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He washed his hands of the whole
affair.  He could have listened to his conscience
that told him that this Jesus was an innocent
man.  He could have listened to his wife who
told him that she had a dream about this Jesus. 
But Pilate did not have the necessary courage
it takes to be a follower of Christ, a Christian.
He washed his hands of the whole affair and
will forever be remembered as the person who
let the Lord of Life be crucified.

The courage to be a Christian.  Judas didn’t have it either.  There
was great financial gain for him to give up Christ.  There was a position of
esteem among the Jewish leaders there for his taking.  To stay with Christ
would mean to join him in suffering.  He didn’t have the courage to be a
Christian.

Venerable Joseph of Arimethea was a wealthy man and a member
of the ruling Jewish body, the Sanhedrin.  He was willing to give up his status in
the community, he gave up his secrecy in following Christ, he gave up his burial
place for the Lord, he refused to give up Christ.

Holy Apostle Peter.  He denied Christ three times.  But he didn’t give
up.  He picked himself up from his failure and accepted all that the following
of our Lord demanded.  His life story has it that when Peter himself was about
to be crucified he protested that he wasn’t worthy to die the same way as the
Lord and was then crucified upside down.  It took a lifetime for this Apostle to
muster up the courage he needed, but he was able to follow Christ.

As we begin Great Lent this year, I call upon you to experience
this Holy season with courage.  We live in a world where many of our
leaders to not have the courage to be truthful.  We live in a world where a
higher value is placed on economic gain than on the courage to vote according
to convictions. We live in a world where many have lost the courage that is
necessary to follow our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

It takes tremendous courage to be the only people in the neighborhood
who treasure a moral lifestyle.  It takes tremendous courage to be the only
parents who are determined to protect their children from that which could
destroy them even though other parents let their kids go to that movie, play
that game, and close their eyes to their experiments that are unhealthy.  It
takes tremendous courage to be the only one at work who isn’t a flirt, who
doesn’t degrade his or her spouse with the other guys or gals, who doesn’t
stab co-workers in the back in order to advance, who is willing to take only
what an honest days work provides.  It takes a tremendous amount of courage
to refuse to get involved in a relationship that is immoral, even though friends
and neighbors say it is OK. It takes courage to challenge yourself, your spouse
and your children to make the effort necessary to participate in the liturgical
services of the Great Lenten season.

We are not being called today to accept physical death for the Lord,
as numerous martyrs and the saints through have done. But we are being
called to give witness to our Savior. Remember, the word “martyr” means
witness.  It takes a tremendous amount of courage to follow Christ. 

I begin this year at the foot of the Cross, praying for the
courage of the faithful of our Holy Ukrainian Orthodox Church of
the USA to be true Orthodox Christians.



Ïî âîë³ Áîæ³é ìè â³äñâÿòêóâàëè íåäàâíî Ð³çäâÿí³
ñâÿòà  ³ íàáëèæàºìîñÿ çíîâó äî ñâÿòà âñ³õ ñâÿò - Âîñêðåñ³ííÿ
Õðèñòîâîãî, ³ ùîá éîãî äîñòîéíî çóñòð³òè ñâÿòà Öåðêâà íàñ
ïðèãîòîâëÿº äî íüîãî Âåëèêîïîñíèì ïåð³îäîì, ÿêèé
â³äçíà÷àºòüñÿ îñîáëèâèìè áîãîñëóæ³ííÿìè, ÿê³ â³äáóâàþòüñÿ
ò³ëüêè â öåé ïåð³îä öåðêîâíîãî ðîêó ³ íå çâåðøóþòüñÿ â
³íøèé ÷àñ.

Âåñü äóõ âåëèêîïîñíèõ áîãîñëóæ³íü  ìàº  çà ìåòó
ïðèâåñòè íàñ  äî ùèðîãî  ïîêàÿííÿ, çì³íèòè íàì îáðàç
æèòòÿ ³ íàáëèçèòè äî Áîãà, â³ä ÿêîãî ìè â³ääàëèëèñÿ ÷åðåç
íàø³ íåìî÷³ òà ãð³õè ³ ìîæëèâî âæå íàøå ñåðöå îêàìåí³ëî,
ùî ìè íå ââàæàºìî ñåáå ãð³øíèêàìè, à æèâåìî ÿê âñ³
ëþäè ³ ìîæëèâî ïîð³âíþþ÷è ñåáå ç íèìè ââàæàºìî, ùî
íàøå æèòòÿ âæå íå òàêå ïîãàíå ³ íåìàº ÷îìó  õâèëþâàòèñü.
Çäàºòüñÿ çîâí³øíüî âñå äîáðå âèãëÿäàº, à âíóòð³øíüî ìè
çàãëóøóºìî íàøó  ñîâ³ñòü - ãîëîñ Áîæèé â íàñ.

×àñ Âåëèêîãî Ïîñòó - öå º ÷àñ çàäóìàòèñÿ ÿê ìè
æèâåì  ³ äëÿ ÷îãî,  Ñâÿòà Öåðêâà íàãàäóº íàì,  ùî º ÷àñ
íå ò³ëüêè óòðèìàííÿ â³ä ïåâíèõ âèä³â õàð÷óâàííÿ, à ÷àñ
âçàºìîïðîùåííÿ, ìîëèòîâ, ä³ë ìèëîñåðäÿ ³  äóõîâíîãî
âäîñêîíàëåííÿ.

Íàø Ãîñïîäü ²ñóñ Õðèñòîñ ïåðåä âèõîäîì íà
ïóáë³÷íó ïðîïîâ³äü ãîòóâàâ ñåáå äî íå¿ ïîñòîì ³ ìîëèòâîþ
â ïóñòèí³ ³ áóâ âèïðîáîâóâàíèé äèÿâîëîì ³  ïîêàçàâ íàì
ïðèêëàä äëÿ íàñë³äóâàííÿ.

Éòè çà Õðèñòîì, æèòè ïî õðèñòèÿíñüêè - öå çíà÷èòü
óïîä³áíþâàòèñü Õðèñòîâ³. Ãîñïîäü ãîâîðèòü äî íàñ: «Äå ÿ,
òàì ñëóãà ì³é áóäå». Ìè ïîâèíí³ ïàì’ÿòàòè ùî  â ÷àñ
Âåëèêîãî Ïîñòó ìè º ðàçîì ç Õðèñòîì ï³ä ÷àñ Éîãî còðàñòå,
ï³ä ÷àñ Éîãî õðåñíî¿ äîðîãè. Ñâÿò³ Îòö³ â÷àòü, ùî ï³ñò ³
ìîëèòâà - öå º äâà êðèëà , ÿê³ ï³äíîñÿòü íàñ äî Áîãà.

×àñ Âåëèêîãî Ïîñòó º ÷àñ ï³äíåñòè íàø³ ñåðöÿ äî
Áîãà, ïîäÿêóâàòè Áîãó çà Éîãî  äîáðîä³éñòâà,  ïîïðîñèòè
ïðîùåííÿ â Áîãà çà íàø³ ãð³õè ³ ÿê áè ìè íå ïðîæèëè ñâîº
æèòòÿ  ãð³øíî ³ áåçö³ëüíî, ìè ïîâèíí³ ïàì’ÿòàòè, ùî Áîã
í³êîëè íå â³äâåðíåòüñÿ â³ä íàñ , Â³í º öèì ëþáëÿ÷èì áàòüêî,
ÿêèé âèõîäèòü ³ ÷åêàº íà äîðîç³ Ñâîãî áëóäíîãî ñèíà ÷è

äî÷êó, ùîá ïðèéíÿòè â ñâî¿ áàòüê³âñüê³ îá³éìè ÿê ð³äíó äèòèíó.
Òîæ â ÷àñ  Âåëèêîãî Ïîñòó çíàéäiìî ÷àñ ³ äîðîãó äî

äîìó íàøîãî Îòöÿ Íåáåñíîãî - äî Ñâÿòî¿ Öåðêâè , Â³í íàñ
÷åêàº â Ñâÿòèõ Òà¿íñòâàõ Ñïîâ³ä³ ³ Ïðè÷àñòÿ, ùîá  íàñ ïðîñòèòè
³ ùîá ìîãëè  äîñòîéíî íàçâàòè Áîãà íàøèì Îòöåì. Íå á³éìîñÿ
êàÿòèñÿ â ñâî¿õ ãð³õàõ, íàø  Áîã º ëþáîâ, á³éìîñÿ á³ëüøå
ãð³øèòè, à ÿê ãð³øèìî íå âïàäàéìî â â³ä÷àé , áî ëþäñüêå öå
ãð³øèòè, à äèÿâîëüñüêå – íå êàÿòèñü.

Ìè ïîâèíí³ â³ðèòè, ùî çà íàøîþ æèòòºâîþ Ãîëãîôîþ,
íàñ ÷åêàº Âîñêðåñ³ííÿ.

Íåõàé öåé Âåëèêèé Ï³ñò ñòàíå ÷àñîì íàøîãî
äóõîâíîãî óäîñêîíàëåííÿ, íåõàé Âñåìèëîñòèâèé Ãîñïîäü
äàðóº Ñâî¿ âåëèê³ ëàñêè ³ ùåäðîòè íàøîìó  áàãàòî-
ñòðàæäàëüíîìó óêðà¿íñüêîìó íàðîäó â Óêðà¿í³ ³ â ðîçñ³ÿíí³, ³
âñ³õ íàñ îñ³ÿº ñâ³òëî Éîãî Ñâÿòîãî Âîñêðåñ³ííÿ.

Ç âñåîáí³ìàþ÷îþ ëþáîâ’þ, à îäíî÷àñíî ³ ùèð³
ìîëèòîâíèêè çà êîæíîãî ç Âàñ,

+ Êîíñòàíòèí
Ìèòðîïîëèò Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â ÑØÀ

³ â ä³àñïîð³
+ Þð³é

Ìèòðîïîëèò Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â Êàíàä³
+ Àíòîí³é

Àðõèºïèñêîï Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â ÑØÀ
+ ²îàí

Àðõèºïèñêîï Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â ä³àñïîð³
+ ªðåì³ÿ

Àðõèºïèñêîï Ï³âäåííî-Àìåðèêàíñüêî¿ ªïàðõ³¿ Óêðà¿íñüêî¿
Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè

+ ²ëàð³îí
ªïèñêîï Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â Êàíàä³

+ Àíäð³é
ªïèñêîï Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â Êàíàä³

+ Äàíè¿ë
ªïèñêîï Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â ÑØÀ
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Óëþáëåí³ ó Ãîñïîä³ Ñâÿùåííîñëóæèòåë³!    Äîðîã³ áðàòòÿ ³ ñåñòðè â Óêðà¿í³ òà ïîçà ¿¿ ìåæàìè!

Ukrainian Orthodox Word   3Year LÕ²  Issue III-IV, March-April, 2011



THE GREAT-LENT EPISTLETHE GREAT-LENT EPISTLETHE GREAT-LENT EPISTLETHE GREAT-LENT EPISTLETHE GREAT-LENT EPISTLE
OF THE PERMANENT CONFERENCE OFOF THE PERMANENT CONFERENCE OFOF THE PERMANENT CONFERENCE OFOF THE PERMANENT CONFERENCE OFOF THE PERMANENT CONFERENCE OF

UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX BISHOPS BEYONDUKRAINIAN ORTHODOX BISHOPS BEYONDUKRAINIAN ORTHODOX BISHOPS BEYONDUKRAINIAN ORTHODOX BISHOPS BEYONDUKRAINIAN ORTHODOX BISHOPS BEYOND
THE BORDERS OF UKRAINETHE BORDERS OF UKRAINETHE BORDERS OF UKRAINETHE BORDERS OF UKRAINETHE BORDERS OF UKRAINE

Beloved in the Lord, Reverend Clergy and Monastics, dear Brothers and Sisters in
Ukraine and beyond her borders!

By God’s will, we draw near, once again, to the Great Feast of all Feasts – the
Resurrection of Jesus Christ our Lord, our God and our Savior. In order to greet the feast
in a worthy fashion, the Holy Church leads us into the Great Fast, which is unique in its
liturgical services, celebrated only during this time of the ecclesiastical year, with one
goal: bringing us to sincere repentance, changing our life’s direction – drawing us nearer
to God rather than away from Him, because we have distanced ourselves from Him by
our weakness and sinfulness.

us that we will share in His Resurrection!  Our forefathers,
throughout the history of our beloved Ukraine, comprehended
this and rather than deny the Resurrection power they gave
their very lives as proof of its Truth, under circumstances more
difficult than any of us alive today have ever experienced. May
we follow their example during this Great Fast and beyond.  May
this be a time for us to strive for spiritual perfection.  May this
be a time for us to recognize, as did our ancestors, God’s abundant
Grace and Bounty in our lives and the illumination of our souls by
the radiant Light that shines forth from the empty tomb following
His Holy Resurrection!

The ultimate responsibility for our salvation lies within
each of us as individuals, dearly beloved.  Our prayer during this
holy fasting season will be that we all come to the realization of
this truth, that we finally abandon the hope that “someone else”
will do what is necessary for that salvation and that we will fully
embrace that responsibility!  Christ did what was necessary!  Ours
is to respond to His Love.

With an abiding love for each of you, we remain the
intercessors for your souls,

+Constantine
Metropolitan of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA

and the Diaspora
+Yurij

Metropolitan of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada
+Antony

Archbishop of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA
+Ioan

Archbishop of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church in the Diaspora
+Jeremiah

Archbishop of the South American Eparchy of the UOC
+Ilarion

Bishop of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada
+Andriy

Bishop of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada
+Daniel

Bishop of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA

Our hearts have hardened and we fail to acknowledge
that sinfulness.  Rather than compare ourselves with the
standards Christ has set for His followers, we compare
ourselves to other people, concluding that our life is “not so
bad” and that there is no reason for worry.  Externally,
everything appears to be in order about us, because internally
we have silenced the voice of God.

The Great Fast is the time to contemplate how we
are living our lives – the reasons we act the way we do.  The
Holy Church reminds us that the Fast is not simply a time to
abstain from food, but, a time of forgiveness, prayer, acts of
charity and searching for the way of perfecting ourselves
spiritually, a time to search for new reasons for our lives, our
deeds and our words.

Our Lord, Jesus Christ, prior to His public ministry,
prepared through fasting and prayer in the desert, where He
was tempted by Satan himself – an example for us to follow.
To live the Christian lifestyle, means precisely to imitate Christ,
Who says to us, “Where I am, there shall my servant be.” We
must be with Christ – during His Passions, during His walk
with the Cross, during His Crucifixion and finally at His
Resurrection. The Holy Fathers teach that fasting and prayer
are the two “wings” upon which we are lifted up to God.

