

Âðåøò³, õ³áà íå íàãàäóº òåïåð ö³ëå íàøå
ñóñï³ëüñòâî ÿêóñü ã³ãàíòñüêó “ìèòíèöþ”, äå ëèøå
“ìèòíèêè” ³ æåáðàêè, é ºäèíà ³ñíóº ïåðñïåêòèâà -
ïðîáðàòèñÿ â á³ëüø³ “ìèòíèêè”, äå á³ëüø³ñòü çàéíÿòà
ñàìå òèì, ïðî ùî Õðèñòîñ ãîâîðèâ: “...Âîíè
çáèðàþòü ñîá³ ³ áàãàò³þòü, àëå íå â Áîãà”

Òîæ äàëå÷åíüêî “íàì ïîêèùî äî
ùèðîãî Ìèòíèêà ç ïðèò÷³ ²ñóñîâî¿,
ÿêèé íå ñì³þ÷è é î÷åé ï³äâåñòè äî
íåáà, ò³ëüêè é ì³ã áèòè ñåáå â ãðóäè
é ïîâòîðþâàòè: “Áîæå, áóäü ìèëî-
ñòèâèé äî ìåíå ãð³øíîãî!” (Ëê 18.13).
Àäæå âîëàííÿ Ìèòíèêà áóëî ïî÷àò-
êîì ïðîçð³ííÿ.

Ìè æ äîñ³ íå çìîãëè, ç îãëÿäó
íà ñòàí, â ÿêîìó ïåðåáóâàº óêðà¿íñüêå
ñóñï³ëüñòâî, öåðêâà, äåðæàâà, íàðîä,
- ïðîçð³òè âëàñíó äóõîâíó íåñïðîìî-
æí³ñòü, îáìåæåí³ñòü, â³äêðèòè  õàîñ
ó íàø³é âëàñí³é ñâ³äîìîñò³.

Ïîíàä òå, ïîä³áíî äî ôàðèñå¿â,
ùî îáìèíàëè ä³ì, äå Õðèñòîñ “ñèä³â
ïðè ñòîë³” ç ìèòíèêàìè ³ ãð³øíèêàìè,
ò³øèìî ñåáå, ùî ìè, ìîâëÿâ, âñå æ
“íå òàê³, ÿê ò³ ìèòíèêè...”.

Îòæå ìàºìî “ïîáîæíó æåñòè-
êóëÿö³þ” (çà ñëîâàìè Ñ. Àâåðèíöå-
âà), òîä³ ÿê íàì ñüîãîäí³ ïîòð³áíå
“áåçæàë³ñíå óçð³ííÿ ïðàâäè ïðî íàñ
ñàìèõ, ïåðåîö³íêà âæå íå çîâí³øí³õ
ö³ííîñòåé, ëîæíèõ ÷è íå çîâñ³ì ëîæ-
íèõ, à íàøî¿ ñàìîñòè... Àáî ñìèðåííÿ
- áåç ôðàç, àáî öèí³çì áåç âòðèìó...
Æèòòÿ çáåðåæå â ñîá³ íèí³ ëèøå òîé,

“õòî çìîæå îáðàòè ñìèðåííÿ”.

 Ìîëèòâà
Ìèòíèêà ç Õðè-
ñòîâî¿ ïðèò÷³ -
òî çàëèøåíèé
íàì íàéâèä-
í³øèé, í³êîëè
íå ãàñíó÷èé
ìàÿê ó áóðÿõ
õàîñó ³ áëóêà-
ííÿõ çíåâ³ðè.

Íàïåðåä çíàþ÷è ïðî ìàí³âö³ ëþäñüê³,
Õðèñòîñ çðîíèâ îäíîãî ðàçó ñëîâà, ñïîâíåí³ ðàçþ÷îãî
ñìóòêó: “Òà Ñèí Ëþäñüêèé, ÿê ïðèéäå, ÷è Â³í íà çåìë³
çíàéäå â³ðó?” (Ëê 18.8).

Îöåé ñìóòîê Áîãà çà ëþäüìè,
ìàáóòü, ³ íå äàº íàì îñòàòî÷íî çáàéäóæ³òè

äî ñàìèõ ñåáå, íå äàº çàáóòè ñòåæêó
äî ³ñòèííîãî äæåðåëà æèòòÿ.

Ìèòíèê ³ Æåáðàê
Ðà¿ñà ËÈØÀ
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It is a tragic fact that today Holy Saturday is viewed
by many as an unimportant “day off” between the sorrow
of Good Friday and the joy of Pascha. This is absolutely false.
That view negates the essential link between the despondency
of Good Friday and the ecstasy of Pascha. Holy Saturday is
that indispensable link between Christ’s death and Resurrection.
It is on Holy Saturday that we commemorate Christ’s conquest
of death, which is sealed through the Resurrection. It is a day
centered on a mystery beyond our comprehension. Christ is
dead, His body lies in a tomb. Yet, at this moment of Death’s
apparent victory over Life, Death is being put to death.
Christ’s soul, as with every soul to that time, descends to
Hades. Yet His soul is unlike any other. He is both God and
Man. Hades has no power over Him. It tries to hold Him, as it
has held every other soul since Adam and
Eve, and fails. The Life that is in Christ the
Life-giver, bursts upon the darkness of Hades
like a searchlight in a small dark closet. The
power of Hades is destroyed, not only over
Christ, but also over His faithful subjects, us.
The combination of the sight of Christ lying
bodily in the tomb, yet knowing that He is
simultaneously destroying death, creates an
atmosphere of joyful sorrow, (unique to
Orthodoxy) which compels us to “keep silent
and in fear and trembling stand pondering
nothing earthly minded. …” (Cherubic Hymn
of Great and Holy Saturday).

This atmosphere blossoms in the Holy
Saturday Liturgy, one of the most beautiful
services of the year. The service begins as
Vespers, with the Church arrayed in dark
colors. The hymns of the “Lord I Call” speak
of Hades grieving over its defeat at the hands
of the “man born of Mary,” each hymn ending
with the announcement of the coming Resurrection. After
the Entrance, lessons from the Old Testament are read
recalling salvation history from Creation through the Exodus
and Holy Youths in the furnace. During this time in the
ancient Church, the Catechumens were baptized in anticipation
of Pascha; experiencing Christ’s death and resurrection through
the Sacrament, as expressed in the Epistle of the day, which
is also the Epistle of the Sacrament (Rom. 6:3-11). After the
Epistle, to the joyous refrain “Arise O God, judge the earth,
for to Thee belongs all the Nations,” the dark colors are
replaced by white. The priest comes out dressed in white and
scatters laurel leaves, bay leaves, and flower petals about
the Church, as a sign of the impending victory and joy.
Hades is on the ropes, Christ is conquering Death by His
death, the Resurrection and eternal life are just around the
corner. In token of this, the Gospel which follows makes the
first proclamation of the Resurrection. Yet Christ remains
in the grave. The joyful sorrow persists, evoked

in the Hymn to the Theotokos: “Do not lament me O mother,
seeing me in the tomb, the son conceived in the womb
without seed. For I shall arise and be glorified with eternal
glory as God…” This joyful sorrow will only become pure joy
in the Resurrection.

For it is only through the Resurrection that Christ’s
victory is complete. On Good Friday Christ became the ultimate,
pure, blameless, and sinless lamb, sacrificed for us, washing
away our sins with His blood. On Holy Saturday His soul enters
Hades and obliterates it. Yet if He remains bodily in the grave,
Death still wins, for He remains physically dead, making our
faith in St. Paul’s words worthless (1 Cor.15:12-20). But Christ is
both God and man. And God cannot die. To make His victory
complete, He does what no one is supposed to do, He returns

from the dead, “making for all flesh a
path to the Resurrection from the dead”
(Anaphora of the Liturgy of St. Basil).

From His betrayal by Judas, through
His humiliating death and His descent to
Hades, and culminating in His glorious
Resurrection, the whole of the Paschal
weekend is one interrelated series of events
which brings about our salvation. Each event
had to occur for the one before and after
to have any meaning. This is His, and our
Passover, (which in Greek is Pascha) from
death to Life, from sin to salvation. And in
this glorious campaign of salvation, Holy
Saturday is the day the battle is fought,
which results in the ultimate victory of
Pascha. Holy Saturday is the pivotal day in
the Paschal celebration. The day sorrow
begins to transform into joy. The path from
death to life is being laid. This is an event
not to be missed. There would be no

victorious Resurrection without Christ’s descent into and defeat
of Hades, and for that reason there can be no true celebration
of Pascha without the celebration of that victory in Hades,
which is Great and Holy Saturday.

So as each of us will, God willing, experience this
Passover from death to Life, we should feel compelled to
accompany our Lord as He paves the way. To emulate the
Myrrh-bearers who stayed faithful and kept vigil over Him,
rather than the disciples who fled. So that we, like the
Myrrhbearers, may be the first to receive the news of the
Resurrection, and join with St. John Chrysostom in saying:

“O Death, where is your sting? O Hell, where is your
victory? Christ is risen! and you are overthrown. Christ is risen!
And the demons are fallen. Christ is Risen! And the angels
rejoice. Christ is Risen! And Life reigns. Christ is Risen! And not
one dead remains in the grave.”

For Christ, being risen from the dead, is become the first
fruits of those who have fallen asleep.

Great and Holy Saturday: the Forgotten FeastGreat and Holy Saturday: the Forgotten FeastGreat and Holy Saturday: the Forgotten FeastGreat and Holy Saturday: the Forgotten FeastGreat and Holy Saturday: the Forgotten Feast
Daniel Manzuk
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Ìèêîëà Êàâàñèëà, â³äîìèé ùå ÿê Õàìàåòà,
àðõèºïèñêîï Òåññàëîí³ê³â, º îäíèì ³ç íàéâèçíà÷í³øèõ
ïðåäñòàâíèê³â â³çàíò³éñüêî¿ áîãîñëîâñüêî-ì³ñòè÷íî¿
ë³òåðàòóðè Õ²V ñò.

Çãàäàíà ïðàöÿ ÿêðàç ³ íàëåæèòü äî òàêîãî òèïó
ë³òåðàòóðè. Õðèñòèÿíèí, íà äóìêó àâòîðà, óæå â öüîìó
ïðîìèíàþ÷îìó ñâ³ò³ ïîâèíåí ðîçïî÷èíàòè íîâå æèòòÿ,
ÿêå äîñÿãàº  ñâîº¿ äîñêîíàëîñòè ï³ñëÿ ñìåðòè.

Áî êîëè éäåòüñÿ ïðî òåïåð³øíº æèòòÿ, òî âîíî
çàòüìàðþºòüñÿ ïëîòòþ, ñüîãî÷àñíîþ òåì³ííþ ³ òë³ííÿì,
âîíî íå ìîæå “óñïàäêóâàòè íåòë³ííÿ”(² Êîð. 15, 50),
òîìó ³ ââàæàâ àïîñòîë Ïàâëî, ùî êðàùå ïîìåðòè, àáè
áóòè ç Õðèñòîì: “ïîìåðòè, — êàæå â³í, — ùîá ³ç Õðèñòîì
áóòè, áî òàê áàãàòî êðàùå “ (Ôëï. 1, 23). À æèòòÿ
ïðèéäåøíº, íàâ³òü ïðèéíÿâøè ëþäåé, ó ÿêèõ íåìàº í³
ñèëè, í³ ïî÷óòò³â äëÿ òîãî æèòòÿ, í³ íà êðîê íå íàáëèçèòü
¿õ äî áëàãîïîëó÷÷ÿ, òîæ áóäóòü æèòè âîíè â òîìó
áëàæåííîìó é áåçñìåðòíîìó ñâ³ò³ ìåðòâèìè òà
íåùàñíèìè. À âñå ÷åðåç òå, ùî õî÷à ñâ³òëî ñÿº, ³ ñîíöå
ïîñèëàº ñâ³é ÿñíèé ïðîì³íü, ïðîòå îêî íå ñïðîìîæíå
ïîáà÷èòè éîãî. ² ïàõîù³ äóõà ùåäðî âèëèâàþòüñÿ ³
íàïîâíþþòü âñå äîâêîëà, àëå â³ä öüîãî íå ç’ÿâëÿºòüñÿ
ïî÷óòòÿ íþõó ó òîãî, õòî íå ìàâ éîãî ðàí³øå.

×åðåç òà¿íñòâà ìîæíà áóäå ñîïðè÷àñòèòèñÿ â
òîé äåíü ³ç Ñèíîì Áîæèì äðóçÿì [Éîãî] ³ äîâ³äàòèñÿ
â³ä Íüîãî, “ùî [Â³í] ÷óâ â³ä Îòöÿ”(Éî. 15, 15), àëå
ïðèõîäèòè äî Íüîãî òðåáà âæå áóäó÷è äðóãîì Éîãî, ³
ìàþ÷è âóõà (äèâ. Ìò. 13, 9).”
 
    ßêèì ÷èíîì æèòòÿ â Õðèñò³ ïîºäíóºòüñÿ â íàñ?

3 îäíîãî áîêó, öå â³äáóâàºòüñÿ ç âîë³ Áîæî¿, à ç
äðóãîãî — çàâäÿêè íàøèì ñòàðàííÿì; ïåðøå, çà ñóòòþ, º
ñïðàâîþ Éîãî, äðóãå æ ³ â³ä íàñ âèìàãàº ðåâíîñòè; à
ðàäøå ìè ïðèâíîñèìî ëèøå ñò³ëüêè, ñê³ëüêè ïîòð³áíî,
ùîá îòðèìàòè ëàñêó é íå çíåö³íèòè ñêàðá, ³ íå ïîãàñèòè
ñâ³òèëüíèê, óæå çàïàëåíèé; ³íøèìè ñëîâàìè, ìè í³÷îãî
íå ðîáèìî òàêîãî, ùî ñóïåðå÷èòü æèòòþ ³ ïîðîäæóº
ñìåðòü. Áî â òîìó ïîëÿãàº âñ³ëÿêå ëþäñüêå áëàãî é âñ³ëÿêà
äîáðî÷åñí³ñòü, ùîá í³õòî íå ââ³ãíàâ ìå÷à ñîá³ ñàìîìó, ³
íå âò³êàâ â³ä ùàñòÿ, ³ íå ñêèäàâ â³íö³â ç ãîëîâè ñâîº¿.

Òîìó ùî ñàì Õðèñòîñ, ó ÿêèéñü íåâèìîâíèé
ñïîñ³á ïðèñóòí³é ó íàñ, çàñ³ÿâ ó íàø³ äóø³ ñóòí³ñòü æèòòÿ.
Â³í áî íàïðàâäó ïðèñóòí³é ³ äîïîìàãàº ïî÷àòêàì æèòòÿ,
ÿê³ Ñàì äàðóâàâ Ñâî¿ì ïðèøåñòÿì. Àëå ïðèñóòí³é, íå
ÿê ðàí³øå — ó íàøîìó ñïîñîá³ æèòòÿ, ó íàøèõ áåñ³äàõ,
çàíÿòòÿõ ³ ñï³ëêóâàíí³, à â èíøîìó, êðàùîìó é
äîñêîíàë³øîìó ñïîñîá³, çàâäÿêè ÿêîìó ìè ñòàºìî
îäíèì ò³ëîì ç Íèì ³ æèâåìî ç Íèì, ñòàºìî
÷ëåíàìè é óñ³ì, ùî ëèøå ìàº ñòîñóíîê

äî öüîãî. Áî ÿê íåâèìîâíå ëþäèíîëþáñòâî, ÷åðåç ÿêå
òàê ïîëþáèâøè íàéá³ëüø óïîñë³äæåíèõ, Â³í çàõîò³â
óäîñòî¿òè ¿õ íàéá³ëüøî¿ ëàñêè, ³ ÿê çëóêà, ÿêîþ Â³í
ïîºäíóºòüñÿ ç òèìè, êîãî ëþáèòü, ïåðåâåðøóº âñ³ëÿêèé
îáðàç ³ âñ³ëÿêå íàéìåíóâàííÿ, òàê ñàìî é òîé ñïîñ³á, ó
ÿêèé Â³í ïðèñóòí³é ³ ÿêèì áëàãîòâîðèòü, äèâîâèæíèé ³
ïîäîáàº Îäíîìó, Õòî ÷óäà ó÷èíÿº (äèâ. Ïñ. 98 (97), 2).

Êîðîòêî ïðî çíà÷åííÿ ñèëè áîæåñòâåííèõ òà¿íñòâ

Áî òèõ, ÿê³ íàñë³äóþòü ó äåÿêèõ ñèìâîëàõ, íà÷å
íà êàðòèí³, ñìåðòü Òîãî, Õòî ñïðàâä³ ïîìåð çà íàøå
æèòòÿ, Â³í ñàìèìè ä³ÿííÿìè â³äíîâëþº, â³äòâîðþº ³
ðîáèòü ñï³ëüíèêàìè Ñâîãî æèòòÿ.

Òîìó ùî çîáðàæàþ÷è ó ñâÿùåííèõ òà¿íñòâàõ
Éîãî ïîõîâàííÿ ³ çâ³ùàþ÷è ñìåðòü Éîãî, ÷åðåç íèõ ìè
íàðîäæóºìîñÿ, óòâîðþºìîñÿ ³ ö³ëêîâèòî ïîºäíóºìîñÿ ³ç
Ñïàñèòåëåì. Áî æ öå ÷åðåç íèõ “ó Íüîìó... æèâåìî, —
êàæå àïîñòîë Ïàâëî, — ðóõàºìîñÿ é ³ñíóºì” (Ä³. 17, 28.
Áî õðåùåííÿ äàðóº áóòòÿ ³ ïîâíå ïåðåáóâàííÿ â Õðèñò³;
òîìó ùî âîíî, ïðèéíÿâøè ìåðòâèõ ³ ðîçòë³ííèõ, ïåðøå
[ç³ âñ³õ òà¿íñòâ] ââîäèòü ¿õ ó æèòòÿ. À ïîìàçàííÿ ìèðîì
äîâåðøóº íàðîäæåííÿ, âêëàäàþ÷è ó òàêå æèòòÿ
â³äïîâ³äíó åíåð´³þ. Áîæåñòâåííà æ ªâõàðèñò³ÿ çáåð³ãàº
³ ï³äòðèìóº öå æèòòÿ òà çäîðîâ’ÿ. Áî ùîá âáåðåãòè âæå
íàáóòå ³ çì³öíèòè òèõ, ÿê³ æèâóòü, äàºòüñÿ õë³á æèòòÿ.
Òîìó ìè æèâåìî öèì õë³áîì, ðóõàºìîñü çàâäÿêè ìèðîâ³,
îòðèìàâøè áóòòÿ â³ä êóïåë³.

² â òàêèé ñïîñ³á æèâåìî â Áîç³, ïåðåì³ñòèâøè
æèòòÿ â³ä öüîãî âèäèìîãî ñâ³òó ó ñâ³ò íåâèäèìèé,
çì³íèâøè íå ì³ñöå, à ñïîñ³á ³ñíóâàííÿ ³ ñàìå æèòòÿ. Áî
íå ìè ñàì³ ïðÿìóâàëè ÷è ï³äíåñëèñÿ äî Áîãà, à Â³í ñàì

ïðèéøîâ ³ ç³éøîâ äî íàñ. Áî íå ìè øóêàëè, à
íàñ â³äøóêàëè. Íå â³âöÿ øóêàëà ïàñòèðÿ,

ÆÈÒÒß Â ÕÐÈÑÒ²...
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³ íå äðàõìà – ãîñïîäèíþ, à Â³í ñàì ñïîãëÿäàâ çåìëþ
[ç íåáà] é øóêàâ Ñâ³é îáðàç, ³ áóâ ó òèõ ì³ñöÿõ, äå
áëóêàëà â³âöÿ, ³ ï³äíÿâ ¿¿, ³ ñòðèìàâ â³ä áëóêàííÿ; íå
ïåðåì³ñòèâ çâ³äñè [ëþäåé], à òèõ, ÿê³ ïåðåáóâàëè íà
çåìë³, íåáåñíèìè çðîáèâ, ³ âêëàâ [ó íèõ] íåáåñíå æèòòÿ,
íå âîçíîñÿ÷è íà íåáî, à íåáî íàõèëèâøè é îïóñòèâøè
äî íàñ. Êàæå æ áî Ïðîðîê: “Â²Í ÍÅÁÎ ÍÀÕÈËÈÂ,
ÑÏÓÑÒÈÂÑß” (Ïñ. 18 (17), 10).

Îñü òàê çà äîïîìîãîþ öèõ ñâÿùåííèõ òà¿íñòâ,
íåìîâ êð³çü â³êîíöÿ, ïðîáèâàºòüñÿ ó öåé ñâ³ò òåìðÿâè
Ñîíöå ñïðàâåäëèâîñòè é óìåðòâëþº æèòòÿ, ïðèòàìàííå
öüîìó ñâ³òîâ³, àëå âîñêðåøàº æèòòÿ íàäñâ³òîâå. ² Ñâ³òëî
ñâ³òó ïåðåìàãàº ñâ³ò, íà ÷³ì íàãîëîøóº Â³í, êàæó÷è: “ß
áî ïîäîëàâ ñâ³ò” (Éî. 16, 33), — ââîäÿ÷è ó ñìåðòíå ³
òë³ííå ò³ëî æèòòÿ â³÷íå é áåçñìåðòíå.

² òàêèì º æèòòÿ â Äóñ³, ÿêå ïåðåìàãàº âñ³ëÿêó
ïðèñòðàñòü ïëîò³, çà ñëîâàìè àïîñòîëà Ïàâëà: “Äóõîì
õîä³òå ³ ò³ëà ïîæàäëèâîñòåé íå
áóäåòå ÷èíèòè” (Ãàë. 5, 16).

Öþ äîðîãó ïðîòîðóâàâ
Ãîñïîäü, ïðèéøîâøè äî íàñ, ³ ö³
âîðîòà â³ä÷èíèâ, óâ³éøîâøè ó ñâ³ò;
³ ï³äíÿâøèñü äî Îòöÿ, íå äîçâîëèâ
¿õ çà÷èíèòè, à â³ä Íüîãî ÷åðåç ö³
âîðîòà ïîâåðòàºòüñÿ äî ëþäåé.
Çäåá³ëüøîãî æ º [ç íàìè] é
çàâæäè ñåðåä íàñ ïåðåáóâàº, ³
ïðèáóäå íàçàâæäè, äîòðèìóþ÷èñü
òèõ îá³òíèöü.

² òîìó, êîëè ñàì Ñïàñèòåëü
çàõîò³â áóòè îõðåùåíèì õðåùå-
ííÿì Éîàíà, íåìîâ íà ïèñüì³
íàïåðåä îêðåñëèâøè Ñâîº õðåùå-
ííÿ, Â³í îòâåðç íåáî, ïîêàçàâøè,
ùî ÷åðåç õðåùåííÿ ìè ìîæåìî
ïîáà÷èòè öå íåáåñíå ì³ñöå.

² öèì áóëî ÿâëåíî, ùî íå
ìîæíà óâ³éòè â æèòòÿ íå îõðåùå-
íîìó, é òàê ñàìî íàãîëîøåíî íà
òîìó, ùî êóï³ëü — öå âõ³ä ³ âîðîòà.
“Â³ä÷èí³òü ìåí³ âîðîòà ïðàâäè” (Ïñ.
118 (117), 19à), — êàæå Äàâèä,
ïðàãíó÷è, íà ìîþ äóìêó, ùîá ö³
âîðîòà áóëè â³ä÷èíåí³. Áî öå º òå, ùî “áàãàòî ïðîðîê³â
³ öàð³â õîò³ëè áà÷èòè” ³(Ëê. 10, 24), à ñàìå — ïðèøåñòÿ
íà çåìëþ Ìàéñòðà öèõ âîð³ò. Òîìó ùî, êîëè á òðàïèëîñü
éîìó, êàæå â³í, ñêîðèñòàòèñÿ âõîäîì ³ ïðîéòè ÷åðåç
âîðîòà, òî â³í âîçäàâ áè ïîäÿêó Áîãîâ³, ç ßêèì éîãî
ðîçä³ëÿº ñò³íà. “ß ââ³éäó íèìè, — êàæå â³í, — âîçäàì
Ãîñïîäåâ³ ïîäÿêó” (Ïñ. 118 (117), 196). Áåçïåðå÷íî áî,
÷åðåç ö³ âîðîòà â³í áè çì³ã äîñÿãòè òîãî íàéäîñêîíà-
ë³øîãî ï³çíàííÿ áëàãîäàò³ Áîæî¿ ³ ëþäèíîëþáñòâà äî
ðîäó ëþäñüêîãî.

Áî ÿêèé ùå ìîæå áóòè âàæëèâ³øèé çíàê
äîáðîòè é ëþäèíîëþáñòâà, íàä òîé, ÿêèé îìèâàþ÷è
âîäîþ, çâ³ëüíÿº äóøó â³ä ñêâåðíè, ïîìàçóþ÷è
ìèðîì, âîöàðÿº ó íåáåñíîìó öàðñòâ³, ³

íàãîäîâóº, ïðîïîíóþ÷è ò³ëî ñâîº ³ êðîâ? À ùî ëþäè
ñòàþòü áîãàìè ³ ñèíàìè Áîæèìè, ³ ïðèðîäà íàøà
ïîøàíîâóºòüñÿ ïî÷åñòþ áîæåñòâåííîãî, é ïîðîõ çåìíèé
òàê âèñîêî ï³äíîñèòüñÿ äî ñëàâè, ùî ñòàº ð³âíî
øàíîâàíèì ³ íàâ³òü ïîä³áíèì   äî Áîæî¿ ïðèðîäè — ç
÷èì öå ìîæíà ïîð³âíÿòè? ² ÿêó ùå ïåðåâàãó îáíîâëåííÿ
ìîæíà çàïðîïîíóâàòè?

Ñàìå òàêèì º òâîð³ííÿ äîìîóñòðîþ, çä³éñíåíå
ùîäî ëþäåé. Áî òóò íå ïðîñòî Áîã äàðóâàâ ëþäñüê³é
ïðèðîä³ ÿêåñü äîáðî, çáåð³ãøè á³ëüøå äëÿ Ñåáå, à “âñþ
ïîâíîòó Áîæåñòâà” (Êîë. 2, 9), âñüîãî Ñåáå âêëàâ ó
íüîãî, ÿê ïðèðîäíå éîãî áàãàòñòâî. Òîìó ³ ñêàçàâ àïîñòîë
Ïàâëî, ùî ñïðàâåäëèâ³ñòü Áîæà îñîáëèâî îá’ÿâëÿºòüñÿ
ó ªâàíãåë³¿ (äèâ. Ðèì. 1, 17). Áî ÿêùî é ³ñíóº ÿêàñü
äîáðî÷åñí³ñòü Áîæà ³ ñïðàâåäëèâ³ñòü, âîíà ïîëÿãàº â
òîìó, ùîá óñ³ì Â³í ùåäðî äàðóâàâ Ñâî¿ áëàãà é
ñîïðè÷àñòÿ áëàæåíñòâà.

Òîìó ñâÿùåíí³ òà¿íñòâà ö³ëêîì
ñëóøíî ìîæíà íàçâàòè âîðîòàìè
ïðàâäè (äèâ. Ïñ. 118 (117), 19),
áî íàéâèçíà÷àëüí³ø³ äëÿ ðîäó
ëþäñüêîãî ëþäèíîëþá³º Áîæå ³
áëàãîäàòü, ùî º äîáðî÷åñí³ñòþ
Áîæîþ òà ñïðàâåäëèâ³ñòþ,
çðîáèëè ¿õ äëÿ íàñ âõîäîì íà
íåáî.

Ñïðàâåäëèâ³ñòü íå ëèøå
â³ä÷èíèëà ö³ âîðîòà, à é ä³éøëà
÷åðåç íèõ ³ äî íàøîãî ðîäó. Áî â
äàâí³ ÷àñè, ïåðåä òèì ÿê Áîã
ïðèéøîâ äî ëþäåé, íå ìîæíà
áóëî çíàéòè ñïðàâåäëèâ³ñòü íà
çåìë³. Ñïîãëÿäàâ ç íåáà (äèâ. Ïñ.
14 (13), 2; 53 (52), 3) ³ øóêàâ ¿¿
ñàì Áîã, â³ä ßêîãî âîíà íå ìîãëà
ñõîâàòèñÿ, ÿêáè ò³ëüêè áóëà, àëå
âñå æ Â³í íå çíàéøîâ ¿¿. “Âñ³
â³äâåðíóëèñÿ çàãàëîì ³ çëåäàù³ëè;
íåìà í³êîãî, õòî äîáðî ÷èíèâ áè,
íåìà í³ îäíîãî!” (Ïñ. 14 (13), 3;
53 (52), 4; Ðèì. Ç, 12).

Ï³ñëÿ òîãî, ÿê “ïðàâäà ç çåìë³
âèðîñëà” (Ïñ. 85 (84), 12à) äëÿ

òèõ, õòî ñèäèòü ó òåìðÿâ³ áðåõí³ é ò³í³ (äèâ. Ìò. 4,16; Ëê.
1,79), òîä³ “³ ñïðàâåäëèâ³ñòü ïîäèâèëàñÿ ç íåáà” (Ïñ.
85 (84), 12 á), âïåðøå ïðàâäèâî é îñòàòî÷íî ÿâèâøèñü
ëþäÿì; ³ ìè, íàñàìïåðåä çâ³ëüíåí³ â³ä ïóò ³ ãàíüáè,
áóëè âèïðàâäàí³, êîëè Òîé, ßêèé íå ñòâîðèâ íåïðàâäè,
çàõèñòèâ íàñ ñìåðòþ ÷åðåç õðåñò, ÿêîþ áóâ ïîêàðàíèé
çà ñîä³ÿí³ íàìè çëîä³ÿííÿ; ïîò³ì ÷åðåç òó ñìåðòü ìè
ñòàëè ³ äðóçÿìè Áîæèìè, ³ ïðàâåäíèìè. Áî Ñïàñèòåëü,
ïîìåðøè, íå ëèøå çâ³ëüíèâ íàñ ³ ïðèìèðèâ ç Îòöåì, à
é äàâ íàì “ïðàâî ä³òüìè Áîæèìè ñòàòè” (Éî. 1, 12),
ïîºäíàâøè ³ç Ñîáîþ íàøó ïðèðîäó ÷åðåç ïëîòü, ÿêó

ïðèéíÿâ, ïîºäíóþ÷è êîæíîãî ç íàñ ç³ Ñâîºþ ïëîòòþ
ñèëîþ òà¿íñòâ. ² â öåé ñïîñ³á ñïðàâåäëèâ³ñòü

Ñâîþ ³ æèòòÿ çì³öíèâ ó äóøàõ íàøèõ.
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Áî ÿêùî, çã³äíî ç Ïèñàííÿì, áóëî áàãàòî
ïðàâåäíèõ ³ äðóç³â Áîæèõ ïåðåä
ïðèøåñòÿì Òîãî, Õòî âèïðàâäîâóâàâ ³
ïðèìèðþâàâ, ñë³ä ðîçóì³òè öå, ÿñíà ð³÷,
ñòîñîâíî äî ¿õíüîãî ÷àñó, à ïîò³ì —
ìàéáóòíüîãî. Òîìó âîíè ñòàëè òàêèìè
é áóëè ïðèãîòîâëåí³ ñòðåì³òè äî
ñïðàâåäëèâîñòè, ÿêà ìàëà âèÿâèòèñÿ; ³
áóëè çâ³ëüíåí³, êîëè áóëî äàíî âèêóï, ³
ïîáà÷èëè, êîëè ç’ÿâèëîñÿ ñâ³òëî, ³
â³äâåðíóëèñÿ â³ä ³äîë³â, êîëè â³äêðèëàñÿ
³ñòèíà. Öèì ïðàâåäí³ â³äð³çíÿþòüñÿ â³ä
ëóêàâèõ, ÿê³ áóëè ìàéæå â òèõ ñàìèõ
ïóòàõ, ³ ò³ºþ ñàìîþ òèðàí³ºþ áóëè
óÿðìëåí³; îäí³ â³ä÷óâàëè â³äðàçó äî òîãî
ïîíåâîëåííÿ òà ðàáñòâà, ³ ìîëèëèñÿ,
ùîá â’ÿçíèöÿ áóëà çíèùåíà é ïóòà ò³
áóëè ðîç³ðâàí³, ³ ïðàãíóëè ïîáà÷èòè
ãîëîâó òèðàíà, ÿêó òîï÷óòü â’ÿçí³, à äðóãèì
í³ùî ñó÷àñíå íå ëèøå íå âèäàâàëîñÿ
äèâíèì, à âîíè ùå é âò³øàëèñÿ,
ïåðåáóâàþ÷è â ðàáñòâ³. ² â ò³ áëàæåíí³
äí³ âîíè áóëè ñõîæ³ íà òèõ, ÿê³ íå ïðèéíÿëè ñîíöÿ, ùî
çàñ³ÿëî â íèõ, ³ íàìàãàëèñÿ, ÿê ò³ëüêè ìîãëè, éîãî ïðèãàñèòè,
ðîáëÿ÷è âñå, ùî, íà ¿õ äóìêó, ìîãëî áè çíèùèòè éîãî
ïðîì³ííÿ. Òîìó îäí³ âèçâîëèëèñÿ â³ä òèðàí³¿ â ïåêë³, êîëè
ç’ÿâèâñÿ öàð, ³íø³ çàëèøèëèñÿ ó ïóòàõ.

Òîìó áåçíåâèííèé Âëàäèêà, âèòåðï³âøè ñò³ëüêè
æàõëèâèõ ñòðàæäàíü, ïîìèðàº ³ íåñå ðàíó çà ëþäåé,
çàõèùàþ÷è [¿õ] ÿê ëþäèíà. Â³í çâ³ëüíÿº ð³ä [ëþäñüêèé] â³ä
îáâèíóâà÷åíü ³ äàðóº çâ’ÿçàíèì âîëþ, áî Ñàì, ÿê Áîã ³ Âëàäèêà,
íå ïîòðåáóâàâ ¿¿. À ÷îìó ñàìå ³ñòèííå æèòòÿ ïåðåõîäèòü ó íàñ
÷åðåç ñìåðòü Ñïàñèòåëÿ — öå âèäíî îñü ³ç ÷îãî.

Ñïîñ³á, ÿêèì ìè ïðèâàáëþºìî éîãî â íàø³ äóø³,
ïîëÿãàº ó òîìó, ùîá áóëè çä³éñíåí³ Òà¿íñòâà: îìèâàòèñÿ,
áóòè ïîìàçàíèì, íàñîëîäæóâàòèñÿ ñâÿùåííîþ òðàïåçîþ.
Òîìó äî òèõ, ÿê³ öå ðîáëÿòü, ïðèõîäèòü Õðèñòîñ ³ âñåëÿºòüñÿ
[â íèõ], ³ ïîºäíóºòüñÿ [ç íèìè], ³ ì³öí³º â íèõ, ³ ïðèäóøóº â
íàñ ãð³õ, ³ âêëàäàº Ñâîº æèòòÿ òà ïîäâèã, ³ ðîáèòü íàñ
ñï³âó÷àñíèêàìè ïåðåìîãè.

×îìó Õðèñòîñ óâ³í÷óº îìèòèõ, ïîìàçàíèõ
ìèðîì ³ òèõ, ùî çà òðàïåçîþ?

×îìó ³ ç ÿêî¿ î÷åâèäíî¿ ïðè÷èíè â³ä êóïåë³,
ìèðà, òðàïåçè — ïåðåìîãà é â³íåöü, ùî º ïëîäîì ïðàö³
é ïîòó?

Òîìó ùî, õî÷à ìè é íå âèÿâëÿºìî ñåáå â öüîìó, ³
íå ïðàöþºìî, çâåðøóþ÷è öå, àëå îñï³âóºìî òîé ïîäâèã ³
äèâóºìîñÿ ³ç ïåðåìîãè, é îáîæíþºìî ïåðåìîæíó íàãîðîäó,
³ çàñâ³ä÷óºìî ÿêóñü íàäçâè÷àéíó é íåâèìîâíó ëþáîâ  äî
ïîäâèãó. ² ò³ ðàíè, é ïþêàðàííÿ, ³ ñìåðòü ñïðèéìàºìî ÿê
ñâî¿, ÷åðåç ùî í³áè ïðèãÿãóºìî ¿õ äî ñåáå ³ ïðèçâîëÿºìîñÿ
ñàìî¿ ïëîò³ Ïîìåðëîãî é Âîñêðåñëîãî. Òîìó ñïðàâåäëèâî
íàñîëîäæóºìîñÿ áëàãàìè, ÿê³ éäóòü â³ä ñìåðòè é òèõ
ïîäâèã³â.

×îìó äàþòü ³ìåíà òèì, ùî õðåñòÿòüñÿ?

Ìîæå òîìó ñïàñåííèé äåíü
õðåùåííÿ ó õðèñòèÿí íàçèâàºòüñÿ äíåì
íàðå÷åííÿ íàéìåíóâàíü, áî òîä³ ìè
âèòâîðþºìîñÿ ³ âò³ëþºìîñÿ, ³ íàøå
áåçôîðìíå òà íåîêðåñëåíå æèòòÿ
íàáèðàº âèãëÿäó é îáðèñó. Òîáòî, ï³çíàí³
òîä³ Çíàþ÷èì Ñâî¿õ, ÿê êàæå Ïàâëî:
“Êîëè âè ñï³çíàëè Áîãà, ÷è ðàäøå, êîëè
Áîã ñï³çíàâ âàñ” (Ãàë. 4, 9), — ìè ÷óºìî
ñëîâî, ÿêå çíàìåíóº öåé äåíü —
íàéìåíóâàííÿ, îñê³ëüêè òîä³ ìè ³ñòèííî
ï³çíàí³; òîìó áóòè ï³çíàíèì Áîãîì
îçíà÷àº ³ñòèííî áóòè çíàíèì. ×åðåç ùî
ïðî òèõ, ÿê³ í³÷îãî ñï³ëüíîãî íå ìàþòü ç
öèì æèòòÿì, Äàâèä ñêàçàâ: “Íå ñïîì’ÿíó
³ìåí ¿õí³õ ìî¿ìè óñòàìè” (Ïñ. 16 (15), 4).
Áî íåï³çíàí³ é íåÿâëåí³ ò³, ÿê³ îïèíèëèñÿ
äàëåêî â³ä òîãî ñâ³òëà. Àäæå áåç ñâ³òëà
í³ äëÿ î÷åé íå áóâàº í³ùî ÿñíèì ³ç òîãî,
ùî ìîæíà ïîáà÷èòè, í³ äëÿ Áîãà íå áóâàº
çíàíèé òîé, õòî íå ïðèéíÿâ çâ³äòè
ïðîì³íü. À ïðè÷èíà [ïîëÿãàº â òîìó], ùî

íàñïðàâä³ íå ³ñíóº òå, ùî íå º ÿâíèì äëÿ òîãî ñâ³òëà, çã³äíî
ç öèì ñëîâîì: “Ãîñïîäü çíàº Ñâî¿õ” (2 Òèì. 2, 19), — à â
³íøîìó ì³ñö³ [Ñâÿòå Ïèñüìî] êàæå, ùî Â³í íå çíàº
íåðîçóìíèõ ä³â (äèâ. Ìò. 25, 12).

Òîìó õðåùåííÿ º ïðîñâ³òëåííÿì, áî äàþ÷è ³ñòèííå
áóòòÿ, ðîáèòü ¿õ â³äîìèìè Áîãîâ³ ³, ïðîâàäÿ÷è äî òîãî ñâ³òëà,
â³ääàëÿº â³ä òåìíîãî çëà. Òîìó âîíî é êóï³ëü, ùî âîíî
ïðîñâ³òëåííÿ.

Áî òàê âîíî äîçâîëÿº ñâ³òëîâ³ ïðàâäèâî ïîºäíóâà-
òèñÿ, âñ³ëÿêó ñêâåðíó, ÿêà çàñòóïàëà íàøèì äóøàì áîæåñòâå-
ííèé ïðîì³íü, çíèùóº, íà÷å ÿêóñü ñåðåäèííó ïåðåãîðîäêó.

À äàðîì º òîìó, ùî âîíî — íàðîäæåííÿ. Áî ÷è
ìîæå õòîñü çàïëàòèòè çà ñâîº íàðîäæåííÿ? Òîìó ÿêùî
õòî-íåáóäü çàõî÷å ïèëüíî ïðèäèâèòèñÿ, òî ïîáà÷èòü, ùî
ÿê ³ ï³ä ÷àñ ïðèðîäíüîãî íàðîäæåííÿ, òàê ñàìî ìè çàâ÷àñíî
íå ïðèâíîñèìî é ñàìîãî áàæàííÿ áëàã õðåùåííÿ. Àäæå
ìè æàäàºìî òîãî, ïðî ùî ìîæíà ïîìèñëèòè, à öå „íà
äóìêó ëþäèí³ íå ñïàëî” (1 Êîð. 2, 9), ïðî öå í³õòî íå ìîæå
ðîçì³ðêîâóâàòè, ïîêè íå ï³çíàº íà äîñâ³ä³. Õî÷à ÷óþ÷è ïðî
îá³öÿíó âîëþ ³ öàðñòâî, ìè ðîçäóìóºìî ïðî ÿêåñü ùàñëèâå
æèòòÿ, ÿêå ìîæíà îõîïèòè ëþäñüêèì ïîìèñëîì, àëå öå
ùîñü ö³ëêîì ³íàêøå, âèùå â³ä íàøîãî ðîçóì³ííÿ ³ ïðàãíåííÿ.

Ïîìàçàííÿ [âîíî] òîìó, ùî Õðèñòà, ïîìàçàíîãî äëÿ
íàñ, âîíî íàêðåñëþº â òèõ, ÿê³ ïðèéìàþòü òà¿íñòâî, âîíî º
³ ïå÷àòòþ, ÿêà âèêàðáîâóº ñàìîãî Ñïàñèòåëÿ. Áî ïîìàçàííÿ
ñêð³çü äîñêîíàëî ïî âñüîìó îáðàçó ïðîíèêàþ÷è â ò³ëî òîãî,
õòî [éîãî] ïðèéìàº ³ âñîòóº, ðîáèòü ïîìàçàíîãî â³äçíà÷åíèì,
³ âèÿâëÿº âèãëÿä éîãî, ³ º âî³ñòèíó ïå÷àòòþ.

²ç ìîâëåíîãî âèäíî, ùî â³ä íàðîäæåííÿ âîíî ìîæå
áóòè ïå÷àòòþ, ÿê ³ â³ä ïå÷àò³ — îáëà÷åííÿì ³ õðåùåííÿì. À
êîëè é äàð, ³ ïðîñâ³òëåííÿ, ³ êóï³ëü — ÿê òâîðåííÿ òà
íàðîäæåííÿ — ñòîñóþòüñÿ äî îäíîãî ³ òîãî æ, òî çðîçóì³ëî,
ùî âñ³ëÿêå íàéìåíóâàííÿ õðåùåííÿ îçíà÷àº ëèøå òå, ùî

êóï³ëü äëÿ íàñ º íàðîäæåííÿì ³ ïî÷àòêîì æèòòÿ ó
Õðèñò³.
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We would think that this would be an easy
question to answer … but if we ask around, we will get
many different answers. Some will tell us that we need
to know the Traditions of the Church. Some will say that
we need to know the Bible, others may say we need to
know the Saints, while still others recommend that we
need to know the liturgical services. While all of these
answers are excellent, how much do we need to know
about these things to begin the Orthodox journey?
Certainly, as we mature as adults, our understanding of
these and many other important topics regarding the
Orthodox faith should increase. But what is primary to
begin and live the faith that will count us among the
Orthodox believers?

Consider this primary thought: We must know
who we are in our hearts.

Inside every human is the heart, the rudder of
our ship. It is the center of our being.
It is the place where we converse
with both God and ourselves. It is
where we decide who we will be
and what we will be like. It is the
primary starting place for us to
understand Orthodox spirituality

The heart has been the main
topic in the writings of poets,
musicians, Valentine card authors, and
Saints. We often use such phrases
as “good hearted;” “a perfect heart,”
“the heart of the matter,” “a
hardened heart,” “a pure heart,” “a
foolish heart” or “a broken heart.”
Many of these expressions have
come from the writers of the Bible.
Indeed, the word “heart” or its
derivative occurs almost 1000 times
in the KJV of the Bible from the
front cover to the end.

The heart has been the main
topic in the writings of poets, musicians, Valentine card
authors, and Saints. We often use such phrases
as “good hearted;” “a perfect heart,”

“the heart of the matter,” “a hardened heart,” “a pure
heart,” “a foolish heart” or “a broken heart.” Many of
these expressions have come from the writers of the
Bible. Indeed, the word “heart” or its derivative occurs
almost 1000 times in the KJV of the Bible from the front
cover to the end.

Do we need to be a theologian, a monk, a
physiatrist, or an intellectual to understand this? No, surely
not. Most of what we need to know is just plain common
sense. After all, no one can deny that we have this place
in our being that makes us run. It is our personal identity.
Our heart makes us who we are. It is easy to us to talk
about the “heart of the problem.” Indeed, everyone has
a heart to understand, and recognizing this is the first
step to becoming identified with our Lord Jesus Christ.
The effects of sins of our hearts

My daughter just had a child. Holding him, I
thought, “It is so difficult to believe
that an infant’s heart is sinful.” Many
teach this, but not Orthodoxy. We
do not believe that we are totally
depraved, as many protestants do.
Nor do we believe we are born with
the guilt of sin, as the Romans teach.
Instead, we are born in innocence
and our heart is pure. To be sure, we
all sin. Yet some, as did our Lady the
Theotokos, continue in purity of heart
the rest of their lives, as blameless.
Since our teaching is different than
the Roman view, we did not need to
invent a doctrine of Immaculate
Conception. Mary, the Theotokos,
was as human as we are, yet morally
pure throughout her life. We are all
born in the same condition and we
have the choice to keep our hearts
pure and directed towards God, or
to sin and rebel against the purity of

a loving heart. Our lives become a continual struggle to
conform our hearts to purity and holiness.

Recognize this, and we are on our way

What is Primary to Orthodox Spirituality?What is Primary to Orthodox Spirituality?What is Primary to Orthodox Spirituality?What is Primary to Orthodox Spirituality?What is Primary to Orthodox Spirituality?
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to becoming Orthodox. Saint John Chrysostom puts it this
way: “When Christ says to follow the narrow path, he
addresses every man. The monk as well as the lay person
can attain the same spiritual heights.”

Some, however, in spite of the effects of sin on
humanity, are born in this blameless state and may continue
for their lifetime. To be clear, Jesus Christ is the only
Sinless One. Yet, these that I am thinking of, the mentally
or physically incapable, will never be responsible for what
they think in their hearts or turn into actions. God’s mercy
is given to them in a very special way. For the rest of us,
we must consider these things to the best of our abilities.
We are all held accountable to the light we are given.
For most of us, certainly those reading this essay, are
able to mature and develop and make progress this center
of our being, the heart. Just as Adam and Eve, we are
given the choice about what we put into our hearts and
can determine what our hearts
are like. Simply put, this is the
first step to becoming an
Orthodox Christian. Often with
baby steps, our initial decision
cont inues increas ingly
throughout our lives. This is the
process of becoming Orthodox:
Becoming God-like by restoring
the likeness of God in our hearts
and our daily lives.

So, do we want to
decide to develop the likeness
of God in our hearts?

Often, maybe most
often, we choose in our hearts,
to turn from God’s way to our
own but let’s say we want to
become like God. Or, we may
out of complacence shrug these
words off, and do nothing at
all. After all, we have more important things to do with
our time. But, if we are to take this all to heart, what do
we do next? St. John the Baptist tell us, “Repent and be
baptized.” Orthodoxy teaches us that this is the first step
to entering His Church. The Church also teaches us that
repenting and remembering our baptism is an ongoing
activity for us each day. We can be helped from both
the writings of the Saints and the Bible. In fact we should
not overlook the examples of good hearts that are around
us every day.. With this help, the truth of “As a man
thinketh in his heart so is he” (Proverbs 23:7) becomes a
reality.

In the classic writing “Unseen Warfare” written
in the 16th century by the priest Lorenzo Scupoli, and
revised by St. Theophan, we learn of the peacefulness of
the heart, and that our foremost directions of the heart
is towards peace. “So strive above all things to establish
and make firm the peaceful state of your
heart. All your virtues, all actions and

endeavors should be directed towards achieving this peace,
and especially your valiant feats of struggling against the
enemies or your salvation: Make it your whole care that
your inner state should be in accordance with God, and
you will vanquish your outer passion.”

In “The Art of Prayer: An Orthodox Anthology,”
we read: “Activities are not the main thing in life. The
most important thing is to have the heart directed and
attuned to God. Learn to perform everything you do in
such a way that it warms the heart instead of cooling it.
Whether reading or praying, working or talking with others,
you should hold fast to this one aim — not to let your
heart grow cool. Keep your inner stove always hot by
reciting a short prayer, and watch over your feelings in
case they dissipate this warmth. External impressions are
very rarely in harmony with inner work.” And “Look to
yourself, and have more concern with the heart.

The Saints often talk of
a more informal contemplative
approach, which is often missing
from the busy lives of the digital
society in which we now live. St.
Theophan the Recluse, in The
Path to Salvation, reminds us:
“True self-knowledge is to see
one’s own defects and
weaknesses so clearly that they
fill our whole view. And mark
this — the more you see yourself
at fault and deserving of every
censure, the more you will
advance. Unt i l the soul is
established with the mind in the
heart, it does not see itself, nor
is it properly aware of itself.”

St. Anthony the Great
recommends this norm for those
who want to improve their

hearts. His prescription allows all of us as we do mundane
tasks everyday, to talk to God. Every monk or nun has a
task to carry out in the course of the twenty-four hours.
Since these tasks are a matter of routine, they do not
demand any special attention; and so the hands can be
at work while the mind converses with God and thus
feeds the heart.

In the “Early Fathers From the Philokalia” we
read: “So, if a man lacks extreme humility, if he is not
humble with all his heart, all his mind, all his spirit, all his
soul and body — he will not inherit the kingdom of God.”
A truly humble heart is an Orthodox heart. Humility, a
subject all of its own, is what Orthodox Christians must
learn to develop from the outset and continue to develop
for a lifetime.