The time of the Great Fast is a time to offer-up our
hearts to God, thanking Him for His loving kindness and begging
His forgiveness of our sins, regardless of the depth to which
we descend in our sinfulness and the futility of our lives. We
must never forget that God will not turn away from us.  He
is the loving Father who rushes forth to greet the return of
prodigal sons and daughters, to embrace them once again as
His own beloved children. He is abundantly present to us in
the Holy Mysteries of Penance and the Eucharist, forgiving
our sins and abiding within us, that we may worthily call Him
“Father”. Let us not fear sorrow and contrition for our sins,
for it leads to repentance, through which we discover that
our God truly is LOVE. Do let us fear, however, our continued
sinfulness and our willingness to succumb to complacency –
“every human being sins” - remaining unrepentant, for this is
from Satan himself.

We must have faith that beyond the Golgothas of
our daily lives –resurrection awaits – for our Lord promises
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During the Great Fast readings
from the Old Testament Books of
Genesis, Proverbs and the Prophecy
of Isaiah are prescribed for each week
day. You may see these on your
parish calendars or noticed them when
attending a week day Presanctified or
Lenten Vespers service. This is a
practice which dates back to the Fifth
and Sixth Centuries. Though there is
not enough data yet to determine
exactly when these readings became
fixed on the calendar, the origin of this
practice is the Catechumenate.
Catechumens were those who were
preparing to become members of the
Church through the Mystery of Holy
Baptism. This was a process that took
a significant period of time, sometimes
years.

There was no catechumenate in
the Apostolic Church. Believers were
baptized soon after professing their
faith in Jesus Christ as the Son of God.
The Church first established the
catechumenate in the age of persecu-
tion. The danger of falling away or even
of betrayal of the Church was guarded
against by careful doctrinal, spiritual
and moral training. When someone
was moved to embrace the true faith,
he was not immediately admitted.
Rather, at first he was treated as an
inquirer and only the fundamental
doctrines were communicated to him.
As soon as he had given proof of his
knowledge and fitness he was
admitted to the catechumenate
proper, and was further instructed.
After some years spent in this stage
he was promoted to the ranks of the
Competentes, i.e., those who were
ready for baptism.

When they were prepared to take
on the yoke of Christ, and more
importantly, when their spiritual
fathers decided that they were worthy,
the Competentes entered into this final
phase of preparation. They were
required to attend every service offered
in the cathedral church every day of the
Great Fast. It was at these services

that these three very important books
of the Old Testament were read and
taught. At each service, a prayer of
exorcism was prayed over them and
they were dismissed.  At the service of
the 6th Hour (prayed at noon), they
studied a particular section of the
Prophecies of the Prophet Isaiah.  At
Vespers (evening service), they

studied pas-
sages from the
Book of Genesis
(which means
Beginnings) and
Proverbs, the
crown of the He-
brew Wisdom lit-
erature. During
Great (Holy)

Week, they moved on to the
Prophecies of Jeremiah at the 6th
Hour, and the Books of Exodus and
Job during Vespers.  The culmination
of this preparation was their Baptism
at the Vespers and Liturgy of St. Basil
the Great on Holy Saturday evening.
The Orthodox Church still prays this
Liturgy each year, usually on Great
Saturday morning because Resurrec-
tion Matins has replaced it as the vigil
service for Pascha.

These Competentes were in-
structed and required to be thoroughly
knowledgeable about the contents of
these Books of the Holy Bible. The
Book of Genesis was important
because it deals with the origins or
beginnings. The Greek Word Genesis
means origin or beginning. It describes
the beginning of salvation history and
the fullness of Israel’s election, an
election that passed to Christians
because “The very stone which the
builders rejected has become the
head of the corner; this was the Lord’s
doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes”
(Mt. 21:42).

The Book of Proverbs is the
cornerstone of the wisdom literature of
the Old Testament. Its purpose is to
teach wisdom and its guiding principle
is that the “fear of the Lord is the
beginning of wisdom (or knowledge)”

(Proverbs 1:7 & 9:10). It covers a wide
range of human and divine activities.
Additionally, many allusions are made
to Jesus Christ Who is Wisdom or
Logic Incarnate. The preeminence of
this idea is reflected in the fact that the
greatest of all Orthodox cathedrals
was dedicated to Holy Wisdom.

The Prophecy of Isaiah contains
more messianic oracles which were
fulfilled in the Person of Jesus Christ
than any other. The Virgin giving birth
to Emmanuel and the Suffering
Servant of the Lord are the two most
notable. The manner in which Jesus
Christ was the fulfillment of the
prophecies was the major emphasis.
Indeed, all the books of the Old
Testament were approached with the
predisposition that Jesus Christ is the
fulfillment of the Law and the prophets
(Mt. 5:17).

During Great and Holy Week
readings are prescribed from Exodus,
Job and the Prophecy of Jere-miah.
Once again, a book which continues
the history of the original Chosen
People, The Wisdom literature of Job
dealing with the question of human
suffering and Divine Providence, and
the prophecies which contain some of
the most sublime teaching of Old
Testament theology. Though the
discipline developed for catechumens
is no longer practiced by the Church,
the readings which they read are still
prescribed. All Orthodox Christians
should take the opportunity the holy
season of the Great Fast to come to a
greater knowledge of these Old
Testament Books of the Holy Bible. It
is a laudable and worthwhile spiritual
practice to take as many of these
readings as you can during the Great
Fast for the Holy Scriptures are an ever
and overflowing wellspring from which
Orthodox Christians should drink.
How many baptized Orthodox Chris-
tians today have even a fraction of the
knowledge about the Old Testament
which was required of the Competentes
before they were allowed to be
baptized?

TRADITIONTRADITIONTRADITIONTRADITIONTRADITION:::::Old Testament Lenten Readings by V. Rev. Dennis Kristof
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The fruitfulness of our fasting depends on our mind and
on our heart. Without the spirit of fasting, our external
asceticism is barren soil. If we fast for the wrong reasons or in
the wrong spirit, it can leave us worse off. However, when
quickened by the right spirit, this soil yields a rich harvest.
Let us consider four aspects of the spirit of fasting. The chief
of these is understanding the goal, and constantly intending
and concentrating on that goal. The second is understanding
the spiritual sickness of which we hope to be cured. The third
is vigilant guarding of the heart against the traps that menace
the faster. The sinful self resists its death, and does its
utmost to corrupt our fasting, in order to make our last state
worse than our first. The fourth and final aspect is an applied
understanding of how the practice of fasting is part of a larger
plan, and how it cooperates with other practices, most notably
with feasting, its complement.

The Goal of Fasting

The goal of fasting is simple. We fast so that we may
better love, know, reveal, and enjoy God. We yearn, or at least
intend, to do all of these things fully, but we also fall short. We
fast to fulfill this intention. We fast to affirm God. Our
affirmation of God is not yet that perfect “yes” we desire it to be.
But fasting is a sapling “yes” striving for fruition. We must
always bear in mind this affirmation at the heart of fasting, lest
we be seduced by the widespread caricature of Christianity
as a religion of “no,” of negation and negativity practiced by
sullen enemies of joy. Admittedly, there is negation in the
practice of fasting. But this negation serves the affirmation of
God, the greatest good and the fountain of all joy. Moreover, as
we shall see, the ascetic denial of created goods is
complemented in Orthodoxy by their affirmation in feasting.

The affirmation at the heart of fasting is not a secret that
emerges only when all fasting is over. Rather, it permeates
the whole range of the activities of fasting. St. Paul writes,
“Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things
are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure,
whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report,
if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy—
meditate on these things” (Philippians 4:8). This teaching is
one of the great spiritual laws. It bids us focus on God and on
positive qualities like beauty and goodness, which manifest
Him. The basis of this law is that everyone tends to become
whatever he habitually thinks on. We imitate that on which we
meditate. The subject of our attention draws us into itself.

It is crucial that even in fasting our focus be on the
perfect good at which we aim, and not on the evils and partial
goods that we deny. If our attention is fixed on the things that
we deny, then our fast is in vain. Those evils and finite goods
can steal our heart even as we renounce them, and mold our
minds into images of themselves. We must also not focus on
the act of denial with all its strain and hardship, for that focus

would assimilate us into gloomy negation. As much as
possible, the conscious affirmation of God as the goal must
inform our fasting, so that we may realize the image of God in
ourselves.

We need affirmation in fasting because we cannot live
without joy. Jesus bade us to anoint our heads when we fast.
Surely He didn’t intend for us to only seem to be happy. He
meant for us to actually be happy, to be anointed with joy. If we
do not find this joy of fasting, we may seek substitutions or
compensations. We certainly will seek joy when we have
none. This striving for lost joy can dangerously pervert the
power of fasting. At its worst, this perversion is a demonic
delight in our supposed power, which we try to express by
fasting. This demonic delight is the seven more deadly spirits
who replace the less malign demon of intemperance, when
the house of the soul is swept clean by fasting but left empty of
joy. We must abstain from proud delight in our fasting. But if
we hang on doggedly to our regimen, and the only perceptible
result of our abstaining is that we suffer, then we will have still
not progressed towards our goal. Our suffering by itself
cannot attach us to the dispenser of joy.

“But what if my fasting is not joyful? Asking me to enjoy
my fast is absurd, since I can’t in my present state enjoy God
by a simple act of the will. And if I could, then perhaps I would
not need to fast at all.” I hear this questioning voice in myself,
and the Scripture answers with the word “hope.” Hope is the
joyful expectation of the promises of God. We can experience
this joyful expectation anywhere, including while we fast and
store up treasure for ourselves in heaven. This is not to say
that when we fast we earn salvation. But by fasting we do
contribute to it, and are thereby well placed to hope. If we
believe in the promises of God, and in our God-given power to
work out our salvation with God, then we can experience joy
as we cooperate with Him. To the degree that we believe, and
work, we will experience the joy of hope. We should also
remember that there are other sources of joy in fasting. There
is the peace that one feels when his passions and desires
are quieted. And there is also the humble delight in the
acquisition of new freedom.

The Spiritual Disease Which Fasting Helps Cure

Now that we see that fasting is primarily affirmative, we
may turn to its negative aspect. The purpose of its denials is to
free us from our bondage to finite things, which detract from
our love of God. The Fathers called this freedom apatheia,
which may be translated as “detachment.” This detachment
is the immediate goal of fasting. Through detachment, with
the clutter cleared, we can find deeper connection to God.
From what do we free ourselves? From what do we detach? In
essence, we free ourselves from qualities of the soul that
have become harmful. The following way of categorizing the
things from which fasting can free us is just one among many
possible ways.

(1) Inordinate desire for finite, created things. We
desire earthly goods as if they were God, as if they were the
source of our best happiness. We must stop desiring them
thus, and desire them for what they are, and only to the degree
that is compatible with seeking first the Kingdom of God.

(2) Inordinate fear of finite, created things. We fear
earthly things as if they included the worst evils that could
happen to us. We must instead fear loss of God most, and
only then earthly evils, to the extent that such fear is

Fasting and Feasting:
Balanced Diets, Balanced Souls

This article originally appeared in AGAIN Magazine,
Vol. 28 No.1, Spring 2006.

By Richard McCombs
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compatible with religious fear.
(3) Definition of oneself primarily by relations to finite,

created things, or one’s place in the world. We tend to define
ourselves by our friends, families, jobs, abilities, and
accomplishments. Instead we must define ourselves first as
beings made in the image of God, intended to enjoy perfect
fellowship with Him, and second as beings with relations to
other creatures and created things.

(4) Delusion concerning one’s power over finite,
created things, and delight in this delusional power. We
tend to overrate our power and accomplishments, and to
forget that whatever power we have comes from God, and any
success from that God-given power. Moreover, we desire to
enjoy this delusional power. But we must learn to see
ourselves as powerful only in God, and not to desire to see
ourselves otherwise.

Guarding the Heart Against
the Subtle Enemies of Fasting

As we seek through fasting to free ourselves from these
vices, the vices fight back. Pride is an especially devious
opponent, and, this side of perfection, we cannot hope to be
free of delusions suggested by pride. We must, however, do
our best to know ourselves; for the path to perfection is partly
a study of the self and its tricks. Let us consider the role of self-
deception in the following snares.

(1) The denial of the value of finite things. It is a serious
error to hate created goods, or think that they are spiritually
worthless. Christianity always affirms that finite, relative
things have an important value. If this were not so, then there
could have been neither an Incarnation nor icons, and we
could not have been made in the image of God. Moreover,
since this devaluation is a deep error contrary to human
nature, we cannot sincerely believe it. It is a lie that we may tell
ourselves, a self-deception. And a lie to oneself always has
its cost, and can cause various illnesses in the soul. The root
of this lie may be simply ignorant overzealousness. But it may
represent an attempt to lighten the burden of fasting by a
simplistic extremism. It is harder to give up valuable goods
than worthless dross. And so we lie to ourselves to prepare to
renounce what we really value. Or, having renounced some
good, we may bitterly resent its loss, and lie to cover up that
loss and its pain.

(2) Halfheartedness. Despite the relative value of
things, we must nonetheless be prepared to give them up
completely. We may have to lose the world to gain God. If we
live in constant anxiety that we will be called on to renounce
this or that forever, then we are halfhearted. If we fast merely to
get a little free of the world so as to enjoy it better, as a worldly
wise man might fast so as to enjoy his epicurean feast all the
more, then we are double-minded. If we attempt to bargain
with God, or to appease Him as if He were an indulgent
parent, or to trick Him as though He were an absent-minded
ruler, then we are lukewarm fasters. Let us beware of
deceiving ourselves with these shallow stratagems.

(3) Pride. Fasting is difficult. And pride is the most
obvious means of making fasting easier. If I make my
success in fasting a matter of pride, then I can surely improve
in abstention from bodily pleasures. But I will have cast out
one demon only to be beset by seven more deadly ones. For
the delight in my illusory power to prevail on my own in the
spiritual warfare is a far worse evil than the base addiction to

physical pleasure that it conquers.
Since this pride in our success in fasting can mask itself

as a legitimate delight in accomplishment, it proves to be a
formidable foe. Let us therefore distinguish three different
bases for delight in spiritual success, only some of which are
godly. The first basis for delight is pleasing God. If we
reasonably believe that what we are doing is pleasing to God,
then we may delight in this greatest of all approvals: Well
done, good and faithful servant. A second basis for delight is
impressing our fellows. If impressing our fellows gives us
pleasure because we reasonably esteem their ability to
evaluate us—as we should esteem our confessors—then
this pleasure is perhaps at least innocuous. But if we define
ourselves by this esteem, and not by our relation to God, and
if we seek this esteem so as to carve out for ourselves seats
of honor within the world or the Church, then our delight in
success has become prideful.

A final basis for delight in success in fasting despises
all other human opinion and basks alone, not in the approval
of God, but in self-congratulation, as if the demonically proud
self were God. Since this sort of pride does not make a
display for other people, and may even hide its feats, it can
easily be mistaken for humility, both by others and by the self-
deceived faster himself. One remedy to this self-deception is
to remember that we fast precisely because of our weakness,
because we cannot make ourselves happy by our own efforts.
We have no sure hold on the goods of the world, and so look
elsewhere, to God, for succor. Hence, to turn success in
fasting into a reason for boasting is comically to misread the
sign of our utter weakness. One must laugh at this absurdity
in oneself, for such laughter is a strong aid in putting down the
stealthy insurrection of pride.

(4) Resentment, which we may understand as
aggravated pride. You may be familiar with the following sort
of resentment. A man who is not helped in good time, and as
he wishes, may eventually reach a perverse frame of mind in
which he will decline what seems to him a late offer of
assistance. He feels injured, he thinks he has been denied
help that was due to him. And he wishes to punish, with the
sight of his avoidable suffering, the man who tardily offers
help. Indeed, the resentful man wishes to prove his
superiority to the tardy helper by his continuing and self-
afflicted suffering, by his willingness to suffer in the cause of
justice. The man at the pool, who surprisingly would not
answer Jesus that he wished to be healed, was perhaps on
the road to this sort of resentment. For a man may also resent
God for the evil in the world, and God’s apparent indifference
to it. Let us beware of wishing, with Ivan in The Brothers
Karamazov, to “return our ticket.”

The ways in which self-deception can pervert fasting
can seem to rob the spiritual life of all peace and joy. Here is
where we must recall the greater law of fasting, that our main
focus is to be on God, our goal. This focus itself will protect us
from deception, and reveal us to ourselves, so great is the
power of the knowledge of God. But we must also reserve
regular times for self-examination aided and enlightened by
spiritual reading. Moreover, we need spiritual counselors or
confessors, who can help us to see ourselves as we are.

Richard McCombs lives in Santa Fe, New Mexico with his
wife, Acacia, and their two children, Ava and John, where they attend
Holy Trinity Orthodox Church. Richard holds a Ph.D. in philosophy
from Fordham University. Previously a teacher at Rose Hill College,
he currently teaches at Santa Fe’s St. John’s College.
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As I was working on
this issue, it
reminded me of

the challenges Great
Lent once posed to me
as the parent of young
children. The first thing I
had to figure out was how
we were going to handle
fasting. I realized early on
that expecting very young
children to follow a strict
fast, no meat or dairy,
was not realistic, espe-
cially if not all meals were
going to be eaten at

home. I also knew that even expecting 40 days of no meat
would be a little much. Packed peanut butter and jelly
sandwiches every day would became boring pretty early,
while aromatic tuna sandwiches, as much as my kids liked
them, were not the most favorite for other kids at their lunch
tables. However, not fasting at all was not going to be an
option either. There had to be a compromise.

I decided to start out by serving less meat. Since
Wednesdays and Fridays were meatless the year round, I
added Monday as an extra meatless day. As they grew,
and especially after they made their first confessions, I
expanded the fast to mean all weekdays were meat free.
Eventually by the time they were nine or ten, they chose on
their own to go the entire Lenten period without meat. With
success on that front, they chose again on their own to
eliminate dairy products as well. (Although I still have one
child who has not followed a strict fast for all of Lent.)
Allowing them to have a role in the process made a
difference.

However, it was still a struggle to get them to
understand the purpose behind the fasting. Lent was
getting too food centered and was not supposed to be a time
to dread dietary changes. I had to find a way to get them
more connected to the deeper meaning of this preparatory
period. I remembered seeing once a worksheet of flowers
with simple tasks in the center of each. As the tasks were
completed, the flowers could be colored. I decided I would
take this idea one step further with more challenging
activities, and that I would require it of my church school
classes as well. It become knows as the Lenten Project,
and I’ve made or adapted new ones every year since. But
you do not have to be in a church school class to do it. Any
parent can make it and tailor it to work in your home.

For my classes, I would pick a theme that matched
what was being studied in class, but a theme is not
necessary to the project. The most important element is the
tasks you want them to try. A list of task ideas are listed
later. Once you start thinking about them, you will be
surprised at how many tasks you can come up with on your
own. Parents have told me that they really appreciate this
list and look forward to getting it every year. Obviously, more

significant tasks can be expected of older children. For
them, I have suggested doing yard work, volunteering in the
community or at church, leading the prayers in your home,
etc. No matter the age, I have always included a space for
a child’s own choice. They sometimes have the best ideas!

But now that you have the tasks, what should you
do with them? The most simple thing is to just have a
checklist of them, and you can list tasks more than once.
Choose days that you want your child to try one of them,
and let him/her pick it the night before or early that morning.
If it’s completed that day, then it gets crossed off. If not, then
it can be tried another day. Young children enjoy stickers,
so maybe they can put a sticker on your calendar or on an
appropriate picture every time a task is completed. I was
lucky once to find fish stickers. Using four sheets of paper
taped together, I drew a rectangular fish tank and included
seaweed and then let them put the sticker fish in the tank.
It became a competition between my kids to see who would
have the most fish by Pascha.

 One year, I bought flower seeds and had a pot of
dirt ready for each child. With every completed task, a seed
got planted. It was fun watching the plants grow, too, and
reinforced the idea of “new life”. I’ve also made coupon
books out of the tasks which I then allowed them to
“redeem” for something we decided was appropriate to get
at the end of Lent. Easter baskets are a wonderful and built-
in reward system, too. I’ve even adapted an egg hunt on
Pascha to fit the number of successfully completed tasks.
Be creative. You know what works for your child. And you
do not necessarily have to have this ready to go on
Forgiveness Sunday. Even Great and Holy Week gets the
idea for it going. You’re effort will build and pay off in the end,
and, amazingly enough, for you too!

By Pani-Matka Barbara Kristof

Making Lent
Meaningful for
Children

- Say “please” and “thank you” to everyone.
- Pick up your toys and “stuff” without being asked.
- Do not argue and wait patiently.
- Do a kind act to surprise someone.
- Ask how you can help a teacher or parent.
- Clean your room.
- Go to the library and pick out books to read.
- Go to bed early and read a book.
- Do not play on your computer or video system.
- Do not listen to music all day.
- Make a card to cheer someone, or visit them.
- Help set and/or clear the table for a meal.
- Eat everything on your plate at every meal.
- Do not eat candy, sweets or dessert today.
- Pray before every meal, even at school, and at bedtime.
- Say the “Prayer of St. Ephraim” with your family.
- Say an extra prayer for someone who could use it.
- Read, or have someone read you, a Bible story.
- Attend a Lenten church service.
- Light a candle in church with your own money.
- Your choice: ______________________________

Here is a list of just some of the Lenten tasks I
have used for younger children through the years:
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The invitation is a privilege to feast
at the banquet table of the Lord; to enter
the Eschaton and to be consumed, while
at the same time, to consume Jesus Christ,
Our Savior!  Draw near - to the table in the
Kingdom. That Kingdom which we as
Orthodox Christians proclaim to be its
citizens.  The Kingdom which is to come,
and yet we affirm that God has already
endowed us with it!  Draw near, to that table
in the Kingdom.  It is the 8th day - The end
of time itself - the end, which paradoxically,
is the very beginning that is already gifted
to us by God while we are yet in the world,
but not of the world!  Our loyalty is to that
Kingdom. Our allegiance is to Him who
offered His life for our lives! Draw near to life - new life! Draw
near to Heaven and partake of the Divine. Draw near to consume
and be consumed of the Divine! But just a moment!  There
exist prerequisites. Do you hear?  In the fear of God! Faith!
Love!  Draw near!

In the fear of God? What’s this fear all about?  And
with faith?  Self-understood! - One in whom there does not
exist faith, therefore, how could one then have fear? God just
isn’t relevant!  And love, sweet love - how is that possible to
have without having a faith in God?  St. John exclaims, “God is
love”! Pure love! All love! Fear of God? I believe that it is the very
condition, the very core of the invitation!  Most of us would
probably like to slide past that “fear of God” and get on with
faith and love!  Let us deemphasize the “fear of God”. The New
Testament places fear in the background and brings to the
foreground the love of God!  Yet “fear” was part of the
proclamation of the early church!  As Christians grew in number
they lived as St. Paul tells us, “in the fear of God”!  In the Old
Testament, “fear of God” is most prominent as the consequence
of sin, as dread, as a terror to be annihilated into non-existence
and off to the “pit”!  “And Moses said unto the people: “Fear
not; for God is come to test you, come to prove to you that His
fear may be before your faces - that ye sin not”!  And again:
“But thou shall fear thy God: I am the Lord, your God”.  Fear as
dread - Fear as terror!

But the “fear of God” within the Divine Liturgy is the
awesome fear, the reverential regard, and the awe, and the
wonder that comes out of the recognition and submission to
the Divine! So great is the mystery that we are drawing near to
- that we are left without any other possible response which
would express what God is doing for us.  His body and blood -
awesome!  All that we have petitioned for, all that we have given
thanks for, all of our expressed “confession of faith” – all - was
leading us to this moment.  There we are! Behold, the Seraphim
and the Cherubim and even angels dare not look at his face”

Yet, there we are! Behold the bridegroom cometh
- and we are to consume and be consumed by
Him! The reality of God’s holiness, and we
respond in awe! We enter into the joy of our
Lord.

Our Eucharistic journey has brought us
into the dimension of the Kingdom - the 8th
day! All earthly cares have diminished; all time
has evaporated into timelessness.  Dare we
look at our watches? Dare question the
lengthiness, the “time” it has taken to arrive
into the Kingdom? What have we gone into the
desert to seek? Whence forth we came unto
the banquet table of the Lord? What shall we
do when we depart in peace? Find ways to kill
time itself?  But this is the 8th day - ”Oh taste

and see how sweet the Lord is”.  We are to witness that goodness,
and that sweetness, and that love to the world!  How many there
are that forget all about that goodness and joy! Do I exaggerate?
Look to great Lent and the Metanoia Journey.  How many new
faces do we see in our churches?  How many want to agonize
themselves with Christ! And then comes the death of death itself!
The joy of Pascha! Afterwards the church attendance thins-out!
They come to suffer with Christ, but come Easter and Ascension
- via Condios Xpuctoc, you are safe in heaven now!  This is not
the fear, nor the faith that is proclaimed and demanded?  “Faith in
God” - is the source of an assurance that completely expels
purely human fear.  Our Lord healed the sick and the suffering,
but almost always it was “Thy faith has made thee whole!”. “Thy
trust and confidence and commitment to the Lord - has made
thee whole! We live in a time which “In God we trust” - In God we
have “faith” is very abstract and objective!  We live in such times
that many misplace their faith in God. They go on wandering
through this earthly pilgrimage in deep hunger - but they know
not what they hunger for!  And so all novelties just to satiate
themselves - anything to “kill” time.  But the hunger begins all
over again! Man was created with a deep hunger for his Creator.
Man was created in the image of his Creator - and that image is
love, for love, with love, to love! But what is love? When you pose
the question, almost always you receive a response which would
be either a cause of, or a consequence from - love itself.  Rarely
the very essence of love! Is not love the totality of the lover in the
fullness of the Beloved?  And the two are one!  Draw near with
love, draw near to the Kingdom and receive the Body and the
Blood of Christ. The total selfless surrender of our being must be
with the wholeness of Christ! This is love - love divine. I am
consumed and I am consuming! This is exactly what is expected
of those who proclaim to be citizens of the Kingdom - of those
whose lives are in the 8th day! If, therefore - we approach in the
awesome fear of God - and confirmed faith - and love - total
surrender - all else will “naturally” follow!

Draw Near: “In the Fear of God, with Faith and Love Draw Near!”“In the Fear of God, with Faith and Love Draw Near!”“In the Fear of God, with Faith and Love Draw Near!”“In the Fear of God, with Faith and Love Draw Near!”“In the Fear of God, with Faith and Love Draw Near!”
Metropolitan Constantine



Êîæíà ëþäèíà º óí³êàëüíîþ ç³ ñâî¿ì íåïîâòîð-
íèì âíóòð³øí³ì ñâ³òîì, ³íäèâ³äóàëüíèìè çä³áíîñòÿìè ³
ïîêëèêàííÿìè. Òîìó êîæåí ³ç íàñ ìàº ñâîþ íåïîâòîðíó
ë³í³þ â æèòò³. Öå ÿñíî âèñâ³òëèâ âèäàòíèé óêðà¿íñüêèé
ô³ëî-ñîô Ãðèãîð³é Ñêîâîðîäà, êîëè ãîâîðèâ ïðî
“ñðîäíèé òðóä”. Íåïîâòîðíèìè º ³ ñòîñóíêè ëþäåé
ì³æ ñîáîþ òà êîæíî¿ ëþäèíè ç Áîãîì.

Îäí³ºþ ç ôîðì ñï³ëêóâàííÿ º ðîçìîâà äóø³ ç
Áîãîì – ìîëèòâà. Ñëîâî “ìîëèòâà” ñë³ä ðîçóì³òè â
á³ëüø øèðîêîìó çíà÷åíí³, - ÿê äîáðèé ÷èí, ÿêèé ºäíàº
íàñ ç Áîãîì, ìè çíàºìî çíàìåíèòå ãàñëî ”Ìîëèñü ³
ïðàöþé!” Äîáðèé â÷èíîê – öå òàêîæ ìîëèòâà, îñîá-
ëèâî, ÿêùî â³í ³äå ïîðÿä ç íåþ.