This is a very long passage from St. Theophan
the Recluse, “The Path to Salvation,” but I cannot say

it better:
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“Just as friction causes warmth, so do good works
warm the heart. Without them a good spirit also grows
cold and evaporates. This is what usually befalls those
who do not do anything, or those who limit themselves to
merely not doing evil and unrighteousness. No, we must
also find good works to do. Incidentally, there are also
those who make too much fuss over their works, and
therefore quickly exhaust themselves and dissipate the
spirit. Everything should be done in moderation. And …
developing the heart means developing within it a taste
for things holy, divine, and spiritual, so that when it finds
itself amidst such things it would feel as though it were
in its element. Finding them sweet and blessed, it would
be indifferent to all else, with no taste for anything else;
and even more — it would find anything else revolting. All
of man’s spiritual activity centers in the heart. The truths
are impressed in it, and good dispositions are
rooted into it. But its main work is developing
a taste for the spiritual, as we have shown.
When the mind sees the whole spiritual world
and its different components, various good
beginnings ripen in the will. The heart, under
their influence, should taste sweetness in all
of this and radiate warmth. This delight in the
spiritual is the first sign of the regeneration of
a soul deadened by sin. Therefore the heart’s
development is a very important point even in
the early stages. “The work directed at it is all
of our Church services in all forms — common
and personal, at home and in church — and it is
mainly achieved through the spirit of prayer moving within
it. Church services, that is, all the daily services, together
with the entire arrangement of the church’s icons, candles,
censing, singing, chanting, movements of the clergy, as
well as the services for various needs; then services in the
home, also using ecclesiastical objects such as sanctified
icons, holy oil, candles, holy water, the Cross, and incense
— all of these holy things together acting upon all the
senses — sight, hearing, smell, touch, and taste — are the
“cloths that wipe clean” the senses of a deadened soul.
They are the strongest and the only reliable way to do it.
The soul becomes deadened by the spirit of the world,
and possessed by sin that lives in the world. The entire
structure of our Church services, with their tone, meaning,
power of faith, and especially the grace concealed within
them, have an invincible power to drive away the spirit of
the world. In freeing the soul from the world’s onerous
influence, it allows the soul to breathe freely and to
taste the sweetness of spiritual freedom. Walking into
church we walk into a completely different world, are
influenced by it, and change according to it. The same
thing happens when we surround ourselves with holy
objects. Frequent impressions of the spiritual world more
effectively penetrate within and more quickly bring about
a transformation of the heart.”

St. Peter tells to take action to add
virtues to our whole being. As we

understand, the knowledge that he is talking about is not
merely head knowledge, but that knowledge that is spiritual
and invasive to the heart, mind, soul and body. As a
reminder, here is a passage from St. Peter’s second epistle.

Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the
knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord, as His divine
power has given to us all things that pertain to life and
godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us
by glory and virtue, by which have been given to us
exceedingly great and precious promises, that through
these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having
escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.
But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to
your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, to knowledge self-
control, to self-control perseverance, to perseverance
godliness, to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly

kindness love. For if these things are yours and
abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful
in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. For
he who lacks these things is shortsighted, even
to blindness, and has forgotten that he was
cleansed from his old sins. Therefore, brethren,
be even more diligent to make your call and
election sure, for if you do these things you
will never stumble; for so an entrance will be
supplied to you abundantly into the everlasting
kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

In our heart, we need to return to God’s
way — become like Him. We need to do this
continually, becoming more like God and less

like self centered, self-aggrandizing, self-promoting
individuals. God has given his people the many ways to
become ,ore like Him and to restore the likeness of
God’s ways in our hearts. Yes, this process is difficult. We
all need help with it. But we are given the power of God,
His grace and mercy, as well as His community, the Church
to help us to mold our hearts anew in this process.

Begin the process of working on our hearts.
So, have we begun to know our hears? Have we

started working on our hearts to make them God-like?
Are our hearts Orthodox? Or, are we more interested in
knowing others hearts, or your own? Do we spend more
time predicting the actions of others based upon how we
perceive them in their hearts … or do we spend more
time considering our hearts, and predicting what our actions
will be? Orthodox Christianity teaches us that we must
be concerned about our own hearts. Help me to see my
own sins and not to judge my brother. The disciplines of
prayer and our services become important to continually
maintain our hearts toward God. The mysteries of the
church give to us to help us in this journey. Even in the
mundane times of everyday life, our hears can be directed

to, and made more like God intended them to be. For
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall

see God” (Matthew 5:8).
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Óêðà¿íñüêèé ïðàâîñëàâíèé êàòåäðàëüíèé ñîáîð
Ñâÿòîãî Àíäð³ÿ ó Âàø³í´òîí³ íå òàêèé âåëèêèé, ÿêèì
éîãî ìîæíà á óÿâèòè, ïî÷óâøè éîãî íàçâó. Â ä³éñíîñò³
öå â³äíîñíî íåâåëèêà ïàðàô³ÿ, ðîçòàøîâàíà ó Ñ³ëâåð
Ñïð³í´, øòàò Ìåð³ëåíä, îäíîìó ç ï³âí³÷íèõ ïåðåäì³ñòü
ñòîëèö³ Ñïîëó÷åíèõ Øòàò³â. Öåðêîâíèé êîìïëåêñ
âêëþ÷àº ÷óäîâèé õðàì, áåçïîñåðåäíüî äî ÿêîãî
ïðèëÿãàº ïàðàô³ÿëüíèé öåíòð ç âåëèêîþ çàëåþ, â ÿê³é
âëàøòîâóþòüñÿ ð³çí³ ãðîìàäñüê³ ç³áðàííÿ, êîíöåðòè òà
³íø³ ³ìïðåçè. ß íå íàëåæó äî ö³º¿ ïàðàô³¿, àëå áóâàþ ó
í³é ÷àñòî, à ïðî äåÿê³ ³ìïðåçè ÿ ïèñàâ â “Ukrainian
Weekly”.

ß çãàäóþ òóò ïðî öþ ãðîìàäó, áî â ¿¿ ðàìêàõ
ä³º Ñåñòðèöòâî Ñâ. Îëüãè. Öå íåâåëèêà, àëå äóæå ä³ÿëüíà
ãðóïà æ³íîê, ÿê³ íà ïðîòÿç³ îñòàíí³õ 20 ðîê³â ïîäèâóã³äíî
ïðèñâÿ÷óþòüñÿ äîïîìîç³ òèì, êîãî ²ñóñ Õðèñòîñ íàçâàâ
“íàéìåíøèìè ç áðàò³â Ìî¿õ îöèõ” â Óêðà¿í³. Êîëè ÿ
ðîçäóìóâàâ ï³ä ÷àñ íåùîäàâí³õ ñâÿòêîâèõ äí³â ïðî âñå
òå ïîçèòèâíå ³ íåãàòèâíå, ùî äîâåëîñü ïåðåæèòè íàì
– êîæíîìó îñîáèñòî ³ ö³ëîþ ãðîìàäîþ òóò ³ â íàøèõ
â³äíîñèíàõ ç Óêðà¿íîþ, ìåí³ ðàç-ó-ðàç ïðèãàäóâàëàñü
¿õíÿ ñàìîâ³ääàíà ïðàöÿ ³ ïîñâÿòà. Òå, ùî âîíè ðîáèëè,
âíîñèëî ïðîìåí³ òåïëîòè ³ äîáðîçè÷ëèâîñò³ ó çàãàëüíî
ïîõìóðèé 2008-é ð³ê. À öå æ áóâ ð³ê, ùî ïðèí³ñ ç
ñîáîþ íèù³âí³ áóð³ òà ïîâåí³ â çàõ³äíèõ îáëàñòÿõ
Óêðà¿íè, íàäòî ÷àñò³ êàòàñòðîôè – ó ñõ³äíèõ, ðó¿ííèöüê³
òð³ùèíè â ïîë³òè÷íèõ ñòðóêòóðàõ, ÷èñëåíí³ çàãðîçè ç
áîêó ñóñ³äà íà ï³âíî÷³ ³ ðóéíàö³ÿ åêîíîì³êè, ñïðè÷èíåíà
ì³æíàðîäíîþ ô³íàíñîâîþ êðèçîþ.

Ñåñòðèöòâî Ñâ. Îëüãè ïðîâàäèòü ñâîþ “ì³ñ³þ
ìèëîñåðäÿ” ÷åðåç â³ää³ë äîáðîä³éíî¿ äîïîìîãè ç 1989
ðîêó. Êîîðäèíàòîð ì³ñ³¿ Îëüãà Ìàòóëà êàæå, ùî ç òîãî
÷àñó áóëî ç³áðàíî ïîæåðòâ íà ñóìó ïîíàä 155 000
äîëàð³â. Ö³ ãðîø³ ðîçñèëàþòüñÿ íåâåëèêèìè ñóìàìè
ïîòðåáóþ÷èì õâîðèì, ñèðîòàì, ñòóäåíòàì, øêîëàì,
ïàðàô³ÿì òà êóëüòóðíèì ä³ÿ÷àì â Óêðà¿í³. Âîíè òàêîæ
âèñëàëè ïîíàä 900 âåëèêèõ ïàêóíê³â ç îäÿãîì òà
³íøèìè ðå÷àìè äëÿ ïîòðåáóþ÷èõ ïî âñ³é Óêðà¿í³.

Ó ÷åðâí³ ìèíóëîãî ðîêó ìåí³ òðàïèëîñü áóòè íà
ìîæëèâî îñòàíí³é ï³âð³÷í³é ñåñ³¿ ïðèãîòóâàííÿ ïàêóíê³â,
ïðèçíà÷åíèõ äëÿ âèñèëêè. Íà á³ëüøîñò³ ñòîë³â ó
ïàðàô³ÿëüí³é çàë³ âèñî÷³ëè ãîðè ïîæåðòâóâàíîãî äëÿ
ö³º¿ ìåòè îäÿãó, âçóòòÿ, êíèæîê, ³ãðàøîê òà ð³çíèõ
ïîäàðóíî÷ê³â. Ïîíàä 20 ÷ëåíêèíü Ñåñòðèöòâà ñòàðàííî
ñîðòóâàëè ïîäàðîâàíå òà â³äáèðàëè â³äïîâ³äí³ ðå÷³, ùî
ìàëè áóòè íàä³ñëàí³ êîíêðåòíèì îñîáàì, ðîäèíàì ÷è
îðãàí³çàö³ÿì íà ¿õíüîìó ñïèñêó. Ïîñîðòîâàí³ ðå÷³
ïàêóâàëè ó âåëèê³ êàðòîíí³ êîðîáêè, ÿê³

òðîº ÷îëîâ³ê³â çâàæóâàëè, çàïå÷àòóâàëè ³ ãîòóâàëè äî
âèñèëêè.

Ïàí³ Ìàòóëà çàçíà÷èëà, ùî ï³ä ÷àñ ïîïåðåäí³õ
ï³âð³÷íèõ ñåñ³é ñåñòðèö³ ãîòóâàëè ïåðåñ³÷íî 30-35
ïàêóíê³â, àëå òîìó, ùî öå ìàëî áóòè îñòàííº âèñèëàííÿ,
âîíè çàïàêóâàëè áëèçüêî 50, âàãîþ ïðèáëèçíî 50
ôóíò³â êîæåí.

Ñåðåä òèõ, äëÿ êîãî Ñåñòðèöòâî ïðèçíà÷àëî
ïàêóíêè öèì ðàçîì, áóâ äèòÿ÷èé îñåðåäîê “Ñîíå÷êî”òà
öåðêâà â Ìèêîëàºâ³ Âîëèíñüêî¿ îáëàñò³, äèòÿ÷èé ñàäî÷îê
“Òàðàñèê” â ñåë³ Øåâ÷åíêîâå íà ×åðêàùèí³, óáîãà
ðîäèíà â Ìèðãîðîä³ íà Ïîëòàâùèí³, îñèðîò³ëà äèòèíà
ç Áîðèñïîëÿ á³ëÿ Êèºâà, ÷èÿ ìàòè íåùîäàâíî ïîìåðëà.
Ñåñòðèöòâî ïîâ³äîìèëî ïàðàô³ÿí Ñâ. Àíäð³ÿ, ùî âîíî
íå áóäå á³ëüëøå ïðèéìàòè ðå÷åé äëÿ âèñèëàííÿ â
Óêðà¿íó, àëå ïðîäîâæóâàòèìå íàäàâàòè ô³íàíñîâó
äîïîìîãó ñèðîòàì, ñòóäåíòàì, õðîí³÷íî õâîðèì òà
ïåíñ³îíåðàì, ïîñèëàþ÷è íåâåëèê³ ñóìè ãðîøåé
áåçïîñåðåäíüî ¿ì àáî ÷åðåç ³ñíóþ÷³ äîïîìîãîâ³
îðãàí³çàö³¿. Òà ñòàëîñÿ òàê, ùî õî÷ öå ìàëî áóòè îñòàííº
âèñèëàííÿ äîïîìîãè, ÷åðåç ê³ëüêà òèæí³â ó ñåñòðèöü
íàçáèðàëîñÿ ðå÷åé ùå íà îäèí ðàç.

Â ëèñò ³ ïîäÿêè óñ³ì æåðòâîäàâöÿì òà
äîáðîâîëüöÿì, íàäðóêîâàíîìó â ùîòèæíåâîìó
ïàðàô³ÿëüíîìó áþëåòåí³, ãîëîâà Ñåñòðèöòâà ïàí³ Ñîô³ÿ
Êðàâåöü òà ïàí³ Ìàòóëà çàçíà÷èëè, ùî âîíè îäåðæàëè
ñîòí³ âäÿ÷íèõ ëèñò³â, ÿê³ ñâ³ä÷àòü ïðî òå, “íàñê³ëüêè,
çàâäÿêè íàø³é äîïîìîç³, ñòàëî êðàùå æèòè ëþäÿì,
ÿêèì äîâåëîñü ïåðåæèòè òÿæê³ âèïðîáóâàííÿ”. Àâòîðêè
ïîäÿêè çîêðåìà âèð³çíèëè ëèñòà â³ä ðîäèíè Ïîë³ùóê³â,
ÿê³ äÿêóâàëè çà ëèñòóâàííÿ ç íèìè: “Âàø³ ëèñòè çàâæäè
ïðèâ³òí³ ³ çâîðóøëèâ³. Ìè â³ä÷óâàºìî ó íèõ âàøó äîáðîòó,
ëþáîâ ³ ìð³¿ ïðî Óêðà¿íó, òóðáîòè ïðî ¿¿ ìàéáóòíº, ¿¿
íàðîä. Ìè â³ä÷óâàºìî âñå öå ó íàø³é ðîäèí³, ïðî ÿêó
âè äáàºòå òàê â³äêðèòî ³ âåëèêîäóøíî”.

Ñåñòðèöòâî Ñâ. Îëüãè ïðè êàòåäðàëüíîìó ñîáîð³
Ñâ. Àíäð³ÿ ó Âàø³í´òîí³ íå ºäèíå â òàê³é ä³ÿëüíîñò³. ß
ïåâíèé, ùî º é ³íø³ íåâåëèê³ ãðóïè ëþäåé, ùî ïðàöþþòü
ó öüîìó âèíîãðàäíèêó. ª é á³ëüø³, äîáðå â³äîì³
äîïîìîãîâ³ îðãàí³çàö³¿, ÿê íàïðèêëàä: Çëó÷åíèé
Óêðà¿íñüêèé Àìåðèêàíñüêèé Äîïîìîãîâèé Êîì³òåò,
Ôîíä Äîïîìîãè òà Ðîçâèòêó Ä³òÿì ×îðíîáèëÿ,
Òîâàðèñòâî Äîïîìîãè Ñèðîòàì â Óêðà¿í³, òà ³íø³. Ìè
ïîâèíí³ áóòè âäÿ÷íèìè çà öå, çîêðåìà òåïåð, êîëè ìè
ñòàëè ñâ³äêàìè äðàìàòè÷íî¿ ïîÿâè ³íøî¿ ñòîðîíè íàøî¿
ëþäñüêî¿ ïðèðîäè òà íàñë³äê³â ìîðàë³ â³ëüíîãî ðèíêó,

ÿêà ñòàâèòü ìàòåð³àëüíó êîðèñòü ïîíàä óñå ³íøå.
“The Ukrainian Weekly” Jan. 11, 2009

ßðîñëàâ Á³ãóí

ÍÀÉÌÅÍØÈÌ
Ç ÁÐÀÒ²Â ÌÎ¯Õ ÎÖÈÕ…
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The St. Andrew Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral
of Washington is not as large as its name would
suggest. It’s a relatively small parish located in
Maryland’s Silver Spring suburb north of the nation’s
capital. It has a beautiful church adjoined by a parish
center with a large hall that serves as a venue for
parish and Ukrainian community gatherings, concerts
and other events. A non-parishioner, I have been there
many times and have reported on some of them in
The Weekly. I mention the church here because of its
Sisterhood of St. Olha, a small but very active group
of women who over the past twenty years have been
caring for “the least of these My brethren” in Ukraine
in a most admirable way. As I reflected during this
holiday season on the good and bad things we
experienced over the past year – personally and as a
community here and in our relationship with Ukraine
– it was their selfless work and dedication that brought
a sense of benevolence and warmth into an otherwise gloomy
2008, a year that saw devastating storms and floods in
Ukraine’s western oblasts, all-to-frequent mine disasters in
the east, a crumbling domestic political environment, various
threats from its neighbor to the north and a collapsing economy
resulting from the international financial crisis.

The sisterhood of St. Olha has been conducting its
“mission of mercy” in Ukraine since its founding here in 1989.
Its mission coordinator, Olha Matula, said that over the years
they have collected more than $140,000 in donations which
were then disbursed in small amounts to the needy sick, orphans,
students, schools, parishes and cultural activists in Ukraine as
well as to cover the cost of shipping more than 800 large
packages with clothing and other goods to those needy
throughout Ukraine.

I happened to witness what was supposed to be the
last of the semi-annual package preparation and sending sessions
last June. Most of the large tables in the parish hall had
mounds of donated clothing, footwear, books, toys and other
treats. About twenty members of the Sisterhood were sorting
the donated items and selecting the appropriate pieces to be
sent to each receiving individual, family or organization on its
list. They packed them in large cardboard boxes that, with the
help of three men, were then weighed, sealed and prepared
for shipment.

Mrs. Matula noted that previous semi-annual shipments
averaged 30-35 packages, but because this was to be the last
shipment, they packed close to 50, each weighting about 50
pounds.

Among the recipients in this shipment were: the
Sonechko children center and a church in Mykolayiv in Volynska
oblast, the Tarasyk preschool in the village Shevchenkove in
Cherkaska oblast, a poor family in Myrhorod in Poltavska
oblast, and a child whose mother died recently in
Boryspil, near Kyiv.

THE LEAST OF THESE MY BRETHREN

After the June shipment, the Sisterhood informed its
church members that it would no longer accept articles for
shipment to Ukraine, but that it would continue to provide
financial assistance to orphans, students, the chronically ill,
and pensioners by sending small amounts of money to them
directly or through existing aid organizations. As it turned out,
however, there was yet another shipment that followed a
few weeks later.

In a statement of thanks to its donors and volunteers
published in the Chathedral’s newsletter, the Sisterhood’s
president, Sophia Krawec, and Mrs. Matula noted that they
had received hundreds of letters of thanks bearing witness
“to the difference our assistance has made to people enduring
the most trying times of their lives. “ They singled out one of
the letters, from the Polishchuk family, which also thanked
them for corresponding with them: “Your letters are always
friendly and moving. One can feel your kindness, love and a
longing for Ukraine, a caring about its future, its people. We
feel all of this in our family, for which you have cared so
openly and magnanimously.”

The Sisterhood of St. Olha at the St. Andrew Ukrainian
Orthodox Cathedral in Washington is not alone in its endeavor.
I’m sure there are other small groups that work in that
vineyard, as there are the more widely known organizations
like the United Ukrainian American Relief Committee, Children
of Chornobyl Fund, Orphans Aid Society, among others. And
we should be thankful for that – especially now, as we
witnessed in a dramatic way the emergence of the other side
of our human nature and the consequences of a free- market
morality that places personal material gain above all else.

Members of the Sisterhood of St. Olha at St. Andrew
Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral in Washington pause to be
photographed – along with a few helpful husbands and their

pastor Fr. Volodymyr Steliac – during a packing session
o f clothing and other goods for shipment to the

needy in Ukraine last June.
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Each of us has our reasons for giving
to the Church, but it wasn’t until a few
weeks ago that I had to grapple with
discovering what those were for myself.
Before pledges were turned in at the
beginning of the year, a few members were
invited to share each Sunday about
Stewardship and why they give to the
Church. It was a beautiful look into the
hearts of our family. Just listening gave me
a greater insight into such a very important
part of our church involvement. As my
Sunday to speak steadily approached, I
realized I needed to give some serious
thought to such a serious subject. Why do I give?

For years, my giving had been a mirror of what
my parents had done. I watched them drop the envelope
in the tray each week and followed their example, never
asking why or even feeling the need to question. It was
as normal as getting up for church every Sunday morning.
When I began working and going to church on my own,
giving was the natural thing to do: You go to church, you
give. I was going to church, so I gave. Simple. Natural.

But that really isn’t a reason, is it? I found
myself forced to stop and sincerely reflect on something
that had become a routine habit and consider the meaning
behind it. Why do I give? After major selfreflection, along
with some reading and talks with friends, I gained a
much deeper understanding of my answer to this question
and what it really means.

A place of peace to calm the madness
During my reflection, the first thing I discovered

was that it was for purely selfish reasons and what the
Church provides for me. In 1963, a movie came out called
It’s a Mad, Mad, Mad, Mad World. In the comedy, a
group of strangers witness a terrible accident on a desert
highway. The dying crash victim reveals in his last words
that he has buried a stolen fortune of $350,000. The
witnesses can’t agree on how to share the money so a
wild and frenzied chase ensues for the hidden treasure.
Everyone is looking out for himself and will do whatever
it takes to get that money. The movie epitomizes greed
and pandemonium.

Sometimes I feel like our lives can resemble
that chaos. The madness of the daily grind
and our complicated schedules demands

so much from us mentally, physically, and
spiritually, I can sometimes lose my bearings
and things can feel out of control. Then,
when I finally do get home and turn on the
news I realize it’s not just me, but the whole
world has gone completely nuts.

But thank God, there’s a place we can
go to get away from that madness, a place
where we can find solace and peace. That
place is the Church. If we can manage to
turn down or even mute the noise of our
lives and let the calm of Church take over
our senses, there’s a soothing peace to be
experienced. However, it’s not just peace

and quiet that we find. We find Christ Himself. It’s a
place where we can put away our daily cares, our fears,
and our worries. A place where we can clear out the
clutter from our souls and let the beauty and wisdom of
the prayers and the holiness of Communion refill us,
rejuvenate us, refocus us, and renew us every week. For
that brief time, we’re in Heaven. I’ve never experienced

Katherine Baine

Stewardship: Why Do You Give?
Have You Asked Yourself Lately?

(Conclusion on p. 20)
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Îäíó ç ïðè÷èí â ³ñòîðè÷íîìó ëàíöþãó
ìîðàëüíîãî ïàä³ííÿ êíÿç³â ³ ðàò³ äîõðèñòèÿíñüêî¿ Ðóñè
ë³òîïèñåöü îïèñàâ òàê: “Â ë³òî 914. Ï³øîâ ²ãîð íà äðåâëÿí
³, ïåðåì³ãøè ¿õ, íàêëàâ íà íèõ äàíèíó, á³ëüøó çà Îëåãîâó.
Â ë³òî 945. Ï³øîâ ²ãîð íà äðåâëÿíñüêó çåìëþ ³ íàêëàâ
äî ïåðøî¿ äàíèíè ùå íîâó. Áàãàòî çëà òâîðèëè
äðåâëÿíàì ìóæ³ éîãî... ² â³äïóñòèâ äðóæèíó, ³ ïîâåðíóâñÿ,
ùîá óçÿòè á³ëüøîãî áàãàòñòâà”... Çíàºìî, ÷èì çàê³í÷èëàñü
éîãî çàõëàíí³ñòü. Áî ãîíèòâà çà çèñêîì íå çóïèíÿºòüñÿ
çà ìîðàëüíèìè ÷è ô³çè÷íèìè ïåðåøêîäàìè. Âèõîäèòü,
ùî á³ëüøîâèöüêà “ïðîäðàçâüîðñòêà”, òåïåð³øí³é
ïîäàòêîâèé çàøìîðã ³ îðãàí³çîâàíèé ðåêåò âèðîñòàëè
ç îäíîãî êîðåíÿ: Ñóìíîçâ³ñíà êîðóìïîâàí³ñòü âëàäíèõ
óêðà¿íñüêèõ ñòðóêòóð º íàñë³äêîì ïàä³ííÿ õðèñòèÿíñüêî¿
ìîðàë³.