Âñ³ì ëþäÿì â³äâåäåíå íàëåæíå ì³ñöå ó æèòò³,
äå ïåðåä íèìè ïîñòàþòü çàâäàííÿ, ÿê³ ëèøå âîíè
ìîæóòü âèêîíàòè. Êîæíà ëþäèíà â³ä÷óâàº ïîêëèê
Áîæèé ó ñâîºìó ñåðö³. Ïîòð³áíî ëèøå ïðèñëóõàòèñü äî íüîãî.
Ñüîãîäí³ áàãàòî ëþäåé á³ëüøå ÷àñó â³äâîäÿòü ïðàö³ (á³çíåñó).
Äîö³ëüíèì áè áóëî âì³ëî ïîºäíóâàòè îäíå ç ³íøèì.
Ïî÷èíàþ÷è ñïðàâó, ïîïðîñèòè â Áîãà áëàãîñëîâåííÿ íà
äîáðèé ïî÷àòîê, à çàâåðøèâøè ¿¿, ÿê áè âîíà íàì íå
ñêëàëàñÿ, ïîäÿêóâàòè Áîãó çà óä³ëåíó ëàñêó. Ïàì’ÿòàþ÷è,
ùî “… íåõàé íå ìîÿ, à Òâîÿ âîëÿ áóäå, íå ÿê ÿ áàæàþ, à ÿê
Òè õî÷åø…” ²ñòèííèé õðèñòèÿíèí í³êîëè íå çàáóäå ïîìî-
ëèòèñü ïåðåä ïî÷àòêîì áóäü-ÿêî¿ ñïðàâè àáî õî÷à á
ïåðåõðåñòèòèñü ïåðåä ðîáîòîþ. Ìè ïîâèíí³ âñå ðîáèòè íà
ñëàâó Áîæó. Ïðèñëóõàéìîñü äî ñë³â ñâ. ²ãíàò³ÿ Ëîéîëè:
”Ïðàöþéòå òàê, í³áè âåñü óñï³õ âàøî¿ ïðàö³ çàëåæèòü ò³ëüêè
â³ä Áîãà, à â³ä âàñ íå çàëåæèòü í³÷îãî!”

Â ä³ÿëüíîñò³ áóäü-ÿêî¿ ëþäèíè ç’ÿâëÿþòüñÿ â³ëüí³
õâèëèíè, ÿê³ ðîçóìí³ ëþäè âì³þòü äîö³ëüíî âèêîðèñòîâóâà-
òè: âîíè çàïîâíþþòü ¿õ êîðîòåíüêèìè ìîëèòâàìè ïîäÿêè.

Ìè äÿêóºìî íàñàìïåðåä:”…Òâîðöåâ³, ùî íàñ ñòâîðèâ,
Ñèíîâ³ Áîæîìó, ùî íàñ âèêóïèâ ³ Äóõîâ³ Ñâÿòîìó, ùî íàñ îñâÿòèâ…”

Ìîëèòâîþ ìè âñòàíîâëþºìî çâ’ÿçîê ç íåáîì, ÿêèé,
íà æàëü, ñüîãîäí³ ïîðóøåíèé íà çåìë³ íàÿâí³ñòþ çëà, ÿêå
íàìàãàºòüñÿ ïðîíèêíóòè â ëþäèíó, ïðàãíó÷è çíèùèòè ¿¿.
Áåçïîñåðåäíüîþ ïðè÷èíîþ âõîäæåííÿ çëà ó ñâ³ò áóëà
ãîðä³ñòü ³ áóíò ïåðøèõ ëþäåé ïðîòè Òâîðöÿ. Ïëîäàìè öüîãî
áóíòó ñòàëè ñòðàæäàííÿ, âîðîæíå÷à, õâîðîáè. Ëþäèíà
âòðàòèëà ïðàâî íà â³÷íå æèòÿ é ïîïàëà ó âîëîä³ííÿ ñìåðò³.

Ìîðàëüíà êðèçà, ÿêà ñüîãîäí³ îõîïèëà ñâ³ò, íå
îáìèíóëà ³ Óêðà¿íè. Ñòð³ìêèé çð³ñò çëî÷èííîñò³, êîðóïö³¿
ï³äñèëþºòüñÿ âñåäîçâîëåí³ñòþ ³ íåðîçóì³ííÿì ïîíÿòòÿ
“äåìîêðàò³ÿ”. Öüîìó òàêîæ ñïðèÿº íèçüêèé äóõîâíèé ð³âåíü
ëþäèíè. Òîìó ³ ïîòðàïëÿº âîíà ï³ä ïîñò³éíó ñïîêóñó âëàäè,
ìàéíà, å´î¿çìó, âòðà÷àº ³ìóí³òåò ïðîòè çëà ÷åðåç íåâì³ííÿ
ïðîòîïòàòè ñîá³ õî÷à ìàëåíüêó ñòåæèíêó íà äîðîç³ ïðàâäè,
âàæêî çáåðåãòè ìîðàëüí³ çàñàäè, ÿê³ ðîáëÿòü ëþäèíó ñàìå
ëþäèíîþ.

Âàæê³ ðîêè êîìóí³ñòè÷íî¿ âëàäè çàëèøèëè íàì ó
ñïàäîê ðó¿íó äóø³ òà ñâ³òîãëÿäó, íàìàãàëèñü (³ ÿ äóìàþ â

ÿê³éñü ì³ð³ ¿ì öå âäàëîñÿ) çðîáèòè ç ëþäèíè “Òâîð³ííÿ
Áîæå”, “Öàðÿ Ïðèðîäè”, çàëèøàëè çà ñîáîþ øèðîê³ áîðîíè
áåçâ³äïîâ³äàëüíîñò³ ³ àìîðàëüíîñò³ ñóñïóëüñòâà.

Ïîëàñóâàâøè ïëîäîì âñåäîçâîëåíîñò³, ëþäè
â³äêèíóëè â³ä ñåáå õðèñòèÿíñüêó ìîðàëü, ÿêó Òâîðåöü çàêëàâ
ó íàñ…

Áîæà ìîðàëü – öå º çàêîí, à ÿêèì ïîâèíí³ æèòè
ëþäè, ùîá æîäíå çëî íå çìîãëî çàòüìàðèòè ¿õí³ äóø³.

Çâè÷àéíî, öå çäàºòüñÿ çàñòàð³ëèìè ïîãëÿäàìè íà
æèòòÿ. Ñàìå ó íàø ÷àñ ëþäè çíàþòü äóæå ìàëî ïðî äóõîâíå
æèòòÿ, ÿêå ïðèíîñèòü ñò³ëüêè áëàãîäàò³, ÿê äëÿ ëþäèíè,
òàê ³ äëÿ ñóñï³ëüñòâà. Äóõîâíå æèòòÿ – öå æèòòÿ ó Äóõîâ³
Ñâÿòîìó, ôóíäàìåíòîì ÿêîãî º ï³çíàòè Éîãî. Æîäíà ëþäèíà
íå ìîæå íàçâàòè ñåáå “äóõîâíîþ”, öå ³íø³ çàóâàæóþòü â
äóõîâí³é ëþäèí³ Ñëîâî Áîæå, àíàë³çóþ÷è â÷èíêè ìèëîñåð-
äÿ, ÿê³ ñïîíóêàþòü äî ëþáîâ³ Áîæî¿. Äóõîâíà ëþäèíà, ïî
ñóò³, âò³ëþº ðîçóì, áëèçüêèé äî Õðèñòà.

Àëå íàøà ìîëîäü íå øóêàº ñòåæêè, ùîá âèéòè íà
äîðîãó ïðàâäè. Òà é ñàìå ñóñï³ëüñòâî íå äàº òàêî¿
ìîæëèâîñò³ íàì. ×åðåç îáìàëü ðåë³ã³éíî¿ îñâ³òè â ìèðÿí, à
îñîáëèâî ìîëîä³, ÷åðåç íåäîñòàòí³ñòü êóëüòóðè, òàêîæ ÷åðåç
åêîíîì³÷íî-ïîë³òè÷í³ òðóäíîù³ âèíèêàº çíèùåííÿ
íàéäîñêîíàë³øèõ ìîðàëüíèõ ö³ííîñòåé ëþäèíè.

Òåïåð, êîëè â Óêðà¿í³ ðåë³ã³ÿ îòðèìàëà ñâîþ âîëþ,
º íàéá³ëüøà ìîæëèâ³ñòü âðÿòóâàòè êîæíó ëþäèíó â³ä
äóõîâíî¿ ðóéíàö³¿ ³ äå´ðàäàö³¿, à ÷åðåç íå¿ ³ ñóñï³ëüñòâî.

Ìè ïîâèíí³ ç æàäîáîþ ñòàâèòèñÿ äî çíàíü, ùîá
ï³äíåñòèñÿ äî àïîñòîëüñüêèõ çðàçê³â, ÿê³ íåñëè çåðíà ïðàâäè
ó ñâ³ò. Áî õòî ç ïðàâäîþ, òîé ç Áîãîì!

Â ÷àñ³ Âåëèêîãî ïîñòó ³ íàéâàæëèâ³øîãî õðèñòèÿí-
ñüêîãî ñâÿòà - Âîñêðåñ³ííÿ Õðèñòîâîãî ïðîñ³ìî:

- Çìèëóéñÿ, Áîæå, íàä íàìè, ñâ³òëîì ëèöÿ Òâîãî
îñÿé íàñ…ùîá ìè ï³çíàëè íà çåìë³ äîðîãó Òâîþ, ³ ì³æ
óñ³ìà íàðîäàìè ñïàñ³ííÿ Òâîº. Áî Òâîÿ º âëàäà ³ Òâîº º
öàðñòâî, ³ ñèëà, ³ ñëàâà, Îòöÿ ³ Ñèíà, ³ Ñâÿòîãî Äóõà, íèí³ ³
ïîâñÿê÷àñ, ³ íà â³êè â³÷í³. Àì³íü.

²ðèíà Êîâàëåâè÷,
Áàêàëàâð Áîãîñëîâ’ÿ òà ô³ëîñîô³¿
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Â ï³ñò ëþäèíà ïîêàçóº ñâîº çâîëåííÿ. ×åðåç ëþáî÷åñòÿ
âîíà ÷èíèòü ïîäâèã, àñêåçó, ³ Áîã ¿é äîïîìàãàº. Ïðîòå ÿêùî ëþäèíà
´âàëòóº ñåáå ³ êàæå: “Êóäè ïîä³òèñÿ? Îñü çíîâó ïðèéøëà ï’ÿòíèöÿ
– ³ òðåáà ïîñòèòè”, òî âîíà ñåáå ìó÷èòü. À îñü óâ³éøîâøè â
ðîçóì³ííÿ [ïîñòó] ³ çâåðøóþ÷è ï³ñò â³ä ëþáîâ³ äî Õðèñòà, âîíà
ðàä³òèìå. “Â öåé äåíü, – áóäå äóìàòè òàêà ëþäèíà, – Õðèñòîñ
áóâ ðîçï’ÿòèé. Éîìó íàâ³òü íå äàëè ïèòè âîäè – Éîãî íàïî¿ëè
îöòîì [Äèâ. Ìò. 27, 34; Ìê. 15, 36; Ëê. 23, 36 ³ ²í. 19, 29]. ² ÿ
ñüîãîäí³ ö³ëèé äåíü íå ïèòèìó âîäè”. ×èíÿ÷è òàê, ëþäèíà â³ä÷óº
â ñîá³ ðàä³ñòü á³ëüøó, àí³æ òîé, õòî ï’º íàéêðàù³ ïðîõîëîäí³ íàïî¿.
² çâåðíè óâàãó, áàãàòî ç ìèðñüêèõ ëþäåé íå ìîæóòü âèòðèìàòè
ï³ñò ó Âåëèêó ï’ÿòíèöþ. À îñü íà òðîòóàð³, íàâïðîòè ÿêîãîñü
ì³í³ñòåðñòâà, âîíè ìîæóòü ñèä³òè, îãîëîñèâøè ïðîòåñòíå
ãîëîäóâàííÿ – â³ä âïåðòîñò³, íàñòèðíîñò³, – ùîá ÷îãîñü äîñÿãòè.
Íà öå äèÿâîë ¿ì ñèëè äàº. Òå, ùî âîíè ðîáëÿòü, – öå ñàìîãóáñòâî.
À ³íø³, êîëè íàäõîäèòü Ïàñõà, ç ðàä³ñòþ ãîëîñíî ñï³âàþòü: “Õðèñòîñ
Âîñêðåñ”, äóìàþ÷è ïðè öüîìó ïðî òå, ÿê ¿ì çàðàç äîáðå áóäå
ïî¿ñòè. Òàê³ ëþäè ñõîæ³ íà þäå¿â, êîòð³ õîò³ëè çðîáèòè Õðèñòà
öàðåì çà òå, ùî Â³í íàãîäóâàâ ¿õ ó ïóñòåë³ [Äèâ. ²í. 6, 5-15].

À ïàì’ÿòàºòå, ùî êàæå ïðîðîê? “Ïðîêëÿòèé ðîáèòü ðîáîòó
Ãîñïîäíþ ç áàéäóæ³ñòþ” [ªðåì. 48, 10]. Îäíà ñïðàâà, ÿêùî â
ëþäèíè º äîáðà ïðèõèëüí³ñòü äî ïîñòó, àëå âîíà íå ìîæå ïîñòèòè,
òîìó ùî, ÿêùî íå ïî¿ñòü, òî â íå¿ áóäóòü òðåìò³òè íîãè, âîíà

- Ó ñâîºìó ïîìèñëè ö³ æ³íêè êàçàëè: “ßêáè ìè
ïîñòèëè ïî-ñïðàâæíüîìó, òî ïîâèíí³ áè áóëè í³÷îãî íå
¿ñòè äî Âåëèêî¿ Ñóáîòè”. Íó ãàðàçä, äóìàëè, ïîïîùó
õî÷ äî ñóáîòè ïåðøî¿ ñåäìèö³ – àäæå öÿ ñóáîòà íàñòàíå
ñêîðî. ×è, ìîæå, âîíè äóìàëè: “Õðèñòîñ ïîñòèâ ñîðîê
äí³â [Äèâ. Ìò. 4, 2 ³ Ëê. 4, 2]. Òî ùî, õ³áà ÿ íå ìîæó
ïîñòèòè ëèøå îäèí òèæäåíü?” À êð³ì òîãî, ö³ æ³íêè
âèð³çíÿëèñÿ ïðîñòîòîþ ³ òîìó ìîãëè âèòðèìàòè òàêèé
ï³ñò.

ßêùî ó ëþäèíè º ïðîñòîòà, ñìèðåíí³ñòü, òî âîíà
ïðèéìàº áëàãîäàòü Áîæó, ñìèðåííî ïîñòèòü ³ áîæå-
ñòâåííî õàð÷óºòüñÿ. Òîä³ âîíà âîëîä³º áîæåñòâåííîþ
ñèëîþ, ³ ï³ä ÷àñ òðèâàëèõ ïîñò³â ó íå¿ º âåëèêèé “çàïàñ
ì³öíîñò³”. Â Àâñòðàë³¿ îäèí þíàê ðîê³â äâàäöÿòè ñåìè
ä³éøîâ äî òîãî, ùî ì³ã í³÷îãî íå ¿ñòè ïðîòÿãîì äâàäöÿòè
âîñüìè äí³â. Äóõ³âíèê ïðèñëàâ éîãî äî ìåíå, ùîá â³í
ìåí³ ïðî öå ðîçïîâ³â. Öåé þíàê áóâ äóæå ïîáîæíèì ³
ìàâ ïîäâèæíèöüêèé äóõ. Â³í ñïîâ³äàâñÿ, õîäèâ äî
öåðêâè, ÷èòàâ ñâÿòîîòö³âñüê³ êíèãè, à íàéá³ëüøå –
Íîâèé Çàïîâ³ò.

Îäíîãî ðàçó, ÷èòàþ÷è â ªâàíãåë³¿ ïðî òå, ÿê
Õðèñòîñ ïîñòèâ ñîðîê äí³â, õëîïåöü ðîç÷óëèâñÿ ñåðöåì
³ ïîäóìàâ: “ßêùî Ãîñïîäü, áóäó÷è Áîãîì, à çà ëþäñüêîþ
ïðèðîäîþ – áåçãð³øíîþ Ëþäèíîþ, ïîñòèâ ñîðîê äí³â,
òî ùî æ òðåáà ðîáèòè ìåí³ – ëþäèí³ äóæå ãð³øí³é?”.
Òîìó â³í ïîïðîñèâ ó äóõ³âíèêà áëàãîñëîâåííÿ íà ï³ñò,
îäíàê ïðè öüîìó íàâ³òü íå ïîäóìàâ âèñëîâèòè
äóõ³âíèêîâ³ ñâ³é ïîìèñåë ïðî òå, ùî ïðîòÿãîì ñîðîêà
äí³â â³í õîò³â çîâñ³ì í³÷îãî íå ¿ñòè é íå ïèòè. Îòæå, â³í
ïî÷àâ ï³ñò ç ïîíåä³ëêà Ïåðøî¿ ñåäìèö³ Âåëèêîãî ïîñòó
³ äî Õðåñòîïîêëîííîãî òèæíÿ ïîñòèâ, íå áåðó÷è äî

Ïà¿ñ³é Ñâÿòîãîðåöü: “Ïðî ëþáî÷åñíèé ï³ñò”

ïî÷íå ïàäàòè ³ òàêå ³íøå. Òîáòî ¿¿ ñèëè, ¿¿ çäîðîâ’ÿ íå
ñïðèÿþòü òîìó, ùîá âîíà ïîñòèëà. ²íøà ð³÷ – ÿêùî
ëþäèíà íå ïîñòèòü, ìàþ÷è ñèëè. Äå òóò çíàéäåø äîáðó
ïðèõèëüí³ñòü? À îñü ðîçëàä, ñìóòîê ò³º¿ ëþäèíè, ÿêà
õî÷å, àëå íå ìîæå áîðîòèñü, ïåðåâåðøóº âåëèêèé
ïîäâèã, ³ ñàìà âîíà ìàº âèíàãîðîäó á³ëüøó, àí³æ òîé,
õòî ìàº ñèëè ³ ïîäâèçàºòüñÿ. Àäæå òîé, õòî ìàº ñèëè ³
ïîäâèçàºòüñÿ, â³ä÷óâàº ³ ïåâíå çàäîâîëåííÿ.

Ñüîãîäí³ ïðèõîäèëà îäíà íåùàñíà æ³íêà â³êîì
ðîê³â ï’ÿòäåñÿòè ï’ÿòè. Âîíà ïëàêàëà, áî íå ìîæå
ïîñòèòè. ×îëîâ³ê ç íåþ ðîçëó÷èâñÿ. Ó íå¿ áóëà îäíà
äèòèíà, ÿêà ïîòðàïèëà â àâàð³þ ³ çàãèíóëà, ³ âîíà
çàëèøèëàñÿ ñàìà. ¯¿ ìàòè òåæ ïîìåðëà, ³ â íå¿ íåì àí³
äàõó íàä ãîëîâîþ, àí³ øìàòêà õë³áà. Òî îäíà, òî ³íøà ç
¿¿ çíàéîìèõ áåðóòü öþ æ³íêó äî ñâîãî äîìó, ³ âîíà
ðîáèòü òàì áóäü-ÿêó ðîáîòó. “Ó ìåíå íà ñîâ³ñò³ ëåæèòü
âàæêèé òÿãàð, îò÷å, – ñêàçàëà ìåí³ íåùàñíà, – òîìó
ùî ÿ í³÷îãî íå ðîáëþ. ² íàéã³ðøå òå, ùî ÿ íå ìîæó
ïîñòèòè. ̄ ì òå, ùî ìåí³ äàþòü. ²íîä³, â ñåðåäó ³ ï’ÿòíèöþ,
äàþòü ï³ñíå, îäíàê ÷àñòî äàþòü ñêîðîìíå, ³ ÿ áóâàþ
çìóøåíà ¿ñòè ñêîðîìíå, òîìó ùî, ÿêùî ÿ íå ¿ì, âòðà÷àþ
ñèëè ³ íå ìîæó ñòîÿòè íà íîãàõ”. – “¯æ, – ñêàçàâ ÿ ¿é,
– îñê³ëüêè ó òåáå íåìàº ñèë”. Ëþäèíà ïîâèííà ïðî
ñåáå äáàòè. ßêùî âîíà áà÷èòü, ùî ñèë íå âèñòà÷àº, òî
õàé ç’¿ñòü á³ëüøå. “Âñòàíîâè ñîá³ ì³ðó”, – êàæå
ïðåïîäîáíèé Í³ë Ïîñòíèê.

- Ãåðîíäà, à ÿê â äàâíèíó äåÿê³ æ³íêè â ñåëàõ
í³÷îãî íå ¿ëè ç ÷èñòîãî ïîíåä³ëêà ³ äî ñóáîòè Ñâÿòîãî
Ôåîäîðà Òèðîíà? [Òîáòî óòðèìóâàëèñÿ â³ä ¿æ³ ³ âîäè
ï’ÿòü äí³â]. ßê ó íèõ âèñòà÷àëî ñèë íà òàêèé ï³ñò – ç
êóïîþ ñïðàâ, ç äîìîì, ä³òüìè, õóäîáîþ, ãîðîäàìè?
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ðîòà íàâ³òü âîäè. À â³í ïðàöþâàâ íà ôàáðèö³ ³ ðîáîòà
â íüîãî áóëà âàæêà – ñêëàäàòè ÿùèêè, ñòàâëÿ÷è ¿õ
îäèí íà îäíîãî.

Êîëè íàñòàâ äâàäöÿòü âîñüìèé äåíü ïîñòó, â³í
â³ä÷óâ ï³ä ÷àñ ðîáîòè íåâåëèêå çàïàìîðî÷åííÿ ³ òîìó
íà òðîõè ïðèñ³â. Ïîò³ì ïîïèâ ÷àþ ³ ç’¿â íåâåëèêèé ñóõàð.
Â³í ïîäóìàâ, ùî ÿêùî âïàäå ³ éîãî â³äâåçóòü â ë³êàðíþ,
òî òàì çðîçóì³þòü, ùî â³í âèáèâñÿ ç ñèë ÷åðåç ï³ñò, ³
ñêàæóòü: “Ïîäèâèñÿ, ö³ õðèñòèÿíè âìèðàþòü â³ä ïîñòó”.
– “Ãåðîíäà, – ñêàçàâ â³í ìåí³, – ïðîïîñòèâøè ñò³ëüêè
äí³â, ÿ â³ä÷óâàþ äî ¿æ³ â³äðàçó. Àëå ÿ çìóøóþ ñåáå
ùîñü ¿ñòè, áî ³íàêøå íå ìîæó ïðàöþâàòè”. Îäíàê öüîãî
þíàêà òóðáóâàâ ïîìèñåë ïðî òå, ùî â³í íå ñïîâíèâ
ñîðîêà äí³â ðîçïî÷àòîãî íèì ïîñòó, ³ â³í âèñëîâèâ öåé
ïîìèñåë äóõ³âíèêîâ³. Äóõ³âíèê ðîçâàæëèâî â³äïîâ³â: “²
òèõ äí³â, ùî òè ïîñòèâ, áóëî äîñòàòíüî, íå ìó÷ ñåáå
ïîìèñëàìè”. Ïîò³ì äóõ³âíèê ïðèñëàâ éîãî äî ìåíå,
ùîá, ÿêùî â íüîãî âñå æ çàëèøèâñÿ ìó÷èòåëüíèé
ïîìèñåë, ÿ äîïîì³ã éîìó ïðîãíàòè éîãî.

Áàæàþ÷è ïåðåêîíàòèñÿ â òîìó, ùî ñïîíóêàëüí³
ïðè÷èíè ìîëîäîãî ÷îëîâ³êà áóëè ÷èñò³, ÿ çàïèòàâ éîãî:
“Òè ùî, äàâ êëÿòâó ïîñòèòè ñîðîê äí³â?” – “Í³”, –
â³äïîâ³â â³í. “Êîëè òè áðàâ ó äóõ³âíèêà áëàãîñëîâåííÿ
íà ï³ñò, òî òè ïðîñòî íå ïîäóìàâ â³äêðèòè éîìó ñâ³é
ïîìèñåë ïðî òå, ùî õî÷åø í³÷îãî íå ¿ñòè ³ íå ïèòè
ñîðîê äí³â, ÷è æ òè ñâ³äîìî ïðèõîâàâ â³ä íüîãî öåé –
í³áèòî äîáðèé – ïîìèñåë, äëÿ òîãî ùîá ïðîïîñòèòè
ñîðîê äí³â ç âëàñíî¿ âîë³?” – Çàïèòàâ ÿ çíîâó. “Í³,
îò÷å”, – çíîâó â³äïîâ³â â³í. Òîä³ ÿ ñêàçàâ: “ß, çâ³ñíî, ³
ñàì ðîçóì³â òâ³é íàì³ð. Àëå ÿ çàïèòàâ òåáå ïðî öå äëÿ
òîãî, ùîá òè ñàì çðîçóì³â, ùî çà ò³ äí³, ÿê³ òè ïîñòèâ,
òè ìàòèìåø íåáåñíó âèíàãîðîäó. Öèõ äí³â áóëî
äîñòàòíüî. ² íå ìó÷ ñåáå äóìêàìè ïðî òå, ùî òè íå çì³ã
âèòðèìàòè ñîðîêàäåííèé ï³ñò. Îäíàê íàñòóïíîãî ðàçó
ðîçïîâ³äàé äóõ³âíèêîâ³ ³ ïðî ò³ äîáð³ ïîìèñëè, ÿê³ ó
òåáå º, ³ ïðî òå äîáðå, ùî òè õîâàºø ó ñåáå â ñåðö³. À
äóõ³âíèê áóäå âèð³øóâàòè, ÷è ïîòð³áíî òîá³ áðàòè íà
ñåáå ïîäâèã àáî ùîñü ïîä³áíå äî öüîãî”.

Öåé þíàê ìàâ áàãàòî ñìèðåííÿ çàâäÿêè òèì
ñìèðåííèì ïîìèñëàì, ÿê³ â³í â ñîá³ âèðîáëÿâ. ² öåé
ï³ñò â³í ï³äíÿâ ÷åðåç âåëèêå ëþáî÷åñòÿ, ðàäè Õðèñòà. ²
áóëî ïðèðîäí³ì, ùî Õðèñòîñ çì³öíèâ éîãî Ñâîºþ
Áîæåñòâåííîþ áëàãîäàòòþ. À îò ÿêùî ï³äíÿòè òàêèé
ïîñò çàõî÷å õòîñü, [õòî íå ìàº òàêîãî ñìèðåííÿ ³] õòî
åãî¿ñòè÷íî êàæå: “À ÷îìó ³ ÿ íå ìîæó çðîáèòè òå æ
ñàìå, ÿêùî öå çðîáèâ ³íøèé?” – òî â³í ïðîïîñòèòü
ëèøå äåíü-äâà ³ ï³ñëÿ öüîãî âïàäå. ² éîãî ðîçóì òàêîæ
çàòüìàðèòüñÿ, òîìó ùî éîãî ïîëèøèòü Áîæà Áëàãîäàòü.
Òàê³é ëþäèí³ ñòàíå øêîäà íàâ³òü çóñèëü, âèòðà÷åíèõ íà
òîé ï³ñò, ÿêèé âîíà ëåäü âèòðèìàëà. Âîíà ìîæå ä³éòè
íàâ³òü äî òîãî, ùî ñêàæå: “Íó ³ ùî äàâ ìåí³ öåé ï³ñò?”

Øëÿõîì ïîñòó ëþäèíà ïåðåòâîðþºòüñÿ íà àãíöÿ,
ÿãíÿ. ßêùî âîíà ïåðåòâîðþºòüñÿ íà çâ³ðà, öå îçíà÷àº
îäíå ç äâîõ: àáî òå, ùî âæèòà àñêåçà ïåðåâèùóº ñèëè
ëþäèíè, àáî òå, ùî âîíà çàéìàºòüñÿ íåþ â³ä åãî¿çìó ³
òîìó íå îòðèìóº áîæåñòâåííî¿ äîïîìîãè. Íàâ³òü äèêèõ
òâàðèí, çâ³ð³â ï³ñò ³íîä³ ïðèðó÷àº, ñìèðÿº. Ïîãëÿíü-íî,
êîëè òâàðèíè ãîëîäí³, âîíè íàáëèæàþòüñÿ äî ëþäèíè.
²íñòèíêòèâíî òâàðèíè ðîçóì³þòü, ùî â³ä ãîëîäó âîíè
ïîìðóòü, à íàáëèçèâøèñü äî ëþäèíè, ìîæóòü çíàéòè
¿æó ³ ëèøèòèñÿ æèâèìè. Îäíîãî ðàçó ìåí³ äîâåëîñÿ
áà÷èòè âîâêà, ÿêèé â³ä ãîëîäó çðîáèâñÿ ìîâ ÿãíÿ.
Âçèìêó, êîëè âèïàëî áàãàòî ñí³ãó, â³í ñïóñòèâñÿ ç ã³ð ³
çàéøîâ äî íàñ ó äâ³ð. Ìè ç áðàòîì âèéøëè ïîãîäóâàòè
õóäîáó, ³ ÿ òðèìàâ ó ðóêàõ ë³õòàðÿ. Ïîáà÷èâøè âîâêà,
áðàò ñõîïèâ óõâàò ³ ïî÷àâ éîãî áèòè. ² âîâê í³ÿê íà öå
íå ðåàãóâàâ.

ßêùî ëþäèíà íå ä³éäå äî òîãî, ùîá ðîáèòè
òå, ùî âîíà ðîáèòü â³ä ëþáîâ³ äî Áîãà ³ â³ä ëþáîâ³ äî
ñï³âáðàòà – ñâîãî áëèæíüîãî, òî âîíà âèòðà÷àº ñâî¿
ñèëè äàðåìíî. ßêùî âîíà ïîñòèòü ³ ìàº ãîðäèé ïîìèñåë
ïðî òå, ùî ðîáèòü ùîñü âàæëèâå, òî âåñü ¿¿ ï³ñò éäå
íàí³âåöü. Ïîò³ì òàêà ëþäèíà ðîáèòüñÿ ñõîæîþ íà
ä³ðÿâèé áàê, â ÿêîìó í³÷îãî íå òðèìàºòüñÿ. Ñïðîáóé
íàëèòè â ä³ðÿâèé áàê âîäè – ïîòðîõè âñÿ âîíà âèòå÷å.