Ïðîáëåìà “çîëîòî¿ ñåðåäèíè”

Ãîñïîäü òàê çàñòåð³ã ñêîðîáàãàòüê³â: “Áî êàæåø:
“Áàãàòèé ÿ, ³ ðîçáàãàò³â, ³ í³ â ÷îìó ïîòðåáè íå ìàþ”, à
íå çíàºø, ùî òè çëîùàñíèé ³ ì³çåðíèé, ³ óáîãèé, ³ ñë³ïèé,
³ ãîëèé. Ðàäæó òîá³ êóïèòè â Ìåíå çîëîòî, ïðî÷èùåíå
âîãíåì, ùîá òè çáàãàò³â, ³ á³ëó îäåæó, ùîá çîäÿãíóâñÿ,
àáè íå âèäíî áóëî ñîðîìó íàãîòè òâîº¿, ³ ìàççþ äëÿ
î÷åé ïîìàæ ñâî¿ î÷³, ùîá ì³ã áà÷èòè” (Îäê 3.17).

Àáè äîñÿãàòè î÷èùåííÿ, çîëîòî áàãàòîðàçîâî
ðîçïëàâëÿþòü â ðîçïå÷åíèõ òèãëÿõ, âèäàëÿþ÷è óñ³
øëàêè, ùî âèïëèâàþòü íàâåðõ. Ïîä³áíî äóõîâíå
î÷èùåííÿ ïîòðåáóº âîãíÿíèõ äóõîâíèõ ïëàâîê-ïîêàÿíü
³ ñïîâ³äàíü. Ñïðàâä³ âàæêî ï³äí³ìàòèñÿ äî ïåðåâàã
äóõîâíîãî ïî÷àòêó. Àëå: “Õòî áóâ âèïðîáóâàíèé çîëîòîì
- ³ çîñòàâñÿ íåïîðî÷íèì? - Õàé öå áóäå éîìó â ïîõâàëó”
(Ñèð 31.10). Àäæå êîëèñü áàãàòñòâî ïàòð³ÿðõ³â Àâðààìà,
ßêîâà, öàðÿ Äàâèäà ³ ùå áàãàòüîõ Áîæèõ ëþäåé íå
çìåíøóâàëî ¿õíüî¿ â³ðè ³ áëàæåíñòâà “âáîãèõ äóõîì”.
Ïîì³æ óÿâíèìè êîîðäèíàòàìè ìàòåð³ÿëüíîãî ³ äóõîâíîãî
áàãàòñòâà ëåæèòü õèñòêà “çîëîòà ñåðåäèíà”, ÿêó âàæêî
³íòó¿òèâíî çíàõîäèòè, à ùå âàæ÷å ðåàëüíî âòðèìóâàòè.
Àäæå äâîìà çàïîâ³äÿìè ³ç äåñÿòè,
çàáîðîíèâøè êðàä³ííÿ ³ çàçäðîù³, Áîã
òèì ñàìèì îñâÿòèâ ïðèâàòíó âëàñ-
í³ñòü, òîáòî åâåíòóàëüíå ñïðàâåäëèâå
çáàãà÷óâàííÿ, ïîñòàâèâ ¿¿ ôóíäà-
ìåíòîì ìàòåð³ÿëüíîãî ñâ³òîïîðÿäêó
ëþäñüêîãî ñóñï³ëüñòâà. Ðîçõèòóâàòè
öþ îñíîâó º ñïðàâîþ â³ä ëóêàâîãî:
àáè ëþäè ïîñò³éíî ñóïåðå÷èëè Áîæ³é
ïîñòàíîâ³, áåçïåðåñòàíêó âïàäàþ÷è
â ãð³õ.

Ñîòåð ÂÀÍ×ÈÖÜÊÈÉ

Ãðîøîëþáñòâî
“Êîð³íü óñüîãî ëèõîãî - ãðîøîëþáñòâî” (Òèì 6.10)

Ñàòàíà ï³äøåïíóâ ³äåîëîãàì ìàòåð³ÿë³çìó äâà
êðàéí³ çàñîáè, ÿê â³ääàëÿòè ëþäñòâî â³ä “çîëîòî¿
ñåðåäèíè” äóõîâî¿ ñòàá³ëüíî-ñòè ïðèâàòíî¿ âëàñíîñòè
- çíåö³íþâàòè àáî ïåðåîö³íþ-âàòè ¿¿ ñóòí³ñòü.

²ëþçîðí³ ³äåîëîã³÷í³ ïîáóäîâè ïîçà Áîæèì
ôóíäàìåíòîì “çîëîòî¿ ñåðåäèíè” ïðèâàòíî¿ âëàñíîñòè
ðàí³øå ÷è ï³çí³øå ðîçâàëþþòüñÿ. Ãðîøîëþáñòâî âèÿâëÿº
ì³çåðí³ñòü äóõó äåìîðàë³çîâàíî¿ åë³òè. Êîëè “ãðîø³
ïàõíóòü” ãð³õîì, åêâ³âàëåíò ëþäñüêî¿ ïðàö³ âòðà÷àº
äóõîâíó ö³íí³ñòü, ñòàº íîñ³ºì çëà: “Ãëÿä³òü ³ áåðåæ³òüñÿ
âñÿêî¿ çàæåðëèâîñòè, áî íå â³ä íàäì³ðó òîãî, ùî õòî
ìàº, çàëåæèòü éîãî æèòòÿ” (Ëê 12.15).

Â öåíòð³ “çîëîòî¿ ñåðåäèíè” ñïðàâåäëèâîãî
çáàãà÷åííÿ Áîã ïîñòàâèâ äæåðåëîì áàãàòñòâà ëþäñüêó
ïðàöþ: “Â ïîò³ ëèöÿ òâîãî ¿ñòèìåø õë³á òâ³é” (Áóò 3.19).
Öÿ Áîæà ïîñòàíîâà çàïåðå÷óº çáàãà÷åííÿ ÷åðåç êðàä³æ,
ïîãðàáóâàííÿ, îáìàí áëèæí³õ, ï³äêóïí³ñòü, øàõðàéñòâà,
ãîíèòâó çà çèñêîì: “Çîëîòîëþáîâ³ íåìà âèïðàâäàííÿ -
õòî ãîíèòüñÿ çà çèñêîì, íà ìàí³âö³ ç³á’ºòüñÿ” (Ñèð 31.5).
×è ìîæå ñïðàâåäëèâèé Áîã ïîáëàãîñëîâèòè âêðàäåíó
âëàñí³ñòü? Ìàðí³ ñïîä³âàííÿ óñåñâ³òí³õ êîìá³íàòîð³â ³
êðóò³¿â îáìàíóòè Áîãà! Àäæå Áîã íå ìîæå áóòè
îáìàíóòèé ³ îñì³ÿíèé.

    Ïðîáëåìà “âóøêà ãîëêè”

×è â á³äàöòâ³ ãëèáîêî çàêëàäåíå äóõîâíå
çðîñòàííÿ, à â áàãàòñòâ³ çóáîæ³ííÿ, ÿê áóêâàëüíî çà
ïðèò÷åþ ïðî áàãà÷à ³ Ëàçàðÿ? ×è “çîëîòîþ ñåðåäèíîþ”
ì³æ íèìè ìàº ñòàòè ³ððàö³îíàëüíå “âóøêî ãîëêè”, ÿêå
Ãîñïîäü ùå äîáàâëÿº äî ö³º¿ ïðîáëåìè: “ßê òÿæêî òèì,
ùî áàãàòñòâà ìàþòü, óâ³éòè â Öàðñòâî Áîæå” (Ëóê 18.25).

ßê ñâ³ä÷àòü àðõåîãðàôè, “âóøêîì ãîëêè” òîä³
íàçèâàëè âóçüêèé ³ íèçüêèé ëàç á³ëÿ ìàñèâíèõ âîð³ò
òâåðäèí³, ùî ìàâ íàä³éíèé çàñóâ. ×åðåç íüîãî
ïðîïóñêàëè íàâêîë³øêè çàï³çíåíèõ, êîëè âîðîòà áóëè
çà÷èíåí³. Âåðáëþäè çîñòàâàëèñü çîâí³. Àëå ÿê
âåðáëþäàì, òàê ³ áàãàòèì Áîã äàº ìîæëèâ³ñòü óâ³éòè â

Éîãî òâåðäèíþ: “Íåìîæëèâå â
ëþäåé, ìîæëèâå º â Áîãà”. Ãîñïîäü
ðàäèòü áàãà÷àì øóêàòè Éîãî áëàãî-
äàòü ÷åðåç ìèëîñåðäÿ: “Ìèëîñòèíÿ
ìóæà - ÿê ïå÷àòü ïðè íüîìó, ³
äîáðîä³éñòâî ëþäèíè çáåðåæå Â³í,
ìîâ ç³íèöþ îêà” (Ñèð 17.22). Õðèñòîñ
ïðîñòèâ íàâ³òü çàõëàííîãî ìèòíèêà
Çàêõåÿ, íåñïðàâåäëèâî çáàãà÷åíîãî,
êîëè òîé ùèðî ïîêàÿâñÿ ³ â÷èíèâ

ä³ëà ìèëîñåðäÿ. (Çàê³í÷åííÿ íà ñò. 20)
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Ìèëîñåðäÿ

Çãàäêè ïðî äîáðî÷èíí³ñòü ³ñòîðè÷íèõ îñ³á
Óêðà¿íè-Ðóñè, ïîì³æ íàøåñòü, ïîõîä³â, ì³æóñîáèöü,
òóðáîò òà ³íòðèã, íàñò³ëüêè ð³äê³ñí³, ùî ñÿþòü ä³ÿìàíòàìè
ì³æ êàì³ííÿì: “Çâåë³â Âîëîäèìèð óñÿêîìó á³äíîìó ³
çíåäîëåíîìó ïðèõîäèòè íà êíÿæèé äâ³ð ³ áðàòè âñå,
ùî òðåáà, ïèòòÿ ³ ¿æó, ³ ãðîø³ ç³ ñêàðáíèö³... Çâåë³â
çàïðÿãàòè ï³äâîäè ³, íàêëàâøè íà íèõ áàãàòî õë³áèí,
ì’ÿñà, ðèáè, óñÿêèõ ïëîä³â, ìåäó â áî÷êàõ, à â ³íøèõ
êâàñó, ðîçâîçèòè âñå òå ïî ì³ñòó, ïèòàþ÷è: “Äå õâîðèé,
á³äíèé, õòî íå ìîæå õîäèòè?..”.

Íà ïðîòèâàãó ìèëîñòèí³ ë³òîïèñåöü âèêðèâàº
ï³äêóïí³ñòü: “...² Ñâÿòîïîëê Îêàÿííèé ñòàâ êíÿçþâàòè â
Êè¿â³. Â³í çáèðàâ ëþäåé ³ ðîçäàâàâ ¿ì êîìó ïëàù³,
êîìó ãðîø³-êóíè, êîìó áàãàòñòâà...”. Çâ³ñíî, íå á³äàðÿì,
à áîÿðàì, ãðèäíÿì... ×è íå ïîä³áí³ äî öüîãî íåùîäàâí³
“ñîöðîçïîä³ë”, ñïåöìàãè ç çàíèæåíèìè ö³íàìè,
äåøåâèé õë³á çà ðàõóíîê íèçüêîîïëà÷óâàíî¿ ïðàö³
êîëãîñïíèê³â?

Ëþäè ïåðåñòàëè çíàòè ñïðàâæíþ ö³íó õë³áà.
Çíåö³íåííÿ õë³áà - öå çíåö³íåííÿ ìèëîñåðäÿ, ùî
ïîðîäæóº áàéäóæ³ñòü ³ æîðñòîê³ñòü ó ñòàâëåíí³ äî
áëèæíüîãî. Ãîñïîäü ïîð³âíÿâ õë³á äóõîâíî ³ç Ñîáîþ -
ÿê íàéö³íí³øèé æèòòºâèé Áîæèé äàð, ³ äàâ íàì ìîëèòâó:
“Õë³áà íàøîãî íàñóùíîãî äàé íàì ñüîãîäí³...”.

Ìèëîñåðäÿ º âèïðîáóâàííÿì ñåðäåöü, çàïî-
ðóêîþ ïðîùåííÿ ³ äçåðêàëîì äóõîâíîñòè. Êîëè
ìèëîñåðäÿ ñòàíå óñâ³äîìëåíîþ ïðåðîãàòèâîþ íàðîäó,
òîä³ çðîñòàòèìå äóõîâí³ñòü ³ äîáðîáóò.

Ïîáîæíà Åâðîïà äèâóºòüñÿ - ÷îìó á³ëüø³ñòü
óêðà¿íñüêèõ áàãà÷³â ñòîÿòü ãóìàí³òàðíî îñòîðîíü
çá³äí³ëîãî íàðîäó? Áî çíàº: “...² áóäåø äàâàòè ãîëîäíîìó
õë³á ñâ³é, ³ çíåäîëåíîìó äóøó íàñèòèø - òîä³ çàñâ³òèòü
ó òåìðÿâ³ ñâ³òëî òâîº” (²ñ 58.10). Òàê, â³ääàþ÷è íàâ³òü ç³
ñâîº¿ á³äíîñòè îñòàíí³ äâ³ ëåïòè, íóæäåííà âäîâèöÿ íå
íàäòî çáàãàòèëà Áîæèé õðàì, àëå âåëüìè çáàãàòèëà
õðàì ñâîº¿ äóø³. Çãàäàéìî: “Äîáðî÷èíí³ñòü - ÿê ðàé,
ïîâíà áëàãîñëîâ³íü...”.

Ãîñïîäü íå ïðîïîíóâàâ áàãàòîìó þíàêîâ³
ïîêàÿòèñü ó ãð³õàõ, àëå ïðèéíÿòè ä³ºâó ïîêóòó ìèòàðÿ
Çàêõåÿ, ùî ñàì ïîñòàíîâèâ â³ääàòè ïîëîâèíó ìàéíà
âáîãèì, à îáìàíåíèì â÷åòâåðî á³ëüøå. Öèì Õðèñòîñ
íàãàäóº, ùî ëþäñüêå æèòòÿ íå º ìàéíîì, ÿêå òðåáà
îõîðîíÿòè, à äàð, ÿêèì òðåáà ä³ëèòèñü.

Ëèøå äóõîâíå çîëîòî ìèëîñåðäÿ ³ â³ðè
íàñïðàâä³ çðîáèòü áàãàòèì íàðîä! Áî ìèëîñåðäÿ º
âèêîíàííÿì Áîæî¿ çàïîâ³ä³: “Ëþáè áëèæíüîãî ñâîãî,

ÿê ñåáå ñàìîãî!” (Ðèì 13.9), â ÿê³é ì³ñòÿòüñÿ âñ³
³íø³ çàïîâ³ä³ Áîæ³.  ì. Óêðà¿íêà Êè¿âñüêî¿ îáë.

(Çàê³í÷åííÿ ³ç ñò. 19)

Ãðîøîëþáñòâî...
that feeling anywhere else but an Orthodox Church. It’s always
been a refuge for me no matter where I’ve been.

Church — Heaven on Earth
St. John says this about the Church:

“In the Church are all our sweetest hopes and expectations, our
peace, our joy, together with cleansing and sanctification. It is
there that the truth of the future resurrection, of the victory
over death, is so often announced. Who that loves life would
not love the Church with all his heart. Everything that is best,
most exalted, most precious, holy, and wise, is found in the
Church. In the Church is the ideal of mankind … The Church is
Heaven on Earth.”

I want to be a part of that. I want to give to that. I
want to contribute in some way either through my time, talents,
or treasure, so that it continues for future generations, for my
own children, the way it is here for us now. This is what I want
to commit to and help in some small way to grow. The Church
is our family, and we want the best for our family. When I give
to the Church, I feel like I’m helping towards what is right and
good. And we’re all doing it together, contributing towards a
common goal because we are the body of the Church.

God — the ultimate giver
But the Church is not made up of our money. As St.

John Chrysostom says, “Church is made up of the souls of
human beings.” So it’s really not about me or my money. It’s so
much more than my small contribution, because what I give is
going to pale in comparison to what God has already done for
me.

There’s something that has always stayed in my heart:
“You can’t out-give God.” Even when I do give things to God, He
gives them back. A priest put it this way: “As we give ourselves
to God, the result will be similar to what happens in the Eucharist.
We offer bread and wine and the Lord consecrates and blesses
these gifts and returns them as the body and blood of His son.
The owner returns what is given even better than before. The
same will happen in our lives. As we offer ourselves, the Lord
will bless and consecrate our lives.”

So when we come together as a family and offer our
combined sacrifice, we are really coming together to sanctify
the rest of our blessings that God has given to us in the first
place. Everything we have is because of Him. He either gave us
the ability to get it, or He put someone in our lives to help us.

Think, for a moment, of what God gives to us out of
His endless love. He freely gave us His one and only son. We
hear this hundreds of times a year, but as many times as I hear
it, I know I’ll never fully grasp the pure love behind such a
perfect gift.

This is pure love. It’s a love I can’t understand. And yet
this is what He gave for us. It was only after careful thought
and deep reflection that I came to this most basic realization of
why I give: God asks us to give because He is first a giver. And
no matter what I do in return, I’ll never be able to
out-give God.

(Conclusion from p. 18)

Stewardship...
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May I begin by sharing with you an experience of
mine. Because of personal reasons, it was necessary for
my wife Grace and I to have a new home built. When
the contractor was preparing to pour the foundation, I
placed a cross in the forms as the concrete was poured.
It engulfed the cross. In my mind I symbolically dedicated
this home to be built on the cross of Christ.

This newly constructed house of concrete, wood
and metal will become a home when my family and I
move in. This home is eight miles from the St. George
Church of Niagara Falls. So here is the church and here is
the home.

We ask the question, “How do we extend the
church into the home?” We discuss, “The Family As the
Extension of The Church”.

First explore with me the word “extension” used
often with the word cord. An extension cord is plugged in
and the electrical power is transmitted from the outlet
to an object where something happens. A light goes on,
a radio, a drill. You plug in and something happens at the
end of the extension that is in complete harmony with its
source. An extension ladder is successful only if the original
ladder enables you to climb to the extension thereby
achieving your goal.

So now we ask, if you plug into the church,
thereby transmitting to the family the power of the
church, what is it that is passed on to the family from
the church?

Electricity, could not be transmitted until its power
and potential were understood. The church can only be
extended to the extent that it is understood.

Secondly, let’s briefly discuss the church. We can
define it as:

A divinely instituted community of people, united
by the true faith the laws of God, the hierarchy and the
holy sacraments. St. Paul explains it throughout his Epistles:
Ex. Ephesians 2, “Now therefore ye are no more strangers
and foreigners but fellow citizens with the saints and of
the household of God, and are built upon the foundation
of the Apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being
the chief cornerstone.

Most of you can define and explain the church.
That is, quote the Holy Fathers. By definition there
are no boundaries between the church and
the family, for we are all citizens of

God’s Household. But what does the church really mean
to you and your family? We are Christians, plugged into
a particular church. Ex. Saint Nicholas. But what do we
take home with us and does something happen in the
household?

Do many of us have a child’s concept of the
church — the building, the Icons, the priest? How many
adults commit themselves to the physical, the external
form of the church and not the content, the spirituality
of the church?

So many individuals are more concerned about
their physical bodies and not their spiritual soul.

Even at a convention so many involve themselves
with the form, procedures, rules, long and repetitious
reports and not the true worth of the convention. How
many sleep the days and worship the social events at
night? For me, the highlight of the Convention is the
Archbishop’s message which is based on the scriptures.
He gives us the spirit, the true content of the Convention.
What do you take home with you and extend to your
parish from these Conventions?

In Liturgy were you spiritually carried away by
the content or impressed with the form? The form is not
an end in itself, but carries the content. Therefore, in all
situations we need both form and content. But where do
you put the emphasis? Let me share with you a true
story:

A Greek father was a real family man and above
all a Greek Orthodox. He went to church every Sunday
and in his home there were Icons in every room and vigil
lights burning. All the members in his family made the
sign of the cross at the proper times. One day his daughter
came home and informed her father that she was going
to be married. He was thrilled as any father would
naturally be at such joyous news until she told him that
the boy was not Greek and not Orthodox. He was stunned.
He said if she married this boy, he would have nothing to
do with her. This was not an idle threat for after she
married the boy, he disowned her.

On the surface, in the eyes of society he was a
Christian. You could visually see it in his home and in his
actions. However, he confused and over-emphasized the

form of the church. He neglected to extend the
spirit of the church into his home — possible he

George Aswad
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Ëþáîâ îô³ðíà. Îäåðæèìèé ëþáîâ’þ ïðèíîñèòü
ñåáå â îô³ðó áåç âàãàíü. ² æèòòÿ ïîòðåáóº éîãî îô³ðè, ùî á
òàì íå ãîâîðèëè êîðèñëèâ³ ìèòàð³ òà ïîì³ðêîâàí³ ôàðèñå¿.

Îô³ðè, ÿê çîð³, îñâ³òëþþòü õîëîäíå íåáî ³ çàïàëþþòü
õîëîäí³ ñåðöÿ.

Ñïîêîíâ³÷íî â³äîìî, ùî êîëè íà â³âòàð ïðèíîñÿòü
îô³ðó, òî âîíà ìàº áóòè ÷èñòà - âîíà âèõîäèòü ç íàé÷èñò³øèõ
ïîðèâ³â. Íà â³âòàð ïðèíîñÿòü ñåáå íàéêðàù³.

Öåé ãëèáîêèé ñèìâîë ïðîõîäèòü ÷åðåç óñ³ ðåë³ã³¿,
÷åðåç óñ³ êóëüòóðè. Çâè÷àéíî, áóëî ³ ðåâîëþö³éíå
çàòîïòóâàííÿ â³âòàð³â, çàïåðå÷óâàííÿ «ñòàðèõ ëå´åíä». Àëå
òîä³ âæå åìï³ðè÷íèé äîñâ³ä ó÷èâ, ùî òàì, äå íåìà îô³ðíîãî
ïàñòèðÿ, ç áåçòÿì¬íèì æàõîì â î÷àõ éäå íà ïîãèáåëü ö³ëå
ñòàäî.

Â ñóñï³ëüñòâ³ äóõîâî çð³ëîìó ðîçóì³þòü, ùî îáðàç
Õðèñòà º ïðîîáðàçîì äîë³ ñèí³â ëþäñüêèõ, ³ òî âèäíî
îñîáëèâî íà ïðèêëàä³ âèñîêèõ. Çâè÷àéíî, ïî-ð³çíîìó
ðåàë³çóºòüñÿ òîé ñèìâîë ó ð³çíèõ ñóñï³ëüñòâàõ. Àëå òà ³ñòèíà,
ùî çåðíî ìóñèòü óìåðòè ³ ò³ëüêè òîä³ äàº ïë³ä, — ñêð³çü
³ñòèíà.

Îñê³ëüêè öÿ ïåðåäìîâà âåäå äî òåìè ïîäâèæ-
íèöòâà íà íèâ³ ë³òåðàòóðè, òî òðåáà çðîáèòè çàñòåðåæåííÿ,
ùî í³õòî ñâ³äîìî íå îáèðàº ñîá³ õðåñíî¿ äîðîãè. Íàâïàêè,
êîæåí îáèðàº äîðîãó æèòòÿ, êîæåí ïðàãíå ðàäîñòè é ùàñòÿ.
Àëå äî ãëèáîêî¿ ðàäîñòè âåäå ñì³ëèâ³ñòü, îäâàãà é îô³ðíå
ñëóæ³ííÿ.

Êîëè ãîâîðÿòü ïðî Øåâ÷åíêà ÿê ïðî îñíîâî-
ïîëîæíèêà óêðà¿íñüêî¿ ë³òåðàòóðè, òî òðåáà óòî÷íèòè, ùî
â³í çàêëàâ ¿¿ äóõîâ³ îñíîâè, à îòæå îñíîâè åòè÷í³ é åñòåòè÷í³.
Â³í ïåðøèé äàâ ïðèêëàä îô³ðíî¿ ëþáîâè. Áåç òîãî íàøîãî
ñëîâà íå ïî÷óëè á.

Â³í ïåðøèé çà ñâîþ ëþáîâ
Òÿæê³ ä³ñòàâ êàéäàíè,

Àæ äî ñêîíó ¿é ñëóæèâ
Áåç çðàäè, áåç îìàíè.

(Ëåñÿ Óêðà¿íêà)
Íàïåâíî, ñòîëè÷í³ öåíçîðè ùå íå ìàëè ñïðàâè ç
ìàëîðîñ³éñüêèìè êðàìîëüíèìè òâîðàìè. Çãàäàéìî, ùî
«²ñòîð³ÿ Ðóñ³â» áóëà ëå´àë³çîâàíà ³ ðîñ³éñüêîþ ìîâîþ, ³
ï³äïåðòà ïðîìîñêîâñüêîþ îð³ºíòàö³ºþ, ³ ïðèõîâàíà
çàñïîê³éëèâèì ³ìåíåì àðõèºïèñêîïà Ãåîðã³ÿ Êîíèñüêîãî.

ßêùî ìîëîäèé ïîåò ïðîïîíóº â Ïåòåðáóðç³ äî äðóêó
ïîåìó, ÿêà ïî÷èíàºòüñÿ ñëîâàìè: Êîõàéòåñÿ, ÷îðíîáðèâ³, òà
íå ç ìîñêàëÿìè, — òî çíà÷èòü íå ò³ëüêè òå, ùî â³í ðîçêðèâàº
ñâî¿ íåïðèìèðåíí³ ïîãëÿäè, à ïåðåäóñ³ì òå, ùî â³í íå
çäàòíèé äî ñàìîöåíçóðè, à ïèøå, ÿê Áîã íà äóøó ïîêëàâ...

Â³í æå çíàº, ùî æèâå â ïîë³ö³éí³é äåðæàâ³, ÿêó
îõîðîíÿº öåíçóðíèé êîì³òåò ³ æàíäàðìñüêå
â³äîìñòâî, ³ ÿêùî íàâ³òü öåíçîð íå äîãëÿíå,

òî çà ê³ëüêà ðîê³â êíèæêà âñå îäíî îïèíèòüñÿ íà ñòîë³
æàíäàðìñüêîãî óïðàâë³ííÿ, äå éîãî ðÿäêè ïåðåêëàäóòü:
«Ëþáèòå, ÷åðíîáðîâü³å, òîëüêî íå ðóññêèõ».

Øåâ÷åíêîâ³ ìîòèâè áóëè ïðî÷èòàí³ «êîìïåòåíòíèìè
îðãàíàìè» òâåðåç³øå, í³æ ñüîãîäí³ ¿õ ÷èòàþòü ñëàáîäóõè.
Âîíè âñòàíîâèëè: «Øåâ÷åíêî íà÷àë ïèñàòü ñâîè âîçìó-
òèòåëüíûå ñî÷èíåíèÿ åùå ñ 1837 ãîäà... Ñî÷èíÿë ñòèõè íà
ìàëîðîññèéñêîì ÿçûêå, ñàìîãî âîçìóòèòåëüíîãî ñîäåðæàíèÿ.
Â íèõ îí òî âûðàæàë ïëà÷ü î ìíèìîì ïîðàáîùåíèè è
áåäñòâèÿõ Óêðàèíû. Òî âîçãëàøàë î ñëàâå ãåòìàíñêîãî
ïðàâëåíèÿ è ïðåæíåé âîëüíèöû êàçà÷åñòâà, òî ñ
íåâåðîÿòíîé äåðçîñòüþ èçëèâàë êëåâåòû è æåë÷ü íà îñîá
Èìïåðàòîðñêîãî äîìà... Îí ïðèîáðåë ñëàâó çíàìåíèòîãî
ìàëîðî-ññèéñêîãî ïèñàòåëÿ, à ïîòîìó ñòèõè åãî âäâîéíå
âðåäíû è îïàñíû... Äåðçîñòè çòè ñòîëü âåëèêè, ÷òî çäåñü
íåâîçìîæíî èõ âûïèñûâàòü».

Íå ïðîìèíóëè æàíäàðìè ñâîºþ óâàãîþ ³ íàéãîëî-
âí³øèõ Øåâ÷åíêîâèõ ³äåé: «î âîçìîæíîñòè Óêðàéíå
ñóùåñòâîâàòü â âèäå îòäåëüíîãî ãîñóäàðñòâà». Îêðåìî
âèïèñàëè ³ éîãî âèñëîâëþâàííÿ: «ïðîìåíÿëè ìû ñâîþ
äîáðóþ ðîäèíó íà ïüÿíèöó íåïîòðåáíóþ (Ðîññèþ)» (ç
Äîâ³äêè ²²² â³ää³ëó «Î ðÿäîâîì Øåâ÷åíêî», 2—IV—1851).

Ä³ÿãíîçà äîáðå ïðîäóìàíà, ïðîâèíè ïåðåë³÷åí³ ïî
íàðîñòàþ÷³é. Ïåðøà ç íèõ — «ñòèõè íà ìàëîðîññèéñêîì» —
íå áðàëàñÿ á äî óâàãè, ÿêùî á ó íèõ íå áóëî óêðà¿íñüêîãî
äóõó (òàê áóëî çà Ìèêîëè, òàê áóëî ³ çà Áðåæíºâà).

Âëàñíå, ç ò³º¿ «ïðîâèíè» — Ç ÄÓÕÓ — ³ ïî÷èíàºòüñÿ
óêðà¿íñüêà ë³òåðàòóðà.

Íà ïîñòðàõ ìèðíèì ìð³éíèêàì áóäèòåëü äóõó äóìàº
ïðî çàì³íó êðîâè — êîçàöüêîþ êðîâ’þ! Ìèðí³ «ïàòð³îòè»
öüîãî íå ïðî÷èòóþòü, çàòå æàíäàðìè ïðî÷èòóþòü óñå.   Íà 
îäíå  ò³ëüêè  ó  íèõ  ïèëüí³ñòü ïðèòóïëåíà: âîíè íàö³ëåí³ íà
óêðà¿íñüêó ìîâó ³ çàëèøàþòü ïîçà óâàãîþ ðîñ³éñüê³ òåêñòè.
ßêáè âîíè âçÿëè äî ðóê âèäàíó ó 1844 ð. «Òðèçíó» — òàì
õî÷ ïðÿìî çàïèñóé äî ïðîòîêîëó:

Ñâÿòàÿ ðîäèíà ìîÿ!
×åì ïîìîãó òåáå, ðûäàÿ? È òû çàêîâàíà, è ÿ.

Ïîåò ³ îô³ðà
ªâãåí Ñâåðñòþê

(Çàê³í÷åííÿ íà ñò. 23)
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Âåëèêèì ñëîâîì Áîæüþ âîëþ
Ñêàçàòü òèðàíàì — íå ïîéìóò!

Í³ÿêîìó à´åíòó Ïåòðîâó íå òðåáà áóëî
ï³äñëó¬õîâóâàòè Øåâ÷åíêà ÷åðåç ñò³íó. Éîãî âåëèêà
êðàìî¬ëà ïîëÿãàëà â òîìó, ùî â³í îäâåðòî ãîâîðèâ ³ ÷îðíèì
ïî á³ëîìó ïèñàâ òà ñàì ïîäàâàâ äî öåíçóðè òå, ùî íàø³
âèõîâàíö³ ñîöðåàë³çìó îáìèíàþòü ìèðîëþáíî é äîñ³.
Æàíäàðìè ³ íå ïðèïóñêàëè, ùî â íàäðóêîâàíîìó òåêñò³
ðîñ³éñüêîþ ìîâîþ º ãîòîâèé âèðàç ïîë³òè÷íî¿ îïîçèö³éíîñòè
ïîåòà, ÿêèé ïèñàâ ïðî ñâîþ áàòüê³âùèíó:

Òåáÿ óáèëè, ðàçäàâèëè
È ñëàâîñëîâèòü çàïðåòèëè

Òâîè âåëèêèå äåëà!
Îñîáëèâî ãëóõ³ ³ ñë³ï³ ö³ ñëóæáè íà ìîëèòâó. Âîíè ¿¿

áîÿëèñü, ÿê ÷îðò ëàäàíó. Áî ñïðàâä³, ñàìå çâ³äòè
âèõîäèòü âåëåòåíü, îäåðæèìèé äóõîì:

Î Áîæå! Ñèëüíèé è ïðàâäèâûé,
Áëàãîñëîâè âñåñèëüíèì ñëîâîì
Íà ïîäâèã íîâûé è ñóðîâûé.

² öå íå ðîìàíòè÷íèé íàïëèâ, íå äàíèíà ÷àñîâ³, à òî
ñàì Øåâ÷åíêî, ÿêèì çíàëà éîãî êíÿæíà Ðºïí³íà â ïîðó, êîëè
â³í ï³ä³éìàâñÿ äî ïðîðî÷î¿ ì³ñ³¿ ³ ïðîñèâ ó Áîãà ïðèéíÿòè
éîãî îô³ðó —

Íà èñêóïëåíèå çåìëè, Çåìëè ïîðóãàííîé, çàáûòîé,
×èñòåéøåé êðîâèþ ïîëèòîé.

Äî ñâîº¿ ìóçè Øåâ÷åíêî çâåðòàºòüñÿ ïîâàæí³øå, í³æ
äî ñâîº¿ ñëàâè, íàâ³òü ñåðéîçí³øå, í³æ äî ñâîº¿ äîë³. Áî ÿêùî
äîëÿ «äðóãîì, áðàòîì ³ ñåñòðîþ ñ³ðîì³ ñòàëà», òî ìóçà
«æèâóùîþ âîäîþ äóøó îêðîïèëà» ³ ñòàëà íàä íèì, ÿê
«ïðå÷èñòà, ñâÿòà».

Äî íå¿ â³í çâåðòàºòüñÿ, ÿê äî áîãèí³. ×îãî æ â³í áëàãàº
ó íå¿?

Ó÷è íåëîæíèìè óñòàìè
Ñêàçàòè ïðàâäó. Ïîìîæè
Ìîëèòâó ä³ÿòè äî êðàþ.

Ï³çíàòè ïðàâäó ³ âèñëîâèòè ïðàâäó — öå, ìîæíà
ñêàçàòè, ïðàãíåííÿ óñ³õ âåëèêèõ ïîåò³â óñ³õ ÷àñ³â. À ìîëèòâó

ä³ÿòè — öå âæå Øåâ÷åíêîâå. Áî õòî ùå ñâîþ òâîð÷³ñòü
ì³ã íàçâàòè ìîëèòâîþ?

just never understood the church. He was plugged
into the church but nothing happened. And when
he was faced with a family crisis, his shallow concept
of the church failed him and the family unit was
shattered. The spirit of Christ should have held this
family together — it did the opposite. May we add,
“Spiritually crippled parents give birth to spiritually
crippled children.”

The form of the church is easily seen by all
but what is the spirit of the church, what is this
content we refer to? It has been explained in many

ways. Millions of sermons and books have and will be written
explaining the spirituality of the church as a commitment to
Christ, a commitment to His teachings, reading and understanding
the Scriptures. It’s accepting the responsibilities of a Christian,
it’s loving Christ and one another, it’s the Holy Spirit living
within us and uniting us as a family of God growing in spirit.

We need to extend the spirit of the church, to live in
Christian harmony with our immediate family as well as with
the whole family of God. We seek not our own secular gain,
but rather act and live as the children of God.

We have briefly discussed extension meaning we plug
into the church, transmitting the power of the church into
the family and then something happens — a light goes on.
And then spoke of the church as having form and content.
And that the content, the spirituality of the church, is that
which we extend into the boundaries of our families.

This leads us to the family. When we hear the word
family we think of father, mother and children. The family
can have members with a variety of relationships and not
necessarily living under one roof.

In the family circle we see clearly an economic life, a
social life and we now speak of a religious life, the family as
truly an extension of the church. It must function as a religious
and spiritual community; not to be going through the various
external signs of the church, but to live in the spirit and love of
Christ and to pass “on” this spirit one to another. A father and
mother by example, teaching, and conduct extend the church
to their children as Christ extended the church to us. The church
grows through this extension. The family grows in spirit, becoming
a spiritual fortress which can withstand attack from outside
movements and forces that would destroy the family unit.

If the family does not truly extend the church in a
living and active way, then the church will cease to exist as a
vital force in the world. Today, we can see a great need for
the church, politically, socially, and morally for our world is in a
state of decay. What are the consequences? St. John Chrysostom
said this hundreds of years ago in a sermon to a congregation
like this:

“Yet now I behold the whole of the church prostrate,
as though it were a corpse and as one may see eyes, and
hands and feet and neck and head in a newly dead body and
yet find not one limb performing its proper function, so it is
the same here also. Truly all who are here are of the faithful,
but their faith is not living and active and so we have made
the Body of Christ a corpse, we have quenched its life.”

If we neglect to extend the living Christ into our homes,
to live by His will, to be witnesses to Christ, then as in the
words of St. John, we make the body of Christ a corpse and
quench its life. For a living Christ, for a church that is alive, we
as families must be living extensions of the church. We must
extend Christ into our homes, the community, and into the
world. In the spirit of the Convention theme let us say, “But as
for me and my family, we will serve the Lord.”

(Çàê³í÷åííÿ ³ç ñò. 22)

Ïîåò ³ îô³ðà

(Conclusion from p. 21)
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×è ³ñíóº îñîáëèâèé óêðà¿íñüêèé ³äåàë, îñîáëèâà
óêðà¿íñüêà äóõîâí³ñòü, îñîáëèâà óêðà¿íñüêà äóøà?
Ïîâíîòó óêðà¿íñüêî¿ íàö³îíàëüíî¿ ³ñòîð³¿, óêðà¿íñüêîãî
íàö³îíàëüíîãî áóòòÿ ³ ïîñòóïó ñë³ä øóêàòè ó òîìó
äîñêîíàëî äîâåðøåíîìó ïåð³îä³ íàøîãî ìèíóëîãî, ùî
ìàº íàçâó Äîáà Êè¿âñüêî¿ Ðóñè. ¯¿ ³äåàëè òà ö³ííîñò³
çàëèøàòüñÿ ñâîºð³äíîþ ïðîâ³äíîþ ç³ðêîþ â äîë³ íàøîãî
íàðîäó. Òî áóâ ³ íàéÿñêðàâ³øèé ïåð³îä íàøîãî
íàö³îíàëüíîãî, äåðæàâíîãî ³ êóëüòóðíîãî çëåòó äî
ñâ³òîâèõ âåðøèí, â ÿêîìó ïðèõîâàíî ñïðàâæí³é ñåíñ
óêðà¿íñüêî¿ âäà÷³. Ñïîíóêîþ äî òîãî çëåòó áóëî ïðèéíÿòòÿ
õðèñòèÿíñòâà, ïðè÷îìó â ñõ³äí³é, ñëîâ’ÿíî-ïðàâîñëàâí³é,
íàéñòðóíê³ø³é éîãî ôîðì³.

Ç íàðîäíîãî ñåðåäîâèùà ç’ÿâèëèñü âåëèê³
äóõîâí³ íàñòàâíèêè òà ïðîâ³äíèêè. Çà äîñèòü êîðîòêèé
÷àñ Êè¿âñüêà Ðóñü-Óêðà¿íà óñëàâèëàñü íà óâåñü ñâ³ò
ñâî¿ìè âåëèêèìè ñâÿòèìè ñòàðöÿìè, ùî íàâ³òü
îäåðæàëà íàéìåíóâàííÿ - “Ñâÿòà Ðóñü”. Öÿ íàçâà
íàðîäèëàñü â ñàìîìó ìîëèòîâíîìó ñåðö³ íàðîäíîìó, â
éîãî ïîâñÿê÷àñí³é ìîëèòâ³ òà ùèðîìó áàæàíí³
ïîºäíàòèñü ç Îòöåì Íåáåñíèì é îäåðæàòè â Íüîìó
ñïàñ³ííÿ â³÷íå.

Íà â³äì³íó â³ä Â³çàíò³¿, Êè¿âñüêà Äåðæàâà íå
ìàëà äîñêîíàëîãî àíòè÷íîãî ìèíóëîãî é òîìó çìîãëà
ñòàòè äîêîð³ííî ïðàâîñëàâíîþ, â óñ³õ ïðîÿâàõ ñâîãî
íàðîäíî-äåðæàâíîãî áóòòÿ. Ìàéæå âñÿ êóëüòóðà
Óêðà¿íè-Ðóñè ñôîðìîâàíà õðèñòèÿíñòâîì. Ïðàâîñëàâ’ÿ
ñòàëî ùîäåííèì ñïîâ³äíèöòâîì, ùî çëó÷àº íàðîä â
äóõîâíó ðîäèíó.

Êè¿âñüêà Öåðêâà, ïåðåâèõîâóþ÷è ëþäåé
äóõîâíî-ìîðàëüíî, ñïðèÿëà ïåðåòâîðåííþ çàãàëüíîãî
ãðîìàäÿíñüêîãî ïîðÿäêó íà õðèñòèÿíñüêèõ çàñàäàõ. Îñü
÷îìó äîñâ³ä Êè¿âñüêî¿ Äåðæàâè, ÿê äåðæàâè ñóòî
õðèñòèÿíñüêî¿, òåîêðàòè÷íî¿, äëÿ íàñ º âêðàé
âàæëèâèì. Çàêëèê â³äîìîãî óêðà¿íñüêîãî
ô³ëîñîôà-òðàäèö³îíàë³ñòà Äìèòðà

Äîíöîâà ïîâåðíóòèñü äî “äóõó íàøî¿ äàâíèíè”
çàëèøàºòüñÿ àêòóàëüíèì ³ äîíèí³.

Ï³ä âïëèâîì “êîíñåðâàòèâíî-àñêåòè÷íèõ”
ìîðàëüíèõ âèìîã Öåðêâè, çîêðåìà é ìàíàñòèð³â, â
íàðîä³ óòâåðäèâñÿ ñâÿùåííèé ³íñòèòóò õðèñòèÿíñüêî¿
ñ³ì’¿, ³äåàëè ÿêîãî ïî÷èíàþòü íàáóâàòè ïåðøî÷åðãîâîãî
çíà÷åííÿ â óñ³õ ñôåðàõ ñóñï³ëüíîãî æèòòÿ íàðîäó. Ñàìå
Öåðêâà îñòàòî÷íî â Óêðà¿í³-Ðóñ³ ñôîðìóâàëà äåðæàâí³ñòü,
êóëüòóðó, ìèñòåöòâî, íàóêè, ïèñåìí³ñòü, îñâ³òó, ìîðàëüí³
òà äóõîâí³ ö³ííîñò³, ³ öå âèð³øàëüíî âïëèíóëî íà ðîçâèòîê
äóõîâíî¿ ìåíòàëüíîñòè óêðà¿íñüêîãî íàðîäó òà éîãî
ñâ³òîñïðèéìàííÿ.

Óêðà¿íñüê³ ñâ³òñüê³ íàóêîâö³ âæå äàâíî íàìà-
ãàþòüñÿ äàòè âèçíà÷åííÿ óêðà¿íñüê³é äóø³. Âîíè
îäíîñòàéíî ï³äòâåðäæóþòü ¿¿ åìîö³éíî-ïî÷óòòºâèé
õàðàêòåð, “êîðäîöåíòðè÷í³ñòü”.

Âïåðøå òåçó ïðî “êîðäîöåíòðè÷í³ñòü” óêðà¿íö³â
âèñëîâèâ ó ñâî¿é ïðàö³ “Ñåðöå ³ éîãî çíà÷åííÿ â
äóøåâíîìó æèòò³ ëþäèíè” âèäàòíèé óêðà¿íñüêèé
ô³ëîñîô ñåð. XIX ñò. Ïàìô³ë Þðêåâè÷. Íåçâàæàþ÷è íà
òèñê òîä³øíüî¿ ô³ëîñîôñüêî¿ ìîäè, â³í çàëèøàâñÿ (â
äóñ³ ñòàðî¿ óêðà¿íñüêî¿ òðàäèö³¿) íåïîõèòíèì àíòèìà-
òåð³ÿë³ñòîì ³ àíòèðàö³îíàë³ñòîì.

ßê çàçíà÷àº, çîêðåìà, â³äîìèé ô³ëîñîô Áîðèñ
Âèøåñëàâöåâ: “Ñåðöå º òàêîæ îðãàíîì îñÿãàííÿ, âîíî
îñÿãàº áàãàòî ÷îãî, íåäîñÿæíîãî äëÿ ³íòåëåêòó: âîíî
îñÿãàº ñâÿò³ñòü, êðàñó, ö³íí³ñòü” (“Ñåðäöå â õðèñòèàíñêîé
è èíäèéñêîé ìèñòèêå”, Ïàðèæ, 1929). Ç ö³º¿ ïðè÷èíè
íà êóëüòóð³ “ñåðöÿ”, òîáòî ïî÷óâàíí³, çîñåðåäæóâàëè
ñâîþ óâàãó Ñêîâîðîäà, Ãîãîëü, Øåâ÷åíêî, Êóë³ø, Êîñòî-
ìàðîâ, Äîñòîºâñüêèé, Êèðèºâñüêèé... Àëå íàéãîëîâí³øå:
“êîðäîöåíòðè÷í³ñòü” º îñíîâîþ ïðàâîñëàâíîãî
â³ðîâ÷åííÿ. Ñàìå òîìó íà “ñåðö³” çîñåðåäæóâàëèñü

Àíòîí³é Ïå÷îðñüêèé, ²ëàð³îí Ðóñèí, Ãðèãîð³é Öàì-
áëàê, ²âàí Âèøåíñüêèé, Ïà¿ñ³é Âåëè÷êîâñüêèé,

³íø³ óêðà¿íñüê³ ñòàðö³-³ñèõàñòè ³ áîãî-

Ñåðã³é Øóìèëî Ï³çíàéìî ñåáå
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ñëîâè. “² öÿ ¿õ îð³ºíòàö³ÿ íà ºâàíãåëüñüêó ëþáîâ, - ïèøå
ïðîô. ª. Îíàöüêèé, - áóëà íå áåçîñíîâíà: õ³áà æ íå
Õðèñòîñ ðîçïî÷àâ íîâó äîáó â ³ñòîð³¿ ëþäñüêîñòè,
ï³äí³ñøè ñàìå ëþáîâ, ñåáòî îäíó ç íàéâèùèõ åìîö³é,
äî ùàáëÿ íàéâèùî¿ ÷åñíîòè ³ ñòàâëÿ÷è â çàëåæí³ñòü
â³ä íå¿ ïîðÿòóíîê äóø³” (“Óêðà¿íñüêà åìîö³éí³ñòü.
Óêðà¿íñüêà äóøà” Ê., 1992).

“Ïîâ’ÿçàí³ñòü åíòóç³ÿñòè÷íî¿ íàñòàíîâè ç ÷óòòºâîþ
ñôåðîþ, - ââàæàº ïðîô. Î. Êóëü÷èöüêèé, -òâîðèòü ÿäðî
óêðà¿íñüêî¿ ïñèõ³êè. Âîíà âêàçóº òàêîæ íà ïîâ’ÿçàí³ñòü ³ç
ò³ºþ ñõèëüí³ñòþ äî “â³ääàíîñòè áåçìåæíîìó”, ùî âèíèêàº
³ç “äîáðî¿ ïåðâ³ñíîñòè” ³ “ïåðâ³ñíî¿ äîáðîòè” êîëåêòèâíîãî
óêðà¿íñüêîãî íåñâ³äîìîãî, çóìîâëåíîãî àðõåòèïîì Äîáðî¿
Íåíüêè Ïðèðîäè” (“Ñâ³òîâ³ä÷óâàííÿ óêðà¿íöÿ. Óêðà¿íñüêà
äóøà”, Ê., 1992). Äîâîäÿ÷è ñâîþ äóìêó, ïðîô. Êóëü÷èöüêèé
ñëóøíî àêöåíòóº óâàãó íà ãåîïñèõ³÷íîìó ôàêòîðîâ³
ñòàíîâëåííÿ óêðà¿íñüêî¿ ïñèõ³êè. Ñïðàâä³, ðîäþ÷³ñòü çåìë³,
÷àð³âíà ì’ÿê³ñòü êðàºâèäó íå ñïðèÿþòü ðîçâèòêîâ³ â
óêðà¿íöÿ-õë³áîðîáà àêòèâíî-à´ðåñèâíèõ íàñòàíîâ,
ôîðìóþòü ¿õ ó çá³æíîìó íàïðÿìêó åíòóç³ÿñòè÷íî
çàáàðâëåíî¿ ñïîãëÿäàëüíîñòè, åìîö³éíîñòè, ñåðäå÷íîñòè.
Àíàë³çóþ÷è öåé ñòàí äàë³, â³í äîõîäèòü âèñíîâêó, ùî “³ç
ïåðøîñòè ïî÷óòòºâîñòè, ùî õàðàêòåðèçóº ö³ë³ñòü óêðà¿íñüêî¿
ïñèõ³êè, ³ç òîãî, ùî “ñåðöå” º ¿¿ îñåðåäêîì, âèíèêàº
ðåëÿòèâíå ïåðåñóíåííÿ íà äðóãå ì³ñöå “ïðåäìåòîâèõ”
ñâ³òîñïðèéìàëüíèõ íàñòàíîâ”. Îòæå, ñàìå ïðîâ³äåíö³éíå
ãåîãðàô³÷íå ðîçòàøóâàííÿ òà ñïðèÿòëèâ³ ïðèðîäí³ óìîâè
çàêëàäàëè äî êîëåêòèâíî¿ ïñèõ³êè äàâíüîóêðà¿íñüêîãî
íàðîäó òå áëàãîäàòíå ï³ä´ðóíòÿ, íà îñíîâ³ ÿêîãî çãîäîì
õðèñòèÿíñòâî ç éîãî “åìîö³éíèìè” ÷åñíîòàìè â òîìó
íàðîä³ ðîçêðèëîñü ó íàéêâ³òó÷³ø³é ôîðì³. Ïåðåôðà-
çóâàâøè ñëîâà Òåðòóë³ÿíà, ìîæíà ñêàçàòè, ùî óêðà¿íñüêà
äóøà çà ñâîºþ ïðèðîäîþ - õðèñòèÿíêà. Ñàìå òîìó â
Óêðà¿í³-Ðóñ³, ÿê í³äå â Åâðîï³, íàáóëà âåëèêîãî ïîøèðåííÿ
òàêà àñêåòè÷íà ïðàêòèêà, ÿê “³ñèõàçì”, “âíóòð³øíº ä³ëàííÿ”,
ùî ÷åðåç ìîëèòîâíå çàãëèáëåííÿ ðîçóìó ó âëàñíå ñåðöå
äàº ëþäèí³ çìîãó ³ñòèííîãî Áîãîï³çíàííÿ, ÿêå ò³ëüêè é
ìîæëèâå ÷åðåç çîñåðåäæåííÿ ó âëàñíîìó “ñåðö³” òàêèõ
åìîö³éíî-ïî÷óòòºâèõ ³ âîäíî÷àñ àñêåòè÷íèõ îçíàê ÿê
âíóòð³øíÿ Ëþáîâ ³ Ìèëîñåðäÿ, ùî íèìè çàãîðÿþ÷èñü ó
ñåðö³ óêðà¿íñüêà äóøà ïðîëèâàºòüñÿ íà âñå äîâê³ëëÿ.