Áîãà ìàé çà ïî÷àòîê ³ ê³íåöü áóäü-ÿêîãî ä³ëà. Íàìàãàéñÿ ðîçï³çíàâàòè âñ³ â÷èíêè äîáðî÷åñíèõ. Âàæêî
æèòè â á³äíîñò³, àëå ùå ã³ðøå ðîçáàãàò³òè íåïðàâåäíî. Ðîáëÿ÷è äîáðî, äóìàé, ùî ïðÿìóºø äî Áîãà. Ìèëîñò³
Áîæî¿ øóêàé äëÿ ñåáå ÷åðåç ìèë³ñòü äî áëèæí³õ.Âîëîä³é ò³ëîì ³ âïîêîðþé éîãî ÿêîìîãà êðàùå. Ñïèíÿé ãí³â,
ùîá íå âòðà÷àòè ðîçóì. Ñòðèìóé îêî, ³ ÿçèê õàé çíàº ì³ðó. Âóõà íåõàé áóäóòü çàìêíåí³ êëþ÷åì, ³ íå íàñîëîäæóéñÿ
ñì³õîì.

Ïîðàäè Ãðèãîðiÿ Áîãîñëîâà òèì, õòî ñïàñàºòüñÿ...

Ñâ³òèëüíèêîì âñüîãî ñâîãî æèòòÿ âèçíàâàé
ðîçóì. Äèâèñü, ùîá ÷åðåç âèäèì³ñòü íå ââ³éøëà â òåáå
ä³éñí³ñòü. Âñå ðîçóì³é, àëå ðîáè òå, ùî äîçâîëåíî
ðîáèòè.

Çíàé, ùî òè ñàì ïîäîðîæí³é, – ³ ïîâàæàé
ïîäîðîæí³õ. Ï³ä ÷àñ âäàëîãî ïëàâàííÿ íàéá³ëüøå
ïàì’ÿòàé ïðî áóðþ.

Ùî äàºòüñÿ â³ä Áîãà, ñë³ä ïðèéìàòè ç ïîäÿêîþ.
Êðàùå ïîêàðàííÿ â³ä ïðàâåäíîãî, àí³æ ÷åñòü

â³ä ïîðî÷íîãî.

Ïðè äâåðÿõ ó ìóäðèõ ïåðåáóâàé ïîâñÿê÷àñ, à
â áàãà÷³â íå ñò³é í³êîëè.

Äð³áíèö³ âàæëèâ³, ÿêùî òâîðÿòü âåëèêå. Ñïèíÿé
ñâîº íàõàáñòâî – ³ áóäåø âåëèêèì ìóäðåöåì.

Áåðåæè ñàì ñåáå, à ç ïàä³ííÿ ³íøèõ íå
íàñì³õàéñÿ. Íåäîáðå çáóäæóâàòè äî ñåáå çàçäð³ñòü,
àëå âåëèêà ãàíüáà – êîëè ñàì çàçäðèø.

Â æåðòâó Áîãîâ³ ïåðø çà âñå ³íøå ïðèíîñü äóøó.
Î, ÿêáè õòî äîòðèìóâàâñÿ âñüîãî öüîãî!

 Â³í ñïàñåòüñÿ.
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St. Thomas SundaySt. Thomas SundaySt. Thomas SundaySt. Thomas SundaySt. Thomas Sunday
                         Íåäiëÿ ñâ. ÔîìèÍåäiëÿ ñâ. ÔîìèÍåäiëÿ ñâ. ÔîìèÍåäiëÿ ñâ. ÔîìèÍåäiëÿ ñâ. Ôîìè

Come, and share in the light, grace and Gos-
pel of the risen Lord with others!

Bright Saturday: 30 April, 2011Bright Saturday: 30 April, 2011Bright Saturday: 30 April, 2011Bright Saturday: 30 April, 2011Bright Saturday: 30 April, 2011

10:00 AM Divine Liturgy in Saint Andrew Memorial
Church

6:00 PM Vespers and Confessions in Saint Andrew
Memorial Church

St. Thomas Sunday: 1 MaySt. Thomas Sunday: 1 MaySt. Thomas Sunday: 1 MaySt. Thomas Sunday: 1 MaySt. Thomas Sunday: 1 May, 2011, 2011, 2011, 2011, 2011

9:45 AM Eucharistic Liturgy.  Principle celebrant:
His Beatitude Metropolitan Constantine.  Concelebrants:
Archbishop Antony and Bishop Daniel and pastors of
local parish communities followed by:

11:30 AM A procession to the Cemetery’s Great
Memorial Cross for the celebration of a Panakhyda for
the repose of the souls of the departed servants of
God, His Holiness Patriarch Mstyslav,  His Beatitude
Metropolitan John and all departed hierarchs, clergy and
faithful of our Holy Ukrainian Orthodox Church of USA,
along with the victims of Stalin’s genocidal famine of
1932-33, the victims of the Chornobyl disaster, those
who sacrificed their lives for the freedom and independance
of Ukraine and the USA and the victims of the 11th
September 2001 terroristic attack upon America.

May the souls of our beloved
find rest and their memory be eternal!

YYYYYouth Activities outh Activities outh Activities outh Activities outh Activities at the Cultural Centerat the Cultural Centerat the Cultural Centerat the Cultural Centerat the Cultural Center:::::

3:00 PM Meet our spiritual fathers - Bishops during

an Ice Cream Social(all ages).

The Council of Bishops and Consistory of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of
the USA cordially invite all Christ-loving faithful, in particular our youth of all
ages to participate in this year’’’’’s SAINT THOMAS SUNDAY PILGRIMAGE.

ªïèñêîïàò òà Êîíñèñòîðiÿ Óêðà¢íñüêî¢ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¢ Öåðêâè â ÑØÀ
çàïðîøóþòü âñiõ Õðèñòîëþáèâèõ âiðíèõ, çîêðåìà íàøó ìîëîäü, âçÿòè

àêòèâíó ó÷àñòü â ÏÐÎÙI ÏÐÎÂIÄÍÎ¡ (ÔÎÌÈÍÎ¡) ÍÅÄIËI 2011 ðîêó.

Ïðèéä³òü ðîçä³ëèòè ñâ³òëî, ðàä³ñòü ³
áëàãîâ³ñòü ÂÎÑÊÐÅÑËÎÃÎ ÕÐÈÑÒÀ!

ÑâiòÑâiòÑâiòÑâiòÑâiòëà ñóáîòà: 30 êâiòíÿ 2011 ðîêëà ñóáîòà: 30 êâiòíÿ 2011 ðîêëà ñóáîòà: 30 êâiòíÿ 2011 ðîêëà ñóáîòà: 30 êâiòíÿ 2011 ðîêëà ñóáîòà: 30 êâiòíÿ 2011 ðîêóóóóó

10:00 ãîä. ðàíêó Ë³òóðã³ÿ â öåðêâ³-ïàì’ÿòíèêó
ñâ. Àíäð³ÿ.

6:00 ãîä. âå÷îðà Âå÷³ðíÿ ³ ñïîâ³äü â öåðêâ³-

ïàì’ÿòíèêó ñâ. Àíäð³ÿ.

Ôîìèíà Íåäiëÿ: 1 òðàâíÿ 2011 ðîÔîìèíà Íåäiëÿ: 1 òðàâíÿ 2011 ðîÔîìèíà Íåäiëÿ: 1 òðàâíÿ 2011 ðîÔîìèíà Íåäiëÿ: 1 òðàâíÿ 2011 ðîÔîìèíà Íåäiëÿ: 1 òðàâíÿ 2011 ðîêêêêêóóóóó

9:45 ãîä. ðàíêó  Áîæåñòâåííà Ë³òóðã³ÿ, î÷îëåíà Áëàæå-
íí³øèì Ìèòðîïîëèòîì Êîíñòàíòèíîì, Âèñîêîïðåîñâÿùå-
ííèì Àðõèºïèñêîïîì Àíòîí³ºì òà ªïèñêîïîì Äàíè¿ëîì
ó ñîñëóæåíí³ ì³ñöåâîãî  òà ïðè¿æäæîãî äóõîâåíñòâà.

11:30 ãîä. ðàíêó Ï³ñëÿ Ë³òóðã³¿ â³äáóäåòüñÿ ïîõ³ä
äî öåíòðàëüíîãî õðåñòà-ïàì’ÿòíèêà ³ Ïàíàõèäà çà
ñïîê³é äóø ñëóã Áîæèõ: ñâ. ï. Ïàòð³ÿðõà Ìñòèñëàâà,
Ìèòðîïîëèòà ²îàíà òà âñ³õ ñïî÷èëèõ ºïèñêîï³â,
ñâÿùåíèê³â ³ â³ðíèõ ÓÏÖåðêâè, à òàêîæ çà ñïîê³é äóø
æåðòâ ́ åíîöèäíîãî ãîëîäó 1932-33 ð.ð., ×îðíîáèëüñüêî¿
òðàãåä³¿; âñ³õ òèõ, ùî æèòòÿ ñâîº ïîêëàëè â áîðîòüá³
çà âîëþ é íåçàëåæí³ñòü Óêðà¿íè ³ ÑØÀ, çà æåðòâè
òåðîðèñòè÷íîãî íàïàäó íà ÑØÀ 11 âåðåñíÿ 2001 ð.

Íåõàé äóø³  íàøèõ óëþáëåíèõ ç³
ñâÿòèìè ñïî÷èâàþòü, à ïàì’ÿòü ïðî íèõ

áóäå ç ðîäó â ð³ä!

ÏîÏîÏîÏîÏîäi¢ äëÿ ìîäi¢ äëÿ ìîäi¢ äëÿ ìîäi¢ äëÿ ìîäi¢ äëÿ ìîëëëëëîîîîîäi â Óäi â Óäi â Óäi â Óäi â Óêêêêêðððððààààà¢íñüê¢íñüê¢íñüê¢íñüê¢íñüêîìó öåíòðiîìó öåíòðiîìó öåíòðiîìó öåíòðiîìó öåíòði

3:00 ãîä. ïîïîë.      Çóñòð³÷ ç íàøèìè îòöÿìè Âëàäè-

êàìè çà ìîðîçèâîì (â³ê ó÷àñíèê³â íå âèçíà÷åíî).
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²ºðàðõè, äóõîâåíñòâî òà â³ðí³ ³ç
Ñïîëó÷åíèõ Øòàò³â Àìåðèêè, Êàíàäè òà
Âåëèêîáðèòàí³¿ ïðèáóëè 22-ãî ñ³÷íÿ 2011
ðîêó äî Âàøèíãòîíó, ÄÑ, ùîá ïðèâ³òàòè
Éîãî Âèñîêîïðåîñâÿùåíñòâî, Àðõèºïèñ-
êîïà Àíòîí³ÿ, ïðàâëÿ÷îãî ³ºðàðõà Ñõ³äíî¿
ªïàðõ³¿ òà ãîëîâè Êîíñèñòîð³¿ Óêðà¿íñüêî¿
Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â ÑØÀ, â äåíü
ñâÿòêóâàííÿ éîãî 25-òèð³÷íîãî þâ³ëåþ ç
äíÿ éîãî âèñâÿ÷åííÿ ó ºïèñêîïà òà
äóøïàñòèðñüêîãî ñëóæ³ííÿ. Éîãî Áëàæåí-
ñòâî, Ìèòðîïîëèò Êîíñòàíòèí òà Éîãî
Ïðåîñâÿùåíñòâî, ºïèñêîï Äàíè¿ë ç ÓÏÖ
â ÑØÀ ðàçîì ³ç Éîãî Âèñîêîïðåîñâÿùåí-
ñòâîì, Ìèòðîïîëèòîì Þð³ºì òà Éîãî
Ïðåîñâÿùåíñòâîì, ºïèñêîïîì Àíäð³ºì ç
Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâî-ñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè Êàíàäè
äîëó÷èëèñÿ äî Àðõ³ºïèñêîïà Àíòîí³ÿ ïðè
ïðèñòîë³ Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Êàòå-
äðè ñâ. Àíäð³ÿ ó Ñ³ëâåð Ñïð³íã, ÌÄ äëÿ
ñâÿòêóâàííÿ íàéâàæëèâ³øî¿ ÷àñòèíè —
Ñâÿòî¿ ªâõàðèñò³¿.

Ïðîòî³ºðåé Âîëîäèìèð Øòåëÿê, íàñòîÿòåëü Êàòåäðè ñâ.
Àíäð³ÿ òà áëèçüêî 50-òè ÷ëåí³â äóõîâåíñòâà ÓÏÖ â ÑØÀ
òà ³íøèõ þðèñäèêö³é ïðèâ³òàëè ³ºðàðõ³â ïðè âõîä³ äî êàòåäðè
äî Áîæåñòâåííî¿ Ë³òóðã³¿ ó ñóáîòó ï³ñëÿ Áîãîÿâëåííÿ. ²ºðàðõ³â
òàêîæ ïðèâ³òàëè ãîëîâà êàòåäðàëüíî¿ óïðàâè Îëüãà Êîôåé
ðàçîì ³ç Ñîíåþ Êðàâåöü òà Íàä³ºþ Êîëåñíèê ³ç ñåñòðèöòâà,
à òàêîæ ä³òè ³ç öåðêîâíî¿ øêîëè òà ä³òè ç ³íøèõ ïàðàô³é.
Êîæíà äèòèíà ïîäàðèëà  ºïèñêîïàì áóêåò êâ³ò³â. Êàòåäðà
áóëà ïåðåïîâíåíà â³ðíèìè, ÿê³ ïðè¿õàëè ç â³äóñ³ëü.