Ç ÷àñó õðåùåííÿ Óêðà¿íè-Ðóñè â óêðà¿íñüê³é
íàðîäí³é äóø³ çàñÿÿëà íåâãàñèìà æàãà ãàðìîí³¿ òà
áëàãîäàò³, çâ³äêè ï³øëè òàê³ ÿêîñò³ óêðà¿íñüêîãî õàðàêòåðó,
ÿê íåçëîáèâ³ñòü, ìèðîëþáí³ñòü, ìèðîòâîðíèöòâî, áàæàííÿ
óñå îñÿãíóòè, óñå ïðèìèðèòè é óñå ïðîáà÷èòè. Çâ³äñè
òèõèé, áëàãîïîä³áíèé ðèòì íàøîãî ñòàðîêè¿âñüêîãî
³êîíîïèñó òà íàøèõ öåðêîâíèõ ìåëîä³é, çâ³äñè
ãàðìîí³éíèé çâóê íàøèõ äçâîí³â, øëÿõåòí³ñòü íàøîãî
íàðîäíîãî ïîáóòó, ñï³âó÷³ñòü íàøî¿ íàðîäíî¿ äóø³ òà
ìóçè÷íà âèðàçí³ñòü íàðîäíî¿ ìîâè. ²ç öüîãî äæåðåëà
íàðîäèëàñü òóãà çà Íåáåñíèì ªðóñàëèìîì, ïîºäíàíà ç
ïîñò³éíèì íåâäîâîëåííÿì ñàìèì ñîáîþ. Öÿ òóãà çà
“êðàùîþ áàòüê³âùèíîþ” ïîì³òíà íå ëèøå â ïðîñò³é
íàðîäí³é ñòèõ³¿, àëå é ó òîãî÷àñíèõ óêðà¿íñüêèõ
ïèñüìåííèê³â.

²äåàë ñâÿòîñòè ñòàâ çàïîâ³òíèì ïðàãíåííÿì
óêðà¿íñüêîãî íàðîäó. ßê âèôëèºìñüêà ïðîâ³äíà çîðÿ,
â³í âåäå éîãî ïî óñüîìó ³ñòîðè÷íîìó øëÿõó â³ä ÷àñ³â
Ñââ. Îñêîëüäà ³ Ä³ðà, Îëüãè ³ Âîëîäèìèðà Âåëèêîãî,
ßðîñëàâà Ìóäðîãî ³ Âîëîäèìèðà Ìîíîìàõà àæ äî
íàøèõ äí³â. ×àñàìè öÿ ç³ðêà íà÷åáòî òüìÿí³º, çàòóëåíà
ïîõìóðèìè õìàðàìè, ùî ÷àñ â³ä ÷àñó ç’ÿâëÿþòüñÿ íà
óêðà¿íñüêîìó ³ñòîðè÷íîìó âèäíîêîë³, àëå çãîäîì
íåîäì³ííî ñïàëàõóº ç íîâèì áëèñêîì, ³ íàðîä çíîâó ç
ðàä³ñòþ ëèíå äî íå¿, ÿê êîëèñü âîëõâè, ùî éøëè íà
ïîêëîí³ííÿ äî íîâîíàðîäæåíîãî Öàðÿ Âñåëåíñüêîãî.

Òàêèì ÷èíîì ïðèâàòíå æèòòÿ íàøèõ ïðàùóð³â
ö³ëêîâèòî óâ³éøëî â æèòòÿ öåðêîâíå, ³ ïîºäíàëîñü ³ç
íèì íåïîðóøíî (ò. çâ. “æèòòÿ ó Õðèñò³”). Ñë³ä ùå ðàç
çàçíà÷èòè: íàø³ ïðåäêè ïðèéíÿëè õðèñòèÿíñòâî ÿê
ºäèíèé ñêàðá, ùî îá³öÿº Öàðñòâî Íåáåñíå, ³ òèì
âèïîâíþº óâåñü ñåíñ áóòòÿ. Òîìó áàòüê³âùèíîþ äëÿ
íàøèõ áëàãî÷åñòèâèõ ïðàùóð³â áóëà íå ñò³ëüêè Êè¿âñüêà
Äåðæàâà ÿê ãåîãðàô³÷íî-ïîë³òè÷íå óòâîðåííÿ, ñê³ëüêè ¿¿
ñâÿùåííèé ³äåàë, ñåáòî Ñâÿòà Ðóñü-Óêðà¿íà, ì³ñòè÷íà,
Íåáåñíà Áàòüê³âùèíà. Öåé ³äåàë, óáðàíèé â íàö³î-
íàëüíî-äåðæàâí³ ôîðìè, ðîçêðèâñÿ ó äîñèòü ì³öíîìó
äóõîâíîìó îðãàí³çì³, ùî íîñèâ ó ñîá³ ñâÿùåííå
ïðèçíà÷åííÿ - ÿâèòè õðèñòèÿíñüêó çà äóõîì òà ïðàâî-
ñëàâíó çà ñòèëåì äåðæàâó, òîáòî íàñê³ëüêè ìîæëèâî
ðåàë³çóâàòè â ëþäñüêîìó ñóñï³ëüñòâ³ ïðàâäó Õðèñòîâó,
ÿêî¿ çàâæäè ïðàãíóëà “ñîô³éíà” óêðà¿íñüêà äóøà. Ñòàòè
“Íîâèì ªðóñàëèìîì” òà “Íîâèì ²çðà¿ëåì”, ñïîâ³ñòèòè
ëþäñòâó áëàãà “Ñâÿòî¿ Ðóñè-Óêðà¿íè” - ö³º¿ Ñâ. Ñîô³¿,
ßíãîëà Îõîðîíöÿ ëþäñòâà, â æ³íî÷³é ³ïîñòàñ³. “Âè - ð³ä
îáðàíèé, öàðñòâåíå ñâÿùåíñòâî, íàðîä ñâÿòèé, ëþäè,
ùî âçÿò³ äî óä³ëó, àáè ñïîâ³ùàòè äîñêîíàë³ñòü
Çàêëèêàâøîãî âàñ ³ç ï³òüìè äî äèâîâèæíîãî Ñâîãî
ñâ³òëà. Êîëèñü “íåíàðîä”, à òåïåð íàðîä Áîæèé” (1
Ïåòð 2.9). Òàêèìè ñëîâàìè ñâÿòèé Àïîñòîë Ïåòðî
çâåðòàâñÿ äî íàñåëåííÿ Ïîíòó, Áîñïîðó òà Ï³âí³÷íî¿
Ïðèïîíòèäè, òîáòî ìàéáóòí³õ Â³çàíò³¿ òà Êè¿âñüêî¿ Ðóñè-
Óêðà¿íè, ïðîðî÷î âèçíà÷àþ÷è ¿õí³é ìåñ³ÿíñüêèé ïîñòóï
ó öüîìó ñâ³ò³. Öåé íåëåãêèé õðåñò íàø íàðîä çàâøå í³ñ
ç îñîáëèâîþ ëþáîâ’þ òà â³ääàí³ñòþ.

Ñâÿòà Ðóñü-Óêðà¿íà ñòàëà äóøåþ, äóõîâíèì
òèïîì óêðà¿íñüêîãî íàðîäó ç éîãî ºäèíîþ ñîáîðíîþ
öåðêîâíîþ ñàìîñâ³äîì³ñòþ. Öå òà Ñâÿòà Ñîô³ÿ
óêðà¿íñüêî¿ äóø³, ùî ïðîÿâëÿºòüñÿ â ãàðìîí³éíîìó
äóõîâíîìó ºäíàíí³ ç Áîæåñòâåííèì íà÷àëîì, â ÿê³é
çîñåðåäæåíî óâåñü òâîð÷èé ïîòåíö³ÿë íàøîãî íàðîäó.
Öèì æèâèëàñü ³ éîãî äåðæàâí³ñòü, ³ éîãî íàðîäí³ñòü, ³
éîãî êóëüòóðà òà ìåíòàëüí³ñòü, ÿê âò³ëåííÿ óêðà¿íñüêî¿
“ñîô³éíî¿” äóø³. Òîìó “óêðà¿íñüê³ñòü” ïîñòóïîâî ñòàëà
äóõîâíîþ îçíàêîþ.

Íà æàëü, ñó÷àñíà Óêðà¿íà â ãðîìàäñüêîìó òà
äåðæàâíîìó æèòò³ âñå á³ëüøå â³äñòîðîíþºòüñÿ â³ä ò³º¿
äóõîâíîñòè òà ³äåàë³â Ñâÿòî¿ Ðóñè-Óêðà¿íè, Ñâÿòî¿ Ñîô³¿
- Ïðåìóäðîñòè Áîæî¿. Óêðà¿íñüêà ³ñòîð³îãðàô³ÿ, ï³ä

âïëèâîì “í³ìåöüêèõ” ìîä, òàêîæ â³äêèíóëà öåé
äóõîâíî-³äåîëîã³÷íèé ñòðèæåíü óêðà¿íñüêîãî

ìèíóëîãî. “Îò³ äæåðåëà íàøèõ òðàäè-
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ö³é, - ñïðàâåäëèâî çàçíà÷àº â ïðàö³ “Äóõ íàøî¿ äàâíèíè”
Äì. Äîíöîâ, - ³íòåë³´åíö³ÿ íàðîäîëþáíà àáî ïîíèæàëà é
íèùèëà, àáî ïðèéìàëà ëèøå ïîâåðõîâî, äàðåìíî
íàìàãàþ÷èñü ïîãîäèòè ¿õ ç íîâèìè ³äåàëàìè ìàñè... Ñàìå
ç ö³º¿ ïðè÷èíè ìè ñüîãîäí³ íå âïîâí³ îñÿãàºìî äóõîâíèé
ïîòåíö³ÿë, ùî çàêëàäåíèé â íàøîìó ìèíóëîìó. Ìè íå
áà÷èìî, ùî íàøà áàòüê³âùèíà º ñïàäêîºìèöåþ íå ÓÑÑÐ,
ÓÍÐ ÷è Ãåòüìàíùèíè XVII ñò., à âäÿãíåíî¿ â íàö³îíàëüíî-
äåðæàâíó ìîãóòí³ñòü Ñâÿòî¿ Ðóñè-Óêðà¿íè, íà ïëå÷³ ÿêî¿
Ïðîâèä³ííÿì Áîæèì ïîêëàäåíî âåëèêå ñëóæ³ííÿ.

“²äåîëîãè ÷åðí³ - çàóâàæóº Äìèòðî Äîíöîâ, -
îñóäæóþ÷è êóëüòóðó Êè¿âñüêî¿ Ðóñè... îñóäæóâàëè ¿¿ áîðîòüáó
çà Â³ðó é Öåðêâó (â òîä³øí³õ ïîíÿòòÿõ - çà íàö³þ é êóëüòóðó),
ïðîòèñòàâëÿþ÷è ò³é áîðîòüá³ âèã³äíèöòâî ³ ñïîê³é ñìåðäà,
îñóäæóâàëè øëÿõåòí³ñòü... ßê ãåðî¿÷íó êóëüòóðó Êè¿âñüêî¿
Äåðæàâè, òàê ³ ãåðî¿÷íó êóëüòóðó êè¿âñüêî¿ ³ êîçàöüêî¿
äóõîâíîñòè â³äêèäàëà íàøà äåìîêðàò³ÿ... Âèõîäÿ÷è ç ³íòåðåñ³â
³ êðóãîçîðó ñ³ëüñüêî¿ ãðîìàäè àáî õóòîðà, ç êðóãîçîðó õîõëà,
ùî “íå â éîãî äóñ³ áóëà äåðæàâí³ñòü”, - ïðèéøëè äî
ïðîïà´àíäè çëèòòÿ Óêðà¿íè ç Ìîñêîâùèíîþ. Öå áóëî íîâå
ñàíêþëîòñòâî, éîãî àïîòåîçà â ïîë³òèö³, â êóëüòóð³, â
ñîö³ÿëüí³ì áóä³âíèöòâ³, â ðåë³ã³¿. Öå áóëà
ñïðîáà ñïëåáå¿òè íàø íàö³îíàëüíèé
³äåàë, ñïðîáà, ÿêà äîâåëà â ïîë³òèö³
äî ³äåàëó Øåëüìåíê³â ³ ï³çí³øå
òèðàíîëþáñòâà, â ñîö³ÿëüí³ì æèòò³ - äî
³äåàëó òàòàðñüêèõ ëþäåé, â êóëüòóðí³ì
- äî áåçáîæíèöòâà, äî àäîðàö³¿ ìàòåð³¿,
“áëàãà çàãàëüíîãî ³ ìàòåð³ÿëüíîãî
äîáðîáóòó”, â ìèñòåöòâ³ äî ³äåàë³çàö³¿
çàãóì³íêîâî¿ ³äèë³¿, ðîçñëàáëþþ÷î¿ ³
âáèâàþ÷î¿ åíåð´³þ, â ë³òåðàòóð³ äî
³äåàë³çàö³¿ ñ³ðî¿ ëþäèíè, ç ¿¿ óïàäêàìè
é åãî¿ñòè÷íèìè âèáðèêàìè... Öå áóâ
êîäåêñ âàðòîñòåé íàâ³òü íå çäîðîâî¿
íàðîäíüî¿ ìàñè, à êîäåêñ âàðòîñòåé
ïëåáåÿ. Òîìó â³äãîðîäèëàñü
íàðîäíèöüêà ³íòåë³´åíö³ÿ â³ä êóëüòóðè
ñòàðîãî Êè¿âà, â³ä êíÿç³â, ñòàðøèí,
ïðîâ³äíèê³â, îòøåëüíèê³â ³ àñêåò³â,
âçÿâøè ñîá³ çà âç³ðåöü íàö³îíàëüíîãî
â³äðîäæåííÿ ñåëÿíèíà, ïðîñòîëþäèíà, õóòîðÿíèíà, õîõëà
ç äîì³øêîþ ³äåàë³â Áàçàðîâèõ ³ Ìàðê³â Âîëîõîâèõ, ³äåàë³â
çäåêëÿñîâàíî¿ ãîëîòè. Íàëåæà÷è äî âåðñòâè ï³äâëàäíî¿,
òà ³íòåë³ãåíö³ÿ ³ ñê³í÷èëà ÿê âåðñòâà ï³äâëàäíà...” (“Äóõ íàøî¿
äàâíèíè”).

Îñü, âèÿâëÿºòüñÿ, â ÷îìó ïðè÷èíà íàøèõ ³ñòîðè÷íèõ
Ðó¿í ³ ìèòàðþâàíü. Íå “íåùàñíà äîëÿ”, à âòðàòà âëàñíèõ
â³êîâ³÷íèõ íàö³îíàëüíî-äóõîâíèõ îð³ºíòèð³â, äóõîâíî-
³ñòîðè÷íî¿ òâåðä³ ï³ä íîãàìè ñïðè÷èíþº óñ³ íàø³ íåãàðàçäè
³ ïàä³ííÿ. ²íòåë³ãåíö³ÿ - öå ñâîãî ðîäó “ìîçîê íàö³¿”. ßêùî æ
“ìîçîê” ïåðåáóâàº ó ñòàí³ àìíåç³¿, òî é âñå “ò³ëî”
ïåðåáóâàòèìå ó õâîðîáëèâîìó, íåä³ºçäàòíîìó ñòàí³. Îäíàê
ó áóäü-ÿêîãî ò³ëà, íàâ³òü ó ïàðàë³çîâàíîãî, íåîäì³ííî º
äóøà. ² ïðî ùî á íå ìàðèëà íàøà “õëîïîìàíñüêà”,
çíåäóõîâëåíà ³ îáåçëè÷åíà ³íòåë³ãåíö³ÿ, äóøåþ
Âåëèêî¿ é Ñîáîðíî¿ Óêðà¿íè áóëà, º ³ áóäå

ñàìå “Ñâÿòà Ðóñü-Óêðà¿íà”, ¿¿ “ñîô³éí³” äóõîâí³ ³äåàëè ³
ö³ííîñò³. Öå íåìîâ òà âíóòð³øíÿ ëþäèíà ëþäèíè çîâí³øíüî¿.

Ñâîãî ÷àñó ïñèõîëîã ïðîô. ªâãåí Îíàöüêèé
íàãîëîøóâàâ, ùî “åìîö³éí³ñòü (ÿêà âèçíàºòüñÿ íèì
õàðàêòåðíîþ ðèñîþ óêðà¿íñüêî¿ ïñèõ³÷íî¿ íàñòàíîâè, - àâò.)
º âåëèêèé äàð Áîæèé, áî âîíà ëåæèòü â îñíîâ³ êîæíîãî
ìèñòåöòâà, êîæíî¿ òâîð÷îñòè”. Äàâíüîóêðà¿íñüêîìó
åìîö³éíî-÷óòòºâîìó òåìïåðàìåíòó õðèñòèÿíñòâî ïðèùåïèëî
îò³ “ðîçóì, ëîã³êó, ïàì’ÿòü é âîëþ”, ïðî ÿê³ ïèøå Â.
Ëèïèíñüêèé, ùî ³ çóìîâèëî éîãî íåñïîä³âàíèé ³ øâèäêèé
ïàññ³îíàðíèé ñïëåñê. Àñêåòèçì ³ âîëüîâ³ñòü Ñëîâ’ÿíñüêîãî
Ïðàâîñëàâ’ÿ ç éîãî âèñîêèìè øëÿõåòíèìè ÷åñíîòàìè ³
ñóâîðèìè äîãìàòè÷íèìè îáìåæåííÿìè ïðèáîðêóâàëè
åìîö³éíî-ðó¿ííèöüêó ñòèõ³þ ñëîâ’ÿíñüêî¿ äóø³,
ñïðÿìîâóâàëè ¿¿ â³ä àíàðõ³¿ ³ áåçëàäó äî ïîðÿäêó, â³ä
ðîçïóñòè äî áëàãî÷åñòÿ, â³ä ðó¿ííèöòâà äî òâîð÷îñòè, â³ä
âàðâàðñòâà äî êóëüòóðè ³ àðèñòîêðàòèçìó äóõó. ßê áà÷èìî
Ïðàâîñëàâ’ÿ - öå ³ º äóøà óêðà¿íñüêîãî íàðîäó, éîãî îäâ³÷íà,
äîâåðøåíà ³ ñàìîäîñòàòíÿ íàö³îíàëüíà ³äåÿ. Â Ïðàâîñëàâ’¿
óêðà¿íñüêèé íàðîä ïîñòàâ ÿê ïîâíîö³ííà íàö³ÿ, â

Ïðàâîñëàâ’¿ ðîçêðèëàñü éîãî òâîð÷à
ñèëà. “Ñâÿòà Ñîáîðíà Â³ðà Ïðàâà - Öå
âñå îäíî, ùî é Óêðà¿íà: Öå ñïîêîíâ³÷íà
íàøà ñëàâà, Öå ð³äíà ìàò³íêà ºäèíà”, -
ïîåòè÷íî âèãóêóº Ìèòðîïîëèò ²ëàð³îí
(Îã³ºíêî). Â³ä³áðàòè â³ä íàðîäó öþ
ïåðøîîñíîâíó îçíàêó - çíà÷èòü â³ä³áðàòè
éîãî íàö³îíàëüíó ñàìîáóòí³ñòü, ïîçáà-
âèòè éîãî âëàñíîãî “ñàìîâèðàæåííÿ”,
“ñàìîäîñòàòíîñòè”, ñïðàâæíüî¿ “óêðà¿í-
ñüêîñòè”. Ç öüîãî âèñíîâîê: ëèøå çà
íîâîãî “îõðåùåííÿ” Óêðà¿íè, ïîâåðíåííÿ
äî òèñÿ÷îë³òí³õ äóõîâíèõ ïåðøîäæåðåë
³ äîðîãîâêàç³â ìîæëèâèé ¿¿ íîâèé
ñâ³òîâèé çëåò ó òðåòüîìó òèñÿ÷îë³òò³. Â
öüîìó é ïðèõîâàíèé ñïðàâæí³é ñåíñ
íàøîãî “ßâíîãî Ïîêëèêàííÿ” (“Manifest
Destini”). Àëå òàêèé “ïîâîðîò” çíîâó æ
òàêè íå ñë³ä ðîçóì³òè ó âóçüêîìó,
ïðèì³òèâíîìó çîâí³øíüî-ïîáóòîâîìó
“àðõà¿÷íî-ñåðåäíüîâ³÷íîìó” ïðîÿâ³.

Ïîâåðíåííÿ “äî òðàäèö³¿ ñòàðî¿ Óêðà¿íè” ïîëÿãàº ó
âíóòð³øí³é ïåðåîö³íö³ ö³ííîñòåé, ïåðåíàñòàíîâ³ âëàñíî¿
ñâ³äîìîñòè, ïîâåðíåíí³ äóõîâíèì ÷èííèêàì ¿õíüîãî
íàëåæíîãî ïåðøîîñíîâíîãî çíà÷åííÿ, ÿê òî áóëî ó íàøèõ
ïðàùóð³â. Ëèøå òàêèé øëÿõ çäàòåí âèâåñòè íàø íàðîä ç
òî¿ ãëèáîêî¿ äóõîâíî¿, êóëüòóðíî¿, ïîë³òè÷íî¿ òà åêîíîì³÷íî¿
êðèçè, â ÿê³é ìè óñ³ îïèíèëèñÿ, ïåðåòâîðèòè Óêðà¿íó ç
ïàñèâíîãî îá’ºêòó íà àêòèâíèé ñóá’ºêò ñâ³òîâî¿ ³ñòîð³¿,
ïîâåðíóòè ¿é âòðà÷åíó âåëè÷ ³ ñëàâó. Àäæå øëÿõ äî
çàãàëüíîëþäñüêîãî ëåæèòü ÷åðåç íàö³îíàëüíå. Àëå äî
íàö³îíàëüíîãî - ÷åðåç äóõîâíå. Äóõîâíèì æå ñòðèæíåì
óêðà¿íñüêî¿ íàö³¿ ìîæå áóòè ëèøå ñàìîáóòíº Êè¿âñüêå
Ïðàâîñëàâ’ÿ òà éîãî íåâìèðóù³ äóõîâí³ ³äåàëè - “Ñâÿòà
Ðóñü-Óêðà¿íà” ³ “Íîâèé “ªðóñàëèì”, ç ÿêèõ æèâèëèñü ³

ïðîäîâæóþòü ïðèõîâàíî æèâèòèñü äîíèí³ âñ³ ¿¿
æèòòºäàéí³ ñèëè.
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Òàðàñ Øåâ-
÷åíêî, ãåí³àëüíèé
óêðà¿íñüêèé ïîåò, â

îðåîë³ ñëàâè ÿêîãî
îæèëè òâîðè ïîïåðå-

äíèê³â ³ çàñÿÿëè òàëàíòè
íàñòóïíèê³â, ÿê³, ÷åðïà-

þ÷è ç “Êîáçàðÿ” òâîð÷ó íàñ-
íàãó, â³äáèâàëè ó ñâî¿õ òâîðàõ ïå÷àòü
Øåâ÷åíê³âñüêîãî äóõó. À äóõ òîé áóâ
íàäçâè÷àéíî¿ ñèëè â³ä÷óòòÿ ³ ï³çíàííÿ
³ñòèíè ³ ïîõîäèâ â³í â³ä ïîíåâîëåíîãî,
ñêðèâäæåíîãî ³ ñòðàæäóùîãî óêðà¿íñü-
êîãî íàðîäó, ùî óñòàìè ïîåòà êëèêàâ
äî áîðîòüáè çà ñâîº íàö³îíàëüíå é
ñîö³àëüíå âèçâîëåííÿ. Òî áóëà ïðîíèê-
íîâåííà ïðîïîâ³äü, ùî â çàòàºíèõ çàêó-
òèíàõ íàðîäíî¿ äóø³ ãëèáîêî çàêëàäàëà
îñíîâè ñïðàâåäëèâîñò³, áðàòåðñòâà ³
ëþáîâ³. Òîìó Ò. Øåâ÷åíêà âî³ñòèíó ñïðà-
âåäëèâî ââàæàþòü çà íàö³îíàëüíîãî
óêðà¿íñüêîãî ïðîðîêà.

“Ñîíöåì íàì òâîÿ ï³ñíÿ çàñÿ-
ÿëà, ñåðöÿ ñêð³ïèëà, äóø³ îêóëà, áðàòàì
íåçðÿ÷èì î÷³ âiòâîðèëà”,- òàêèìè ñëîâà-
ìè ïèñüìåííèöÿ Ê. Ìàëèöüêà ñõàðàêòå-
ðèçóâàëà òâîð÷³ñòü Ò. Øeâ÷åíêà ó 100-
ë³òòÿ ç äíÿ éîãî íàðîäæåííÿ.

Ò. Øåâ÷åíêî æèâ íàä³ÿìè ³
ïðàãíåííÿìè ñâîãî íàðîäó ³ â³äáèâàâ
¿õ ó ñâî¿õ ãåí³àëüíèõ òâîðàõ. Ãëèáîêî
çíàþ÷è ìèíóëå ñâîãî íàðîäó, ïåðåæè-
âàþ÷è ðàçîì ç íèì ñó÷àñíå ëèõî ³ âêàçó-
þ÷è øëÿõè äî ìàéáóòíüîãî ñïðàâåäëè-
âîãî ñîö³àëüíîãî ëàäó, â³í îäíî÷àñíî
çàêëàäàâ îñíîâè âèñîêî¿ óêðà¿íñüêî¿
êóëüòóðè- íåîáõ³äíîãî çíàðÿääÿ äëÿ
ðîçâèòêó íàðîäó, éîãî ñàìîáóòíîñò³ ³
ñàìîñò³éíîñò³.

Óêðà¿íñüêèé íàðîä çíàâ âàãó
Ò. Øåâ÷åíêà äëÿ Óêðà¿íè, â³ä÷óâàâ ³
âèñîêî ö³íèâ ¿¿, òîìó ñìåðòü éîãî áóëà
òÿæêèì óäàðîì ³ ïðèãîëîìøèëà Óêðà-
¿íó. Íàðîä ã³ðêèìè ñëüîçàìè äîâãî îï-
ëàêóâàâ éîãî, ïèñüìåííèêè æàë³áíèìè
òâîðàìè îá³çâàëèñÿ íà éîãî ñìåðòü.
“Âìåð áàòüêî íàø òà é ïîêèíóâ íàñ,
ñèðîòîþ íàøà ìàòè çîñòàëàñü”,- òàê
ïèñàëà Ëåñÿ Óêðà¿íêà â 1888 ð. íà 27
ð³÷íèöþ ñìåðò³ Ò. Øåâ÷åíêà. “Óìåð
ïîåò! ² ñòðóíè ãîëîñí³ ïîðâàëèñÿ,
çàìîâêíóëè íàâ³êè. Ìè ñòàëè ñèðîòàìè
³ ñóìí³, ïîíåñëè ó ñåðö³ æàëü âåëèêèé. ²
äîâãî ïëàêàëè” (Â. Ñàì³éëåíêî).

Ïîêàæ³òü âè êðà¿íó, íàçâ³òü òîé
íàðîä, ÿêèé ñòâîðèâ áè òàêèé êóëüò
ñâîºìó íàö³îíàëüíîìó ãåí³þ, îïîâèòèé
ùèðèì ï³ºòèçìîì, øàíîáëèâ³ñòþ ³ òàêîþ
ãàðÿ÷îþ ëþáîâ’þ. ßê í³ îäèí íàðîä ó
ñâ³ò³, óêðà¿íñüêèé íàðîä âñòàíîâèâ
ñïåö³àëüí³ Øåâ÷åíê³âñüê³ äí³ ñâî¿ì íà-
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Â. Ïðîêîïîâè÷

(äðóêóºòüñÿ ³ç ñêîðî÷åííÿì)

ö³îíàëüíèì ð³÷íèì ñâÿòîì, ³ òî áåç
ïðîãîëîøåííÿ îêðåìîãî äåêðåòó, à òàê
ñïîíòàííî. Â³äïîâ³äü íà öå äàëà â 1914
ð. öèòîâàíà ìíîþ óêðà¿íñüêà ïîåòåñà
Ê. Ìàëèöüêà: “Äîêè á’þòüñÿ ñåðöÿ â
âêðà¿íñüêèõ ãðóäÿõ, ñëîâî ïðîðîêà ç
íàìè æèòü áóäå” (“Øåâ÷åíêîâ³”, êàíòàòà).

Òÿæêó íåäîëþ ïåðåæèâàëà òîä³
Óêðà¿íà, êîëè íà ñâ³ò Áîæèé ïîÿâèâñÿ
Ò. Øåâ÷åíêî. 50 ðîê³â ïåðåä éîãî
íàðîä-æåííÿì áóëî ë³êâ ³äîâàíî
ðåøòêè ñóâåðåííî¿ âëàäè â Óêðà¿í³ -
ãåòüìàíàò (1764 ð.); 10 ðîê³â ï³çí³øå, 1775
ð. ñêàñîâàíî ºäèíó íàä³þ, ºäèíó îïîðó
³ çàõèñíèöþ – Çàïîðîçüêó Ñ³÷, à óêðà¿í-
ñüêà ñòàðøèíà ïåðåì³íèëà æóïàíè íà
öàðñüê³ â³öìóíäèðè ³ âèñëóæóâàëàñÿ â
äâîðÿíñòâ³ ïåðåä áàòþøêîþ-öàðåì.
Óêðà¿íà ëèøèëàñÿ ç ºäèíèì ñåëÿíñòâîì
³ â³ääàíèì éîìó ð³äíèì äóõîâåíñòâîì
íà ïîòàëó âîðîãàì.

Ïðîòÿãîì ñâîãî òâîð÷îãî æèò-
òÿ ïîåò í³ íà êðîê íå â³äñòóïàâ â³ä ñâîãî
ñâÿùåííîãî îáîâ’ÿçêó ñëîâîì ñëóæèòè
ð³äíîìó íàðîäó ³ òèì æå ñëîâîì
áîðîíèòè éîãî ïðàâà íà ³ñíóâàííÿ

Â êàðòèíàõ áîðîòüáè ð³äíîãî
íàðîäó çà ñâîº ³ñíóâàííÿ â ìèíóëîìó
Ò. Øåâ÷åíêî øóêàº âèõ³ä ³ç ñòðàøíî¿
íåâîë³. Â³í ïî÷èíàº îñï³âóâàòè ãåðî¿êó
ìèíóëîãî â íàòõíåííèõ îáðàçàõ, àëå íå
äëÿ ñàìîãî ò³ëüêè â³äòâîðåííÿ òîãî
ìèíóëîãî. Í³. Â³í âëèâàº â ò³ êàðòèíè
ñó÷àñí³ ³äå¿ âèçâîëüíî¿ áîðîòüáè, ìàëþº
ò³ êàðòèíè ³ ïåðåòâîðþº ¿õ ó ïðîãðàìó
âèçâîëåííÿ íàö³îíàëüíîãî ³ ñîö³àëü-
íîãî. Â ïîåç³ÿõ, íàïèñàíèõ íà ³ñòîðè÷í³
òåìè, â³í âèñòóïàº íå ò³ëüêè â ðîë³ ïîåòà,
à â³ä³ãðàº ðîëü ³äåîëîãà áîðîòüáè ïðîòè
íåïðàâäè ³ íåâîë³. Ç óñò ñâîãî ñòîë³ò-
íüîãî ä³äà ²âàíà, ó÷àñíèêà ãàéäàìà-
öüêîãî ïîâñòàííÿ â 1768 ð., â³í ìàëþº
êàðòèíó çà êàðòèíîþ áîðîòüáè ïîâñòà-
íö³â çà ñâîþ äîëþ. Ö³ êàðòèíè íå ïðî-
ñòî  ïåðåêàçóâàííÿ ³ñòîðè÷íèõ ïîä³é.
Àâòîð ñàì âêëþ÷àºòüñÿ ó òó áîðîòüáó,
ã³ðêèìè ñëüîçàìè ðèäàº íàä íåäîëåþ
ïîâñòàíö³â; éîãî ñåðöå ñïîâíþºòüñÿ
ðàäîùàìè çà çäîáóòó ïåðåìîãó. Â
ïàòåòè÷íèõ òîíàõ ïåðåïîâ³äàº ïîä³þ, â
îñíîâ³ ÿêî¿ ëåæèòü ñâÿùåííà, Áîãîì
áëàãîñëîâåííà áîðîòüáà. Ïðèãàäàéìî
êàðòèíó îñâÿ÷åííÿ ïîâñòàíñüêî¿ çáðî¿
â Õîëîäíîìó ßðó êîëî ×èãèðèíà. Áî-
æåñüêå ñëîâî îðãàí³÷íî çëèëîñÿ ç óêðà-
¿íñüêèì ïàòð³îòè÷íèì â óñòàõ ³ãóìåíà
Ìîòðîí³âñüêîãî ìîíàñòèðÿ Ìåëõèñå-
äåêà Çíà÷êà-ßâîðñüêîãî. Óñòàìè ³ãóìåíà
ïðîìîâëÿº ñàì

Øåâ÷åíêî, ìàëþº ñòðà-õ³òòÿ íåâîë³
óêðà¿íñüêîãî íàðîäó ³ çàê-ëèêàº ç
ìîëèòâîþ íà óñòàõ áðàòè çáðîþ ³
âèñòóïàòè íà áîðîòüáó ç ëþòèì âîðîãîì.

Ìîë³òåñÿ, áðàò³ÿ, ìîë³òåñü!
Êðóãîì ñâÿòîãî ×èãèðèíà
Ñòîðîæà ñòàíå ç òîãî ñâ³òó,
Íå äàñòü ñâÿòîãî ðîçïèíàòü.
À âè Óêðà¿íó õîâàéòå…
Íåçëàìíèì ³ íåïðèìèðåííèì

áîðöåì áóâ Ò. Øåâ÷åíêî ³ ïðîòè ñîö³-
àëüíî¿ íåâîë³ ³ íåïðàâäè. Ïîâåðòàþ÷èñü
³ç çàñëàííÿ â 1857 ð., Øåâ÷åíêî çóïèíè-
âñÿ â Íèæíüîìó Íîâãîðîä³ ³ òàì íàïèñàâ
ïîåìó “Íåîô³òè”, â ÿê³é çìàëþâàâ òÿæê³
ìóêè, ÿê³ òåðïèòü óêðà¿íñüêå ñåëÿíñòâî,
êèíóòå Êàòåðèíîþ ²² ó êð³ïàöüêó
íåâîëþ. Â ö³é ïîåì³ â³í çä³éñíèâ ñâî¿
ñëîâà, ÿê³ íàïèñàâ ó ùîäåííèêó:
“Êàðàþñü, ìó÷óñü, àëå íå êàþñü”.

Ñèëà Øåâ÷åíê³âñüêîãî ïðîðî-
öòâà îñíîâóºòüñÿ íà ºâàíãåëüñüê³é ïðà-
âä³, íà íàóö³ Õðèñòà ³ ìîëèòâ³. À ìîëèòè-
ñÿ Øåâ÷åíêî óì³â ³ ëþáèâ. ßê³ áîãîíàò-
õíåíí³ ìîëèòâè â³í óêëàäàâ ³ ïåðåïë³òàâ
ó ñâî¿õ ïîåç³ÿõ! Êðàñîòîþ ³ ãëèáèíîþ
ðåë³ã³éíîãî ïî÷óòòÿ õ³áà ïñàëìîñï³âåöü
Äàâèä ì³ã äîð³âíÿòèñü äî Øåâ÷åíêà.
Îäíó ç òàêèõ ìîëèòîâ Øåâ÷åíêî óâ³â
ÿê âñòóï äî ïîåìè “Ìàð³ÿ”, ÿêó â³í íà-
ïèñàâ çà ï³âòîðà ðîêó äî ñìåðò³.

Âñå óïîâàí³º ìîº
Íà Òåáå, Ïðåñâ³òëèé ðàþ,
Íà ìèëîñåðä³º Òâîº
Âñå óïîâàí³º ìîº
Íà Òåáå, Ìàòè, âîçëàãàþ.
Ñâÿòàÿ Ñèëî âñ³õ ñâÿòèõ!
Ïðåíåïîðî÷íàÿ, áëàãàþ,
Ìîëþñÿ, ïïëà÷ó ³ ðèäàþ:
Âîççðè, Ïðå÷èñòàÿ, íà ¿õ,
Îòèõ îêðàäåíèõ, ñë³ïèõ
Íåâ³ëüíèê³â. Ïîäàé ¿ì ñèëó
Òâîéîãî Ìó÷åíèêà Ñèíà,
Ùîá õðåñò-êàéäàíè äîíåñëè
Äî ñàìîãî-ñàìîãî êðàþ…
Âîíìè ¿õ ñòîíó ³ ïîøëè
Áëàãèé ê³íåöü, î Âñåáëàãàÿ!
T. Øåâ÷åíêî ç’ÿâèâñÿ íà çîð³

óêðà¿íñüêî¿ ë³òåðàòóðè Õ²Õ â³êó, ñòàâøè
îñíîâîïîëîæíèêîì íîâî¿ óêðà¿íñüêî¿
ë³òåðàòóðè ³ ïðîðîêîì ñîö³àëüíî¿ ³
íàö³îíàëüíî¿ âîë³.

² äîêè ïåðåáóâàòèìå íåïðàâäà
íà çåìë³, äîêè ëþäè áóäóòü ï³ä ãí³òîì
íàö³îíàëüíèì ³ ñîö³àëüíèì, äîòè áóäå
æèòè ñåðåä òèõ ëþäåé Øåâ÷åíêî, äîòè
÷åðïàòèìóòü âîíè ç “Êîáçàðÿ” íàñíàãó...

Òîìó ³ì’ÿ Øåâ÷åíêà âèéøëî
ïîçà ìåæ³ Óêðà¿íè, ³ ñëàâà éîãî çàëóíàëà
ïî âñ³õ ïðîñòîðàõ ñâ³òó…
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Ñàìå òàê íàðîä íàâ³÷íî çàêàðáóâàâ ó ñâî¿é
ïàì’ÿò³ ÷åðãîâèé âàë ãîëîäó, õîëîäó, ðåïðåñ³é, çëèäí³â
³ ãîðÿ. Â³í ëèøå ïî÷àâñÿ ó äàëåêîìó òà áëèçüêîìó äî
áîë³ñíîãî ùåìó òà ïåêó÷î¿ ñëüîçè 1947-ìó. Ùîá íå
çàáóòè — íàâ³äàéòåñÿ, áîäàé ïîäóìêè, äî áåç³ìåííèõ
ìîãèë, ñõèë³òü ãîëîâè ³ êîë³íà, ñåðöÿ ³ äóø³ ïåðåä
çàïàëèìè ó çåìëþ ñêðîìíèìè íåâèñîêèìè õðåñòàìè
íà öâèíòàðÿõ, à, ï³äí³ìàþ÷è ç çåìë³ òà ö³ëóþ÷è êðèõòèíó
õë³áà, çíàéòå: çàáóäåìî ïðî ìèíóëå — íå ìàòèìåìî
ìàéáóòíüîãî. Áî ò³ëüêè ïàì’ÿòü òðèìàº íà äóñ³ íàðîä,
çöåìåíòîâóº éîãî â íàö³þ ³ ðîáèòü íåçëàìíèì. Òàê
áóëî êîëèñü: ðèìñüê³ âîºíà÷àëüíèêè ïîñèëàëè ïåðåä
ñîáîþ âèâ³äà÷³â ³ îãëÿäà÷³â — ï³ñëÿ ¿õí³õ äîíåñåíü
îáõîäèëè ñòîðîíîþ ò³ ïîñåëåííÿ, äå âïîðÿäêîâàíèìè
áóëè öâèíòàð³, áî çíàëè, ùî òàì ñòîÿòèìóòü íà ñìåðòü.
Íàø³ ïðàùóðè â³ëüíî¿ íåä³ëüíî¿ äíèíè ïðèõîäèëè, ÿê
ìîâèëîñÿ, «íà ãðîáè» (äî ðå÷³, áåç ïèòâà) — äîíèí³
öåé çâè÷àé ïîáóòóº, ïðèì³ðîì, ó Ïóòÿòèíöÿõ ï³ä
Ðîãàòèíîì. Äîíèí³ âèñî÷àòü êîçàöüê³ ìîãèëè, ÿê³
âèñèïàëè ïîáðàòèìè íàä ïîëåãëèìè, íîñÿ÷è çåìëþ ó
øàïêàõ òà æóïàíàõ. Ó êîæíîìó ñåë³ ïåðåä ñõ³äíîþ
íàâàëîþ áóëè ñâî¿ Ìîãèëè — ñàìå òàê, ç âåëèêî¿ ë³òåðè
ïîòð³áíî ïèñàòè ¿õíþ íàçâó, áî öå áóëà ïàì’ÿòü. Õòî
áóâàº çà êîðäîíîì — äèâóºòüñÿ òèì óïîðÿäêîâàíèì,
ìîâ ïåðåä ñâÿòîì, ì³ñöåâèì öâèíòàðÿì: ìîæó
ñòâåðäèòè, ùî ñàìå íà ö³é ïàì’ÿò³. òðèìàþòüñÿ
ºâðîïåéñüê³ íàö³¿. Çðåøòîþ, ç äèòÿ÷èõ ë³ò ïðèãàäóþ
âïîðÿäêîâàíèé ñ³ëüñüêèé öâèíòàð — ñêðîìíèé ³ âåñü ó
çåëåí³. Âæå íå êàæåìî ïðî ñïðàâæíþ ñâÿò³ñòü
Ëè÷àê³âñüêîãî êëàäîâèùà ó Ëüâîâ³, ìåíøèõ — ïî ³íøèõ
çàõ³äíîóêðà¿íñüêèõ ì³ñòàõ.

Öå ñâÿòà ïàì’ÿòü, äàíèíà ïîâàãè äî òèõ, êîìó
âæå íå òðåáà öüîãî. Àëå º ùå æèâà ïàì’ÿòü. Òàê, ¿¿
ïîâèíí³ ìàòè æèâ³. Ñïðàâä³, æèâ³ ìàþòü ç³áðàòè ïî
êðèõò³ ùå â³ä òèõ, õòî öå ïàì’ÿòàº, íàéìåíøèé ñïîãàä
ïðî Ãîëîäîìîð, ÿêèé ëèøå ïî÷àâñÿ ó 1947-ìó, à òðèâàº
ó ð³çíèõ âèäîçì³íàõ äîíèí³. Öå òðåáà çàêîäóâàòè ó
ñëîâ³ äðóêîâàíîìó ³ ìîâëåíîìó, çàô³ëüìîâàíîìó.
Çíàéìî: ïàì’ÿòàþ÷è, íå äîïóñòèìî öüîãî í³êîëè â
ìàéáóòíüîìó! Òî æ äî ïðàö³ çàðàäè ïàì’ÿò³ ³ âñ³õ íèí³
ñóùèõ: çáåðåæ³ìî òîé ÷àñ!

Ðåäàêö³ÿ «Â³ðè» ðîçïî÷èíàº àêö³þ ç
âèäðóêóâàííÿ ñïîãàä³â, äîêóìåíò³â, àðõ³âíèõ çíàõ³äîê,
çí³ìê³â, ôîëüêëîðíèõ çàïèñ³â òîãî ïåð³îäó. Ïðèíîñüòå ³
íàäñèëàéòå öå âñå äëÿ äðóêó. Çàêëèêàºìî íàøèõ êîëåã-
æóðíàë³ñò³â ç ³íøèõ äðóêîâàíèõ, ðàä³î- ³ òåëåâèäàíü,
ê³íîäîêóìåíòàë³ñò³â, êðàºçíàâö³â, íàóêîâö³â òà
ïîøóêîâö³â äî ñï³ëüíî¿ ïðàö³ ç óâ³÷íåííÿ

òèõ ñòðàøíèõ ÷àñ³â. Öå áóäå íàøîþ äàíèíîþ ïàì’ÿò³ ³
øêîëîþ íà øëÿõó äî çì³öíåííÿ íàö³¿. Ðîçðàõîâóºìî, ùî
øèðîêîìàñøòàáí³ àêö³¿ áóäóòü ïðîâåäåí³ íà îô³ö³éíîìó
ð³âí³.  Îòæå, ïîäàºìî ïåðøèé ñïîãàä.

Ó ñòðàõó, ãîëîä³ é õîëîä³

Òàê ìîæó ñêàçàòè ïðî ñâîº äèòèíñòâî, ÿêå
ñóïðîâîäæóâàëîñÿ ãîëîäîì ó Çàõ³äí³é Óêðà¿í³ òà
îñîáëèâî — â Áåññàðàá³¿, çàêëàäàííÿì êîëãîñï³â,
ìàñîâèìè âèâåçåííÿìè ³ ñóäàìè íàä áåçíåâèííèìè
ëþäüìè, à íàäòî æ — õâîðîáàìè, á³äí³ñòþ, ïîñò³éíèì
ñòðàõîì.

Ùî ¿ëè? Âñå, ùî ìîæíà áóëî, êð³ì, ìîæëèâî,
ëèøå âîâ÷èõ ÿã³ä. Ìîëîäèé ùàâåëü (êâàñîê) íà ëåäü
çåëåí³þ÷èõ ëóêàõ, äèêèé ÷àñíèê ³ çàÿ÷ó êàïóñòó
(îñîáëèâî ä³òâîðà), ïèëè ÷àé ç âåðáîâî¿ êîðè, ã³ëîê
âèøí³, ç ì’ÿòè, ðóì’ÿíêó, ñìîêòàëè ñëèâîâèé, âèøíåâèé
³ ÷åðåøíåâèé êëåé. Ïîò³ì — ïëîäè. Ìàìà âñå íàêàçóâàëà,
àáè ¿ñòè ëèøå ò³ ñëèâî÷êè é ÿáëó÷êà, âèøí³ ³ ÷åðåøí³,
ÿê³ âæå ñïàëåí³ëè — íå áóäå ÷åðâ³íêè (ì’ÿêî êàæó÷è,
ðîçëàäó øëóíêà, â³ä ÿêîãî é ïîìèðàëè). Íà ÷åðåìõó
íàë³òàëè é ¿ëè òàê, ùî ÿçèê ñòàâàâ äåðåâ’ÿíèì ³
âêðèâàâñÿ æîâòî-çåëåíèì íàðîñòîì, ÿêèé ç³øêðÿáóâàëè
í³ãòåì ³... ¿ëè çíîâó. Ìàìà ïåêëà ïàëÿíèöþ ç ñî÷åâèö³ —
÷îðíó, ãëåâêó. Íàñ, òðîº áðàò³â, íàìàãàëèñÿ îáäåðòè
ëèøå øê³ðêó — âîíà áóëà òâåðäîþ, àëå òàòî ñóâîðî-
í³æíî êàçàâ: «¯æ óñå, íå ïåðåáèðàé — âîíî ï³äå».
Êóêóðóäçÿí³ êà÷àíè: ñïî÷àòêó ñèð³, êîëè ëèøå ìîëî÷êî
ìàþòü, ³ º ì’ÿêèìè, ïîò³ì îáñìàëåí³ íà âîãí³, äàë³ —
âàðåí³. Êàøó: âíî÷³ áàòüêè ïðèíîñèëè ùå äîâîë³ ì’ÿê³

êîëîñêè ÿ÷ìåíþ, ï³çí³øå æèòà ³ ïøåíèö³. Ìàìà
ï³äñóøóâàëà íà êóõí³. Òåðëè â äîëîíÿõ ³

ñòàð³ ³ ìàë³. Ó âóéêà ë³âîðó÷ áóëà

Íàøå íåçàáóòíº ìèíóëå...

Áîãäàí Ô²ÃÎËÜ ³ç ñåëà Ä³áðîâè (Ñåðíèê³â Ñåðåäí³õ) íà Ðîãàòèíùèí³

Ó 47-ì³ì ðîö³ — ïëà÷ íà êîæí³ì êðîö³Ó 47-ì³ì ðîö³ — ïëà÷ íà êîæí³ì êðîö³Ó 47-ì³ì ðîö³ — ïëà÷ íà êîæí³ì êðîö³Ó 47-ì³ì ðîö³ — ïëà÷ íà êîæí³ì êðîö³Ó 47-ì³ì ðîö³ — ïëà÷ íà êîæí³ì êðîö³
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äåðåâ’ÿíà ñòóïà, ó òåòè
ïðàâîðó÷ — ñõîâàí³ çà äâåðèìà
â êîì³ð÷èí³, ÿêî¿ íå âèäíî áóëî
ç-çà ñ³íåøíèõ äâåðåé, — æîðíà.
Ãîòóâàëîñÿ âàðèâî (³íàêøå
íàçâàòè íå ìîæó, íåìàº òàêî¿
íàçâè) íà âîä³, çàëèâàëîñÿ
ñâ³æîâèäîºíèì ìîëîêîì
(çàäîðîãî âèõîäèëî, ùîá ùå
òðàòèòè ð³ùà, ïðèíåñåíå çà äâà
ê³ëîìåòðè ç ë³ñó, íà êèï’ÿò³ííÿ
çàùîðàç óïðîäîâæ äíÿ). ²ç
íåäîçð³ëèõ ïëîä³â ÷åðåøí³,
âèøí³, ÿáëóê ³ ãðóø âàðèëàñÿ
þøêà, äî ÿêî¿ ìàìà äîäàâàëà
ðîçâåäåíîãî íà âîä³ áîðîøíà.
Öå, à òàêîæ çóïà (ãîëóáà â³ä
ê³ëüêîõ ÿ÷ì³ííèõ çåðåí,
ïîìóòí³ëà â³ä ïøîíà àáî
ãðå÷êè) çàá³ëþâàëèñÿ ìîëîêîì.
Âàð³àíò — çàñìàæêà ³ç öèáóë³ íà
îë³¿ , à â ÷àñ Ð³çäâÿíèõ,
Âåëèêîäí³õ, Çåëåíèõ ñâÿò, ï³ä ÷àñ ïðàçíèêó íà Ìèõàéëà
— é íà ñìàëüö³!