Ï³ñëÿ ªâàíãåëüñüêîãî ÷èòàííÿ, Éîãî Ïðåîñâÿùåíñòâî,
ºïèñêîï Äàíè¿ë ðîçïîâ³â ïðî çíà÷åííÿ äóøïàñòèðñüêîãî
ñëóæ³ííÿ ºïèñêîïà ó æèòò³ öåðêâè, çãàäóþ÷è æèòòÿ òðüîõ
âåëèêèõ ñâÿòèòåë³â: ñâ. Âàñèë³ÿ Âåëèêîãî, ñâ. ²âàíà
Çîëîòîóñòîãî, ñâ. Ãðèãîð³ÿ Áîãîñëîâà ïðèð³âíþþ÷è äî 25-
òè ðîê³â  Àðõ³ºðåéñüêîãî ñëóæ³ííÿ â³ðíèì Óêðà¿íñüêî¿
Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â ÑØÀ. ªïèñêîï Äàíè¿ë ãîâîðèâ
ïðî ñïðîáè Àðõ³ºïèñêîïà ó çì³öíåíí³ öåðêîâíî¿ ºäíîñò³
â³ðíèõ Öåðêâè â Óêðà¿í³, ãóìàí³òàðí³ çóñèëëÿ, à òàêîæ éîãî
â³ääàí³ñòü ñëóæá³ ÓÏÖ â ÑØÀ ³ éîãî çóñèëëÿ äëÿ ïîêðàùåííÿ
æèòòºâèõ óìîâ äëÿ äóõîâåíñòâà íàøî¿ Öåðêâè. ªïèñêîï
Äàíè¿ë çàçíà÷èâ, ùî ï³ä ÷àñ ðîê³â àðõ³ºðåéñüêî¿ ñëóæáè,
â³í áåçïåðåðèâíî ïðîïîâ³äóâàâ Äîáðó Íîâèíó ç âïåâíåí³ñòþ
òà íàä³ºþ, ñâÿòêóâàòè Ñâÿòó ªâõàðèñò³þ òà âñ³ Òà¿íñòâà
Öåðêâè ìîëèòîâíî òà ðåâíî, ³ äáàòè ïðî ñâîþ ïàñòâó ç
òåðïåëèâîþ óâàæí³ñòþ äî äàð³â òà ïîòðåá óñ³õ. Ï³ä ÷àñ
öüîãî ïðîöåñó, Àðõ³ºïèñêîï Àíòîí³é íå ðàç êàçàâ, ùî â³í
ñàì çðîñòàâ òà êð³ïèâñÿ ó Äóñ³.

Ïî çàê³í÷åí³ Áîæåñòâåííî¿ Ë³òóðã³¿ ìèòðîïîëèò
Êîíñòàíòèí âèñëîâèâ ñâîþ âäÿ÷í³ñòü Âñåâèøíüîìó Áîãîâ³
çà â³ääàíó ñëóæáó Àðõ³ºïèñêîïà Àíòîí³ÿ òà îáäàðîâàí³ñòü
òîðêàòèñü æèòòÿ òèõ, ÿê³ äîðó÷åí³ ï³ä éîãî äóõîâíó îï³êó.
Ñëîâî Àêñ³îñ — â³í äîñòîéíèé — öå æèòòºâèé òåðì³í ³
çàòâåðäæåííÿ â³ðíèìè ³ âêàç³âêà ÷è ö³ëü ÿêó ïîòð³áíî

Íàòõíåíèé Þâ³ëåé Äóøïàñòèðñüêîãî ñëóæ³ííÿ!

äîñÿãíóòè - æèòòºâèé ïðîöåñ. Êîëè âñå
ñêàçàíî òà çðîáëåíî, íàø Ãîñïîäü
ïðèéìàº éîãî ó Ñâîþ ðàä³ñòü. Òîìó ùî,
25 ðîê³â Àðõ³ºïèñêîï Àíòîí³é ñåáå
çàïèòóâàâ - ‘Ùîá Õðèñòîñ çðîáèâ ó
ö³é ñèòóàö³¿?’ Çà 25 ðîê³â ï³ä éîãî îï³êîþ
òà Áàòüê³âñüêèì êðèëîì, â³í ï³äòâåðäèâ
âèãîëîñ ‘Àêñ³îñ’ (Ã³äíèé, Äîñòîéíèé).
Öå íàøà ùèðà ìîëèòâà, ùîá “öåé
ñð³áíèé þâ³ëåé ïåðåòâîðèâñÿ ó çîëîòèé
³ ïðèêðàøåíèé ä³àìàíòîì”... Áîæå
áëàãîñëîâè Àðõ³ºïèñêîïà Àíòîí³ÿ íà
ìíîã³¿ ë³òà!”

Äåíü ïðîäîâæóâàâñÿ ñâÿòêîâèì
áåíêåòîì ó Ñâÿòî-Àíäð³ºâñüêîìó ïàðà-
ô³ÿëüíîìó çàë³, äå ç³áðàëîñü á³ëüøå 300
ãîñòåé. Ìèòðîïîëèò Êîíñòàíòèí ðîçïî-
÷àâ ìîëèòâîþ, à òàê ïðîëóíàëî çâåð-
íåííÿ Âñåëåíñüêîãî Ïàòð³àðõà Âàðôî-
ëîì³ÿ, ÿêèé ïðèâ³òàâ àðõ³ºïèñêîïà ç
íàñòóïíèì ïðèâ³òàëüíèì ëèñòîì:

“Ç íîãîäè 25-òèë³òòÿ âàøî¿ â³ääàíî¿
ñëóæáè ó íàø³é Ñâÿò³é Öåðêâ³, ìè õî÷åìî ïåðåäàòè âàì
íàø³ îñîáèñò³ ìîëèòâè òà ùèðîñåðäå÷í³ íàéêðàù³
ïîáàæàííÿ â³ä Âñåëåíñüêîãî Ïàòð³àðõàòó. Ìè òàêîæ, ðàçîì
ç ïðàâîñëàâíèì äóõîâåíñòâîì òà Õðèñòîëþáëÿ÷èìè
â³ðíèìè, ùî ç³áðàëèñÿ ñüîãîäí³, ðîçä³ëÿºìî öþ ðàä³ñòü òà
ñâÿòêóâàííÿ Âàøîãî ìèëîñòèâîãî òåðì³íó. Ìè âèñëîâëþºìî
Âàì íàø³ òåïë³ ïðèâ³òàííÿ òà ñõâàëþºìî âàøó ðåâíó òà
àêòèâíó ñëóæáó Áîæîìó íàðîäó. Ìè âäÿ÷í³ çà âàøó
åíåðã³éíó ñëóæáó ³ ìîëèìîñü, ùîá íàø Ãîñïîäü îáäàðóâàâ
Âàñ ñèëîþ òà äóõîâíîþ ðàä³ñòþ, ùîá Âè ïðîäîâæóâàëè
“ïðàâäèâî íàâ÷àòè ñëîâî Éîãî ³ñòèíè”.

Â³ä íàøîãî Ïðåïîäîáíîãî Òðîíó, Ìàòåð³ Öåðêâè
Êîíñòàíòèíîïîëÿ, ìè íàäñèëàºìî Ïàòð³àpø³ áëàãîñëîâ³ííÿ
íà Éîãî Âèñîêîïðåîñâÿùåíñòâî, ï³ä ÷àñ öüîãî ñâÿòêóâàííÿ,
à òàêîæ íà âñ³õ ïðèñóòí³õ, ùîá Ãîñïîäü äàðóâàâ “âñå, ùî º
äîáðèì òà êîðèñíèì äëÿ âàøèõ äóø”.

Éîãî Âèñîêîïðåîñâÿùåíñòâî Ìèòðîïîëèò Þð³é, íîâî-
âèáðàíèé ïðåäñòîÿòåëü Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè
Êàíàäè, ïðèâ³òàâ Àðõèºïèñêîïà Àíòîí³ÿ ï³ä ÷àñ áåíêåòó
â³ä ³ìåí³ éîãî Öåðêîâíî¿ Àäì³í³ñòðàö³¿, âñüîãî äóõîâåíñòâà
òà â³ðíèõ, çãàäóþ÷è ¿õíþ äðóæáó, á³ëüøå 40 ðîê³â â³ä ïåðøî¿
çóñòð³÷³ íà ïåðøîìó ðîö³, òà îñòàííüîìó ðîö³ Àðõ³ºïèñêîïà
ó ñåì³íàð³¿ Ñâ. Àíäð³ÿ ó Â³í³ïåç³, Ìàí³òîáà, Êàíàäà. Â³í
çãàäóâàâ ïðî ð³çí³ âèïàäêè ñï³ëüíî¿ ïðàö³ ó ð³çíèõ ñïðàâàõ
ÿê ³ºðàðõè Öåðêâè òà áàãàòî ðàçîâà ó÷àñòü Àðõ³ºïèñêîïà
Àíòîí³ÿ ó æèòò³ Öåðêâè Êàíàäè.

ªïèñêîï Àíäð³é ïðèâ³òàâ â³ä ³ìåí³ âñ³õ Êàíàäñüêèõ
³ºðàðõ³â, âêëþ÷àþ÷è ºïèñêîïà ²ëàð³îíà, ÿêèé íå çì³ã ïðèáóòè
íà ñâÿòêóâàííÿ, ³ ïîäàðèëè Àðõ³ºïèñêîïó Àíòîí³þ ³êîíó Ñâ.
Àíòîí³ÿ Âåëèêîãî äëÿ âæèòêó ó éîãî ë³òóðã³éíîìó òà
ìîëèòâåíîìó æèòò³.

Îêð³ì ïðèñóòí³õ íà ñâÿòêóâàíí³ Ïðàâîñëàâíèõ ³ºðàðõ³â,
Ìèòðîïîëèò Ñòåïàí (Ñîðîêà) Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Êàòîëèöüêî¿ ªïàðõ³¿
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Ô³ëàäåëüô³¿, êîëèøí³é ºïèñêîï Âàñèëü (Ëîñòåí) Óêðà¿íñüêî¿
Êàòîëèöüêî¿ ªïàðõ³¿ Ñòàìôîðäó, ºïèñêîï Êåí (Íîâîêîâñüêèé)
Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Êàòîëèöüêî¿ Öåðêâè Êàíàäè òà ºïèñêîï ²âàí
(Êóäðèê) Ãðåêî-êàòîëèöüêî¿ ªïàðõ³¿ Ïàðìè òàêîæ áóëè
ïðèñóòí³ìè íà ñâÿòêóâàíí³ òà ïðèâ³òàëè Àðõ³ºïèñêîïà ç éîãî
25-òèð³÷÷ÿì éîãî ñëóæáè.

Ïðîëóíàëè ïðèâ³òàííÿ â³ä Àðõ³ºïèñêîïà Äìèòð³ÿ Ãðåöüêî¿
Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Ìèòðîïîë³¿, â³ä ïðîò. Ìèõàéëà Ðîñêî, ïðåäñòàâíèê
Ìèòðîïîëèòà Mèêîëè, Êàðïàòî-Ðóñèíñüêà Ïðàâîñëàâíà
Öåðêâà; â³ä Ïîñëà Óêðà¿íè â ÑØÀ Îëåêñàíäðà Ìîñòèêà; â³ä
Õðèñòèíè Áàëêî, ãîëîâè Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Íàö³îíàëüíî¿ Êðåäèòíî¿
Ñï³ëêè, â³ä ñåì³íàðèñò³â Ñâÿòî-Ñîô³¿âñüêî¿ Ñåì³íàð³¿; â³ä
ñòóäåíò³â öåðêîâíî¿ øêîëè; òà á³ëüøå 30 ³íøèõ ïðåäñòàâíèê³â
ðåë³ã³éíèõ òà öèâ³ëüíèõ óñòàíîâ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ òà Óêðà¿íñüêî¿
Ãðîìàäè.

Óêðà¿íñüêèé ïîñîë Îá’ºäíàíèõ Íàö³é, Þð³é Ñåðãåºâ,
ïðèâ³òàâ Àðõ³ºïèñêîïà Àíòîí³ÿ ó Ñàóò Áàóíä Áðóê, Í. Äæ, ï³ñëÿ
ó÷àñò³ ó Áîãîñëóæá³ òà âåëèêîãî ïîñâÿ÷åííÿ âîäè ó äåíü ñâÿòà
Áîãîÿâëåííÿ/Éîðäàíó, ³ç ³êîíîþ ñâ. Àíäð³ÿ ó òðàäèö³éíîìó
Óêðà¿íñüêîìó ñòèë³.

Ãîëîâà ñòàðøîãî â³ää³ëó Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Ë³ãè
ÓÏÖ â ÑØÀ ïàí³ Ìàðòà Ìèñêî ïðèâ³òàëà Àðõèºïèñêîïà Àíòîí³ÿ
³ç þâ³ëåºì, âðó÷àþ÷è ùèðîãî äàðóíêà Âëàäèö³
Àíòîí³þ, â ñóì³ $10,000, â³ä ³ìåí³ ÓÏË³ãè äëÿ
ïîòðåá Öåðêâè.

×óäîâèé ìóçè÷íèé àíòðàêò ï³ä ÷àñ áåíêåòó
ñêëàëè äóåò ñåñòåð Íàä³¿ òà Íàòàë³¿ Ïàâëèøèí
òà Ñîëîì³ÿ Ãîðîõ³âñüêà íà ñêðèïö³ ³ Àíäð³é
Ï³äê³âñüêèé íà ñîï³ëêàõ. Ö³ âèêîíàâö³ ïðèâ³òàëè
Àðõ³ºïèñêîïà ñâî¿ìè ìóçè÷íèìè çä³áíîñòÿìè òà
ïðèíåñëè âåëèêó ðàä³ñòü âñ³ì ïðèñóòí³ì.

Ï³ä ê³íåöü áåíêåòó Ìèòðîïîëèò Êîíñòàíòèí
ðîçêàçóâàâ ïðî æèòòÿ ³ ñëóæáó Àðõ³ºïèñêîïà
Àíòîí³ÿ òà çàïðîñèâ àðõ³ºïèñêîïà çâåðíóòèñÿ äî
â³ðíèõ, ÿê³ ïðèñóòí³ íà éîãî ñð³áíîìó þâ³ëå¿.
Àðõ³ºïèñêîï ãîâîðèâ ïðî éîãî ãëèáîêå
çàíåïîêîºííÿ ó äåíü ïåðåä éîãî âèñâÿ÷åííÿì ó
ºïèñêîïà, ùî â³í í³êîëè íå çìîæå æèòè òàê, ÿê
öå ãîäèòüñÿ ºïèñêîïîâ³. Â îäíó ìèòü â³í äóìàâ, ùî ñïðàâä³
ðîáèòü ïîæåðòâó ïðèñâÿ÷óþ÷è ñâîº æèòòÿ Áîãîâ³, àëå øâèäêî
çðîçóì³â, ùî öå Õðèñòîñ, Õòî ïîæåðòâóâàâ Ñîáîþ ðàäè íüîãî.