Êîðîâà-ðÿò³âíèöÿ, í³áè äðóãà ìàìà, ç ÿêîþ
îáõîäèëèñÿ ëàñêàâî, ÿê ç íàéð³äí³øîþ. ß êîëèñü ÷óâ,
ÿê ìàìà êàçàëà òàòîâ³, àáè ñòàâ ç íåþ «ïîçè÷èòè»
òðîõè áóðà÷èííÿ ³ç êîëãîñïíîãî ïîëÿ, àëå òàòî â³äïîâ³â:
«Íå áóäó, áî òî ãðîìàäñüêå...» Àëå íåâæèòêè, çàáîëî÷åí³
ì³ñöèíè, ïîò³÷êè òàòî îáêîøóâàâ, ç íåáëèçüêîãî ë³ñó
íîñèâ òðàâè.

Ç êîðîâîþ áóëî íå òàê ïðîñòî. Áóâ êîíòèíðåíò:
240 ë³òð³â ìîëîêà ç îá³éñòÿ, 28 ê³ëîãðàì³â ì’ÿñà. ² òóò íà
âèðó÷êó ïðèõîäèëî, ÿê éîãî ã³ðêî îõðåñòèëè ëþäè,
«ñòàë³íñüêå ïëåì’ÿ» — êîçè é êîçåíÿòà. Äîáðà êîçà ìîãëà
çà äåíü äàòè ³ ïîíàä òðè ë³òðè ìîëîêà, òà òàêîãî æèðíîãî
³ õîëîäíîãî, ùî íå êîæåí ì³ã éîãî ñïîæèòè. Íàøà
ðîäè÷êà, ÿêà âåðíóëàñÿ ç ïîñåëåííÿ, áî áðàò áóâ ç
«õëîïöÿìè» (ëèøå òàê ãîâîðèëè ïðî ïàðòèçàí³â ³ âñþ
ïàðòèçàíêó), êàçàëà: «ß çàêðèâàëà ïàëüöÿìè í³ñ ³ òàê
âèïèâàëà ìîëîêî, çàòå âèæèëà». Çâè÷àéíî, í³õòî òîä³
ä³àãíîçó íå âñòàíîâëþâàâ, ÷îìó íå ìîæå îðãàí³çì
ñïðèéíÿòè êîçÿ÷å ìîëîêî. Á³äí³ æ êîçåíÿòà ìóñèëè áóòè
â õë³â³ ³ ¿ñòè, ùî êèíóòü, à êîçè... Î êîçè, ÷è íå íàéã³ðê³øèé
(ï³ñëÿ áóðêîò³ííÿ â ãîëîäíîìó æèâîò³) ñïîãàä ìîãî
äèòèíñòâà. Ó øåñòèð³÷íîìó-ñåìèð³÷íîìó â³ö³ ÿ ïàñ êîðîâó
é ÿë³âêó, çî òðè êîçè. Íàäâå÷³ð âîíè ìåíå äîêîíóâàëè,
³ ÿ íå ñíîïîì, í³, òðóïîì ïàäàâ ³ çàñèíàâ, ìîâ óáèòèé
(íèí³ ìåí³ á òð³øêè áåçòóðáîòíîãî íà ö³ëó í³÷ ñíó, àëå,
áîðîíü Áîæå, òàêîþ ïëàòîþ!). Êîçè ¿ëè âñå, ùî ðîñëî
ïîðÿä ³ íà âèñîò³ äî ï³âòîðà ìåòðà — êóäè äîñÿãàëè
ïåðåäí³ìè ëàïàìè. Íàâ³òü, ÿ áóâ ïðîñòî ïðèãîëîìøåíèé:
ïîïóñòèâøè íàãëÿä çà íèìè ïåðåä êîëãîñïíîþ
òþòþíîâîþ ïëàíòàö³ºþ, ÿ ñïîõâàòèâñÿ, êîëè
âîíè íà ïîâíó ïàùåêó æåðëè öå ïåêó÷å

ëèñòÿ! À ÿêáè ïîáà÷èâ õòîñü ³ç ïîñ³ïàê?
Ïðèíàã³äíî: ó ïîðó ìîãî äèòèíñòâà
æèâ ùå â ñåë³ ñòàðèé ïàíñüêèé
ïðèêàæ÷èê, ÿêîãî çâàëè çâè÷íî ³
áóäåííî, áåçåìîö³éíî, ìîâ ñàìî
ñîáîþ çðîçóì³ëå, — ïîñ³ïàêà). Êîçÿ÷å
ìîëîêî, ïîíàä ï’ÿòü ïðîöåíò³â
æèðíîñò³, ïîòèõåíüêó äîëèâàëîñÿ äî
êîðîâ’ÿ÷îãî ³ çäàâàëîñÿ äî ìîëî÷àðí³.
Öàïêè ðîñëè øâèäøå ³ á³ëüøèìè, öèì
óêîðî÷óþ÷è ñîá³ â³êó: âîñåíè öå áóëè
ò³, ùîá íàâ³÷íî ïðîïàëè, «ñòàë³íñüê³»
28 ê³ëîãðàì³â.

Ãîâîðþ, âëàñíå, ïðî íàøó ïîâíó
ñ³ì’þ, ÿêà æèëà ùå íå íàéã³ðøå. À
áóëè â ñåë³ é òàê³, äå íå áóëî òàòà ÷è
ìàìè, ÷è é ñèðîòè êðóãë³, àáî ò³, äå
«í³ êîðîâè, í³ ñâèí³ — ò³ëüêî Ñòàë³í íà
ñò³í³». Ìîæíà çäîãàäàòèñÿ...
À îò ùî áóëî â êîæíîãî, òî öå ³íøà
«õóäîáà» — ãíèäè, áëîõè, áëîùèö³ ³
âîø³. Òàê óæå äî¿äàëè... À ÿêà ðàäà?

Îñü ùå îäèí øåäåâð íàðîäíî¿ òâîð÷îñò³ òîãî ÷àñó:
«Ñòàë³í, äàé íàì òðîõè ìèëà, áî âæå âóø³ ìàþòü êðèëà».
Òóò, ÿê ³ â óñüîìó, ñåëÿíèí áóâ ïîëèøåíèé íà ñåáå
ñàìîãî. Îòæå, âàðèëè ìèëî ç òâàðèííèõ ê³ñòîê;
âèìî÷óâàëè ïîëîòíÿíèé îäÿã â îêðîï³, íàñòîÿíîìó íà
«ëóç³» — âîä³ ç ïîïåëîì; êëàëè äî ïîñòåë³ ïîëèíó;
ùîðàíêó ³ ïåðåä ñíîì âèëîâëþâàëè òèõ «ñòðèáóíö³â» ³
— í³ãòåì äî í³ãòÿ. Äîñÿãíåííÿì 50-õ áóëî ïðîòèâîøèâå
ìèëî — òàêèé «àðîìàò», ùî ëþäèíà íå âèòðèìóâàëà. À
òà ï³äëîòà ³ â³ä öüîãî íå êîí÷å çäèõàëà. Òî ïðîæàðþâàëè
îäÿã íàä âîãíåì.

Ôàñîëÿ... Äðóãèé õë³á, ÿêèé òîä³ â ñåë³ ñòàâ
ïåðøèì. Ó íàø³é êîì³ð÷èí³ áóëî äâà «ê³ðöåâ³» ì³õè (ïî
100 êîëîãðàì³â) — òàêèõ ÿ á³ëüøå í³êîëè ³ í³äå íå áà÷èâ.
Ç êâàñîëåþ. Òàêîþ äîðîãîö³ííîþ — íà âñå æèòòÿ. ³ êîëè
íàïðèê³íö³ ÕÕ ñò . òàòîâ³ áóëî çà 90, ³  ìåíå
âèïðîâàäæóâàëè ïî ðîáîò³, ìàìà îáîâ’ÿçêîâî íåñëà
äî áàãàæíèêà çàâ’ÿçàíó â òîðáèí³ ç ðóêàâà ñîðî÷êè
êâàñîëþ — «òè òàìòó âæå, ïåâíå, ç’¿â».

Êâàñîëÿ éøëà äëÿ ïðîäàæó â «êîîïåðàòèâó»,
íà îáì³í ³... âèðó÷àëà áåññàðàáö³â. ¯õ òîãî ïàì’ÿòíîãî
÷àñó áóëî äîñèòü: ãîëîä âèãíàâ ç äîìó. Äåñü ÷åðåç 40
ë³ò ïî òîìó êàçàâ ìåí³ îäèí ìîëäîâàíèí, ùî íà
áóêîâèíñüêîìó áîö³ á³äàê³â â³äëÿêóâàëè âîãíåïàëüíîþ
çáðîºþ, êàçàëè, ùî òî ì³ñöåâ³ ëþäè. «Íº íàäà», ÿê
ãîâîðèëîñÿ òîä³. Áàãàòî çà ñìóòíèõ ÷àñ³â áóëî ñèòóàö³é,
ÿê³ øòó÷íî íàâ’ÿçóâàëèñÿ, íå çàëèøàþ÷è âåðñ³é á³äíîìó
ëþäó: ìîâ÷è, ÿçè÷êó, áî òàêà òþðìà â êîæíîìó ì³ñò³
âèñîêà, ùî ç íå¿ Ìàãàäàí âèäíî — êàçàëè æ, ùî «õòî
ñèä³â, òîé íå çàáóäå, à õòî íå ñèä³â — òîé ùå áóäå». À

âåðñ³ÿ — îñü âîíà, íà ïîâåðõí³: ÿêùî çà êíèæêè À.
×àéê³âñüêîãî «Çà ñåñòðîþ» ³ «Íà óõîäàõ»

òðüîì îäíîñåëüöÿì «â³äâàæèëè» ïî

Íàøå íåçàáóòíº ìèíóëå...
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Donations to the “Vira” Press Fund

$1,480.00 The C. Truchly-Zdoryk Family.
$500.00 The C. Truchly-Zdoryk Family in memory

of Slava Pavlovsky.
$100.00 Rev. A. Limonczenko, P. Chalawa,

St. Olga’s Sisterhood, NY, NY.
$50.00 L. Dijak, V. Kuzmycz, A Craig.
$30.00 V. Heretz, M.S. Petrusha, E. Hromycky,

M. Koszman.
$25.00 St. Mary’s Sisterhood, Rochester, NY,

V. Presko, A.J. Leshko, N. Ilnytzky,
A.I. Cherney, M. Zadojany, H. Petrusha,
I. Korhun.

$20.00 V. Gluch, M. Panczenko, I. Bojko-Paar,
L. Shevchenko, A. Raryk.

$10.00 A. Olijnyk, H. Hawryluk, I. Yarosh,
V. Dejneka, A. Zabijaka.

Äîðîã³ ñåñòðèö³,
ôîíä Îá’ºäíàííÿ íà âèñèëêó Â²ÐÈ

â Óêðà¿íó âè÷åðïóºòüñÿ.
Öüîãî ðîêó áóäåìî âèñèëàòè ò³ëüêè äî
á³áë³îòåê. Ìàºìî â Óêðà¿í³ áàæàþ÷èõ

îòðèìóâàòè Â²ÐÓ, àëå íà æàëü öèõ áàæàíü
ìè íå ìîæåìî çàäîâ³ëüíèòè.

Ïåðåäïëàòà â Óêðà¿íó êîøòóº $25.
Ïåðåäïëà÷óéòå Â²ÐÓ, ÿê äàðóíîê äëÿ

÷èòà÷³â â Óêðà¿í³ ÷è ÑØÀ!

25, òî ùî áóëî á çà êð³ñ ÷è áîäàé íàá³é äî íüîãî?
Îòæå, çáðîºþ âîëîä³ëè ò³, ùî íîñèëè ïîãîíè.
«Â³äñòð³ëîì» âîíè çàéìàëèñÿ òîìó, ùî ¿õí³ âåðõîâîäè
ìàëè æàëü äî çàõ³äíîóêðà¿íñüêîãî íàðîäó, ïðàâäà, öå
ï³ñëÿ òîãî, ÿê òîâàðíÿêè âæå «îñâî¿ëè» ìàðøðóòè äî
ãèáëèõ ñèá³ðñüêèõ ì³ñöü. Í³, éøëîñÿ ïðî ïîãîëîñ, ùî ó
«âºë³êîé, íºäºë³ìîé Ðîä³íè» áðàêóº õë³áíèõ çàïàñ³â, ùîá
íàãîäóâàòè ñâ³é íàðîä — àëå æ òîðãóâàëè ç³ ñâ³òîì
ëèøå çåðíîì.

Ñåëî áóëî â òàêîìó ñòðàõó, ùî é ÷åðåç 40
ðîê³â í³õòî ç ìîº¿ íàéáëèæ÷î¿ ðîäèíè ïðî òå íå ãîâîðèâ:
ìîâëÿâ, à âîíî òîá³ òîãî òðåáà?

Ó ïîëîòíÿí³é òîðáèíö³ áðàëîñÿ äî øêîëè ÿêåñü
õ³áà ÿáëó÷êî. Âîíà áóëà çàôàðáîâàíà íà çåëåíêóâàòî
ÿêîþñü òðàâîþ. Îäÿã æå âåñü — øòàíè ³ ðîáî÷³ ñîðî÷êè
ç ÷îðíî-÷åðâîíîþ ñêðîìíîþ âèøèâêîþ (âëîâëþºòå
êîëüîðè?) ôàðáóâàëèñÿ áçèíîþ (áóçèíîþ). ̄ ¿ í³õòî íå
âèðóáóâàâ, áî òî òåæ áóëà ðÿò³âíèöÿ: ç ÿã³ä — ïàìïóõè ³
çàâèâàíö³ íà ñâÿòà, ç ñîêó — ë³êè â³ä ïðîñòóäè ³ õâîðîá
øëóíêà. Íà ñóøåíèöþ éøëè çäåá³ëüøîãî êâàñíè÷êè ç
ë³ñó ³ äèê³ ãðóøêè àáî æ ïàäàëèöÿ, ÿêà âæå
«çãíèëè÷èëàñÿ». Ó íàø³é êîìîð³ áóëî ùå äâà êàäóáè-
ðÿò³âíèêè ë³òð³â ïî 50 — äëÿ êâàøåíî¿ êàïóñòè é îã³ðê³â
(îáîâ’ÿçêîâî æîâòèõ, ùîá áóëî ùî âêóñèòè). Öèáóëÿ ³
÷àñíèê áóëè äîçîâàí³. Îë³ÿ — æîâòóâàòî-çåëåíêóâàòà,
ã³ðêà äî ïåêó÷îñò³ — ç ð³ïàêó. Ìàêóõ ç íüîãî «éøîâ» òåæ.

Ìîëäîâàíè (íàãàäóþ — òîä³ ¿õ íàçèâàëè
áåññàðàáöÿìè) áóëè ëþäüìè ñóìèðíèìè. Ó ñóñ³ä³â æèâ
Íèêîëà, äîïîìàãàâ ïî ãîñïîäàðñòâó: âóéêî ïîìåð, ñèí
éîãî Äìèòðî ï³ñëÿ ðîçì³íóâàííÿ ó Ï³íñüêèõ áîëîòàõ
ìàâ ñóõîòè ãîðëà, â³ä ÷îãî é óìåð. Íèêîëà ñ³äàâ çà ñò³ë
çî âñ³ìà — â³í ïîìàãàâ, íå ñëóæèâ. Á³ëüø³ñòü æå
ïðîøàê³â ïðèíîñèëà ñâ³é ñêðîìíèé ñêàðá. Ì³íÿëè íà
ùîñü ¿ñòèâíå, íå êîí÷å íîâèé îäÿã, âçóâà÷êó, êîæóøêè,
âèðîáè ç ãëèíè, ðàçêè íàìèñòà òîùî. Òàòî íå áðàâ
í³÷îãî: ðîçáèðàëè ó 1939 ðîö³ («âèçâîëèòåë³» ïðèêëàä
ïîêàçàëè) äâà ïàíñüê³ ïàëàöè íà îêîëèö³ ñåëà ³ ëþäè
«ïîæèâèëèñÿ» — ó íàñ çâ³äòè ÿ íå áà÷èâ öåãëèíêè ÷è
÷åðåïèö³, ì³íÿëè ëþäè ó áåññàðàáö³â, ìè — í³. Ïðîñòî
ìàìà, õî÷ ñêóïóâàòî (à ñâî¿õ òðîº ñèí³â?) ï³ä òàòîâèì
ñóâîðèì ïîãëÿäîì ñèïàëà ³ äîñèïàëà êîæíîìó òðîõè
ôàñîë³. Ï³çíî ââå÷åð³ ÿêîñü ïðèáèëàñÿ äî õàòè ä³â÷èíà
ðîê³â ø³ñòíàäöÿòè äî íàñ ³, ïëà÷ó÷è, ñêàçàëà, ùî í³õòî
íî÷óâàòè íå ïðèéìàº — òàòî âèïðîâàäèâ ìåíå äî
«äðóãî¿», íåîïàëþâàíî¿, õàòè, à ä³â÷èíêà ñïàëà íà
ìîºìó áàìáåòë³. À êîëè ìàìà ââå÷åð³ éøëà ç ë³õòàðíåþ
ïîäèâèòèñÿ äî êîðîâè, òî ïîáà÷èëà äâîõ áåññàðàáö³â,
ÿê³ ¿ëè... âèêîëî÷åíó ëóøïèíó ³ äð³áêó áóëüáè, ùî íå
ñïîæèëè êóðè. Äî ðå÷³, êîëè â³ä³éøëè ìî¿ íàéäîðîæ÷³
ó çàñâ³òè ³ ÿ âòðàòèâ ³íø³ ìîæëèâîñò³ ìàòè ïî äîñòàòêó
ôàñîë³, òî òåïåð íà äà÷³ â³äâîäæó íàëåæíå ¿é ïî÷åñíå
ì³ñöå.

Ìàìà âàðèëà ôàñîëþ, òîâêëà ¿¿ ìàêîãîíîì,
ðîáèëà ñâîºð³äí³ êîòëåòè, ÿê³ îáêà÷óâàëà â
ò³ñò³ ³ ïåêëà íà ðîçïå÷åíîìó áëÿò³

Íàøå íåçàáóòíº ìèíóëå...
(÷àâóíí³é ïëèò³ òîãî÷àñíèõ êóõîíü). Ïåðåòèðàëà òàêîæ,
ïðîìèâàëà ó âîä³ ³ êèï’ÿòèëà, äîñèïàþ÷è êðóï³â ÷è
äîìàøíº ò³ñòî, çàïðàâëÿëà ñìàæåíîþ öèáóëåþ. Âàðèëà
ëîãàçó: ôàñîëþ ç ÿ÷ì³ííèìè êðóïàìè (¿¿, íà çàìîâëåííÿ
ïîêîë³ííÿ 70-õ, ÿ êîëèñü âàðèâ — ñïîäîáàëîñÿ). Ôàñîëÿ
áóëà â áîðù³, çóï³, â³íåãðåò³, ñóõà ç ÷àñíèêîì ³ îë³ºþ
(êðàùèé âàð³àíò), ó ïèð³æêàõ ³ ïèðîãàõ âåëèêèõ, ç
òóøêîâàíîþ êàïóñòîþ, ç â³äâàðåíèìè áóðÿêàìè, ç
êâàøåíèìè îã³ðêàìè. Ñëîâîì, çà ã³ðêèì íàðîäíèì
æàðòîì, «ïîëîâà ÷è âîâíà — ëèø áè êèøêà áóëà ïîâíà...»
³ — ôåíîìåí: ó ò³ ÷àñè õë³á óäîìà íå çàìèêàëè íà í³÷.
Ïî÷àëè öå ðîáèòè ó 90-õ ðîêàõ: ãîëîä îäíå, à ñîâ³ñòü —
ïîíàä óñå...

Ìèíóëîñÿ... Àëå, ÿê áà÷èòå, íå çàáóëîñÿ.
Ìèíåìîñÿ é ìè, ãð³øí³ «ä³òè â³éíè». Òà íå äàéìî
ìèíóòèñÿ ñïîãàäàì ïðî ò³ ñòðàøí³ ÷àñè. Çíàéä³ì ÷àñèíêó
êîæåí, àáè ñï³â÷óòëèâî âèñëóõàòè òèõ, õòî íå ïðîñòî
çíàº, à õòî öå ïåðåæèâ. Ïàì’ÿòàéìî â³÷íî ³ñòèííå: öå
ïîòð³áíî íå ìåðòâèì — öå ïîòð³áíî æèâèì.
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Donations 11/30/2008 - 02/20/2009

Donations
to the Museum in So. Bound Brook, NJ

$1,000.00 Self Reliance Credit Union, NY.
$300.00 St. Mary’s Protectress Sisterhood, So. Bound

Brook, NJ.
$250.00 A.L. Mirchuk.
$200.00 A.J. Leshko, St. Olga Sisterhood, Chicago, IL.
$160.00 T. Rozhin.
$100.00 St. Olga’s Sisterhood, NY, NY,

D.B. Wawryszczuk, Rev. A. Limonczenko,
M. Cehelsky, E. Cherewko.

$50.00 V. Gulch, T. Sydoriak, D. Rak, N. Ilnytzky,
V. Kuzmycz, A. Craig, I. Stratienko,
Dr. and Mrs. G. Damidowich.

$30.00 N. Cherniak.
$25.00 N.T. Kmeta, St. Mary’s Sisterhood,

Rochester, NY, A.I. Cherney,
M. Milanytch, M. Zadojany, K. Hucul,
G.E. Czumak, I. Korhum, N. Czeczulin.

$20.00 M. Panchenko, I. Bojko-Paar,
L. Shevchenko, L. Zura, T. Potienko,
Z. Lucenko.

$10.00 A. Olijnyk, H. Hawryluk, H. Stepanenko,
I. Yarosh, A. Zabijaka, V. Dejneka,
A. Mychaluk, V. Yermolenko.

Donations to the Museum in So. Bound
Brook, NJ in Memory of Evdokia Limonczenko

$500.00 V. Limonczenko.
$100.00 O.G. Krywolap, S. Suszczyk, M. Sankow,

W.V. Nikitich.

Donations to St. Sophia Seminary Fund

$100.00 H. Wyhinny.

Donations to the Family Kuzmycz and
Jaroslava Sydorak Scholarship Fund

$200.00 V. Kuzmycz.

Donations to the Patriarch Demytrij Fund
in Ukraine

$250.00 Lt. Col. S.P. Hallick, Jr.

Donations to UUOS Fund

Donations to the Scholarship Fund

$100.00 Rev. A. Limonczenko.
$50.00 K. Krywonos, H. Greenleaf, V. Kuzmycz.
$40.00 Lt. Col. S.P. Hallick, Jr.
$25.00 H. Prytula, M. Zadony, V. Presko,

A.I. Cherney, O. Antochy, St. Mary’s
Sisterhood, Rochester, NY, O. Radysh.

$20.00 M. Panczenko, I. Bojko-Paar,
L. Shevchenko, L. Zura.

$10.00 A. Olijnyk, V. Yermolenko, A. Zabijaka.

Donations
to the Ostrih Academy in Ukraine Fund

$25.00 Lt. Col. S.P. Hallick, Jr.

$500.00 V. Limonczenko.
$250.00 K. Kuzmycz.
$100.00 Rev. A. Limonczenko, D.B. Wawryszczuk,

St. Olga’s Sisterhood, NY,
A.J Cherney, V. Korsun.

$50.00 T. Sydoriak, A. Craig, M.S. Petrusha.
$25.00 St. Mary’s Sisterhood, Rochester, NY,

V. Presko, O. Antochy, M. Zadojay,
H. Prytula.

$20.00 I. Boyko-Paar, L. Zura, M. Panchenko,
L. Shevchenko.

$10.00 H. Hawryluk, H. Stepanenko,
T. Potienko, V. Dejneka, A. Zabijaka.

$5.00 V. Yermolenko.

$310.00 V. Limonczenko.
$100.00 Rev. A. Limonczenko, D.B. Wawryszcuk.
$50.00 A.I. Cherney, St. Ann’s Sisterhood,

Wilmington, DE, M. Koszman,
D.S. Bilobron.

$25.00 St. Mary’s Sisterhood, Rochester, NY,
V. Presko, O. Antochy,
Rev. G.O. Bazylevsky, M. Zadojany,
H. Prytula, I. Korhun, G.E. Czumak.

$20.00 A. Heretz, R. Doroshenko, I. Boyko-
Paar, L. Shevchenko, L. Zura.

$15.00 A. Mychaluk.
$10.00 A. Olijnyk, H. Stepanenko, I. Yarosh,

V. Dejneka, M. Hnojewa, A. Zabijaka.

Donations to the Charity Fund