Âèñîêîïðåîñâÿùåíí³øèé Àðõ³ºïèñêîï Àíòîí³é ãîâîðèâ ïðî
âåëèêó òàºìíèöþ ïîä³é, ÿê³ â³äáóëèñÿ 25 ðîê³â òîìó — 6 æîâòíÿ
1985 ðîêó — êîëè â³í êëÿêíóâ ïåðåä ïðåñòîëîì Öåðêâè-
ïàì’ÿòíèêà ñâ. Àíäð³ÿ ó Ñàóò Áàóíä Áðóê ³ áóâ îáäàðîâàíèé
ðåàëüí³ñòþ Ìèëîñò³ Áîæî¿, ÿêà äîïîâíèòü òå, ÷îãî íå âèñòà÷àº
³ óêð³ïèòü éîãî ï³ä ÷àñ ö³ëîãî øëÿõó äóø-ïàñòèðñüêîãî ñëóæ³ííÿ.

Â³í ãîâîðèâ ïðî áîðîòüáó äëÿ âñ³õ ºïèñêîï³â òà âñüîãî
äóõîâåíñòâà, ùîá âîíè çàâæäè ïàì’ÿòàëè, ùî âîíè ñëóãè
Õðèñòîâ³ — äëÿ Éîãî Öåðêâè òà Éîãî ëþäåé. ªïèñêîï íå ìîæå
äîäàòè í³÷îãî äî Äîáðî¿ Â³ñòêè ÷è ïðîïîíóâàòè ³íøå ñïàñ³ííÿ.
Â³í ìîæå ëèø äîïîìàãàòè òèì, õòî º ï³ä éîãî îï³êîþ, çðîñòàòè
ó ¿õí³é â³ð³ òà ïðîõîäèòè ïî âóçüêîìó øëÿõó, ÿêèé âåäå äî
Íåáåñíîãî Áîæîãî Öàðñòâà.

Àðõ³ºïèñêîï Àíòîí³é ç îñîáëèâèìè òà åìîö³éíèìè ñëîâàìè
ïîäÿêè çâåðíóâñÿ äî áàãàòüîõ ëþäåé çà ¿õí³é âïëèâ íà éîãî
æèòòÿ. Â³í ïîäàðóâàâ áóêåò êâ³ò³â ñâî¿é ìàòåð³ Äîðîòe¿, ÿêà

áóëà ïðèºìíî âðàæåíà êîëè âñ³ âñòàëè ³ âøàíóâàëè ¿¿ ñâî¿ìè
äîâãèìè îïëåñêàìè. Âèñîêîïðåîñâÿùåíí³øèé Àíòîí³é îãîëîñèâ
âñ³õ òèõ, ÿê³ çì³íèëè éîãî æèòòÿ ñâîºþ îñîáëèâîþ òà ìîãóòíüîþ
äóõîâíîþ òà åìîö³éíîþ ïðèñóòí³ñòþ ó ñâ³é â³äïîâ³äíèé ÷àñ, à

ñàìå: ÷ëåíè éîãî ñ³ì’¿, áðàòè ºïèñêîïè —
ìèòðîïîëèò Êîíñòàíòèí òà ºïèñêîï Äàíè¿ë,
ïðîòîïðåñâ³òåð Â³ëüÿì Äÿê³â ç ðîäèíîþ, ïðîò. ²âàí
Íàêîíå÷íèé, Îìåëÿí Ñêî÷èïåöü, ïðîòîïðåñâ³òåð
Ìèõàéëî Ðîñêî òà ³íø³. Â³í ïîäÿêóâàâ âñ³ì
³ºðàðõàì, Ïðàâîñëàâíèì òà Êàòîëèöüêèì, ÿê³ áóëè
ïðèñóòí³ íà ñâÿòêóâàíí³, òà Êàôåäðàëüíîìó Õîðîâ³
çà äóõîâíî-ï³äíåñåíí³ ñï³âè ï³ä ÷àñ Áîæåñòâåííî¿
Ë³òóðã³¿. Â³í îñîáëèâî ïîäÿêóâàâ ïðîò. Âîëîäèìèðó
Øòåëÿêy òà éîãî äðóæèí³ äîáðîä³éö³ Ìàðò³, Îëüç³
Êîôåé òà êàôåäðàëüí³é óïðàâ³, ÿê³ ïðèñâÿòèëè
áàãàòî ãîäèí ï³äãîòîâêè äëÿ þâ³ëåéíîãî
ñâÿòêóâàííÿ. Â³í òàêîæ ïîäÿêóâàâ âñ³ì ïðèñóòí³ì
÷ëåíàì êàòåäðè òà âñ³ì ãîñòÿì, ÿê³ ïðè¿õàëè —
íàâ³òü ³ç äàëåêîãî Ëîíäîíó, Àíãë³ÿ, ïðîò. Áîãäàí
Ìàòâ³é÷óê, ÓÀÏÖ Ä³àñïîðè.

Íà íàñòóïíèé äåíü, ó íåä³ëþ, 23 ñ³÷íÿ 2011 ðîêó,
Âèñîêîïðåîñâÿùåíí³øèé Àðõ³ºïèñêîï Àíòîí³é ñëóæèâ ïîäÿ÷íó
Áîæåñòâåííó Ë³òóðã³þ ó Êàòåäð³ ñâ. Àíäð³ÿ, ï³ä ÷àñ òîãî ÿê
ïàðàô³ÿ â³òàëà ñâîãî ³ºðàðõà ³ç éîãî Äíåì Àíãåëà òà Äíåì
Íàðîäæåííÿ ÿêå ï³äõîäèëî çà äåê³ëüêà äí³â. Áàãàòî õòî íàçâàëè
öþ ë³òóðã³þ “ïîäÿ÷íîþ ë³òóðã³ºþ”  - áî ïîäÿ÷í³ ñëîâà â³ëüíî
âèëèâàëèñÿ ³ç óñò àðõ³ºïèñêîïà, ñâÿùåíèê³â òà â³ðíèõ.

Çàâåðøóþ÷è ñâÿòêóâàííÿ ö³ºþ Ë³òóðã³ºþ, àðõ³ºïèñêîï ñêàçàâ:
“Äÿêóþ÷è Áîãîâ³ çà òàêèé îñîáëèâèé ïðèâ³ëåé áóòè âàøèì
ïàñòèðåì âñ³ ö³ ðîêè, ÿ òàêîæ õî÷ó ïîäÿêóâàòè êîæíîìó ³ç âàñ
çà âàø âëàñíèé äîñâ³ä ³ç äàðàìè òà âèïðîáîâóâàííÿìè Ñâÿòîãî
Äóõà â³äïîâ³äíî äî êîíêðåòíèõ îáñòàâèí âàøîãî æèòòÿ. Íà
çàâåðøåííÿ, ÿ õî÷ó ñêîðèñòàòèñü ìîæëèâ³ñòþ ïóáë³÷íî
ïîäÿêóâàòè âñ³ì ÷ëåíàì äóõîâåíñòâà — äèÿêîíàì òà ñâÿùåíèêàì
— çà ¿õíþ â³ðíó ñëóæáó òà ñï³âïðàöþ ó ïðîãîëîøåíí³ ªâàíãåë³ÿ
òà ñâÿòêóâàíí³ Ñâÿòèõ Òà¿íñòâ Ãîñïîäí³õ. Âè çðîáèëè âåëèêèé
âíåñîê ó íàøó Ñâÿòó Óêðà¿íñüêó Ïðàâîñëàâíó Öåðêâó â ÑØÀ
òà ó ð³çí³ íàø³ â³ää³ëè, ÿê³ ìè ïðèãîðíóëè.”

Áîæå, áëàãîñëîâè àðõ³ºïèñêîïà Àíòîí³ÿ íà ìíîã³¿ ë³òà!
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Archbishop Antony with his mother Dorothy and members of family.
Àðõèºïèñêîï Àíòîí³é ³ç ñâîºþ ìàìîþ Äîðîòåºþ òà ðîäèíîþ.
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Hierarchs, clergy and faithful from across the United
States, Canada and the United Kingdom traveled to
metropolitan Washington, D.C. to honor His Emi-nence
Archbishop Antony, ruling hierarch of the Eastern Eparchy
and President of the Consistory of the UOC of the USA on
January 22 for the celebration of his 25th anniversary of
episcopal consecration. His Beatitude Metropolitan
Constantine and His Grace Bishop Daniel along with His
Emi-nence Metropolitan Yurij and His Grace Bishop Andriy
of the UOC of Canada joined Archbishop Antony at the altar
of St. Andrew Cathedral in Silver Spring, MD for the most
important part of the celebration, the Holy Eucharist.

V. Rev. Fr. Volodymyr Steliac, pastor of St. Andrew
Cathedral, and nearly 50 clergy of the UOC of the USA and
other Orthodox jurisdictions welcomed the hierarchs at the

.

entrance to the cathedral for the Divine Liturgy. They were
also welcomed by Cathedral Board of Administration
President, Olga Coffey and Sonya Krawec and Nadia
Kolesnik from the Sisterhood, along with children from the
parish church school and other parishes. Each child
presented a bishop, including visiting hierarchs, with
individual bouquets of flowers. The Cathedral was filled to
more than capacity with faithful who came from all over the
country.

Following the Gospel reading, His Grace Bishop
Daniel reflected upon the meaning of the episcopal service
in the life of a Church, recalling the lives of such Holy
Fathers as St. Basil the Great, St. John Chrysostom, St.

Gregory the Theologian and
making reference to the 25
years of the Archbishop’s
ministry  The bishop spoke
of the Archbishop’s at-
tempts to further ecclesias-
tical unity among the faithful
of the Church in Ukraine, his
humanitarian efforts as well
his dedication to the minis-
try of the UOC of the USA
and his efforts to continually
improve the life circum-
stances of the clergy of the
Church on all levels. Bishop
Daniel stated that during the
years of the archbishop’s
service, he continuously
proclaimed the Good News
with conviction and hope, to
celebrate the Holy Eucha-
rist and all the Mysteries of
the Church prayerfully and
fervently, and to shepherd
his flock with patient atten-
tiveness to the gifts and
needs of all. In that process,
Archbishop Antony often
stated that he matured and
grew in the Spirit himself.

Metropolitan Constan-
tine spoke after the conclu-
sion of the Divine Liturgy. He
expressed his gratitude to
Almighty God for Arch-
bishop Antony’s dedicated
service and the ability to
touch the lives of those
entrusted into his spiritual
care. He stated that “25
years ago the Archbishop
heard the word “AXIOS”
proclaimed repeatedly dur-
ing his consecration. The

term Axios – He is Worthy –
is an existential term and an
affirmation of the faithful and
a directive or a goal to be
achieved, a life-long pro-
cess. For 25 years Arch-
bishop Antony has asked
himself - ‘What would Christ
do in this situation?’ For 25
years in his care and loving
fatherly concern, he has
traveled fulfilling the affirma-
tion of ‘Axios’. It is our deep
prayer that ‘the silver of this
anniversary will turn to gold
and be embellished by a
diamond’…God grant the
Archbishop many years.”

The day continued
with a festive banquet of over
300 guests in St. Andrew’s
parish hall. Metropolitan
Constantine opened the
gathering with a prayer and
the address of His All-
Holiness Ecumenical Patri-
arch Bartholomew, who
greeted the Archbishop with
the following congratulatory
letter:

“On the occasion of
the 25th anniversary of your
dedicated service in our
Holy Church, we hasten to
convey to you our personal
prayers and whole-hearted
best wishes, as well as

25th Anniversary
of Archpastoral Service of Archbishop Antony



those of the Ecumenical
Patriarchate. We too, along
with the Orthodox clergy
and Christ-loving faithful that
have gathered today, share
in the joy and celebration of
your gracious tenure. We
express to you our warm
congratulations and ap-
plaud your zealous and
dynamic ministry in the
service of the people of God.
We appreciate your vibrant
ministry and pray that our
Lord will bestow upon you
strength and spiritual joy so
that you may continue to
“rightly teach the word of His
truth.

From our Venerable
See, the Mother Church of
Constantinople, we confer
our Patriarchal blessings
upon Your Eminence, on
this celebration, and to all
those present, so that the
Lord will grant “all that is
good and profitable for your
souls.”

His Eminence Metro-
politan Yurij, newly installed
Primate of the UOC of
Canada, greeted Archbishop
Antony at the banquet in
behalf of his Church Admin-
istration and all his clergy
and faithful, recalling their
more than 40-year-long
friendship since first meet-
ing in his first year and the
Archbishop’s final year of
studies at St. Andrew
Seminary in Winnipeg, Mani-
toba, Canada. He spoke of
the many times they worked
together on various projects
as hierarchs of the Church
and the many times that
Archbishop Antony has
taken part in the life of the

Church in Canada. Bishop
Andriy greeted in behalf of
all the Canadian hierarchs,
including Bishop Ilarion,
who was unable to attend
the celebration, and pre-
sented the Archbishop with
a beautiful icon of St.
Antony the Great.

In addition to the
Orthodox hierarchs present
at the celebration, Metro-
politan Stefan Soroka
(Ukrainian Catholic Arch-
diocese of Philadelphia),
Bishop Emeritus Basil
Losten (Ukrainian Catholic
Eparchy of Stamford),
Bishop Ken Nowokowsky
(Ukrainian Catholic Church
of Canada) and Bishop John
Kudryk (Byzantine Catholic
Eparchy of Parma) also
attended the celebration
and delivered greetings.

Greetings were also
expressed from Archbishop
Demetrios of the Greek
Orthodox Archdiocese of
America, by V. Rev. Michael
Rosco, representing Metro-
politan Nicholas of the
Carpatho-Rusyn Orthodox
Church, by the Ambassador
of Ukraine to the USA, the

Honorable Oleksander
Motsyk, Christine Balko,
CEO and Chairman of the
Board of the Ukrainian
National Credit Union, the
seminarians of St. Sophia
Seminary, the Cathedral
Church School students,
and over 30 other represen-
tatives of various religious
and social institutions of the
Orthodox and Ukrainian
Community. The Ukrainian
Ambassador to the United
Nations, Yurij Sergeyev
greeted His Eminence in
South Bound Brook after
participating in the Divine
Liturgy and Great Sanctifi-
cation of Water on the Feast
of the Divine Manifestation/
Theophany, presenting him
with an original icon of St.
Andrew in the traditional
Ukrainian style.

A special presentation
was made by Mrs. Martha
Misko, Sr. UOL President
on behalf of the Ukrainian
Orthodox League, honoring
His Eminence Archbishop
Antony with a donation of
$10,000.00 made in his
honor to the ministries of
the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church of the USA.

A wonderful musical
interlude featured the sister
vocal duet of Nadia and
Nataliya Pavlyshyn and a
presentation by Solomiya
Gorokhivska on violin and
Andrei Pidkivka on wind
instruments.

Towards the end of the
banquet Metropolitan Con-
stantine spoke of Arch-
bishop Antony’s life and
ministry and called upon the
Archbishop to address the

faithful gathered. Archbishop
Antony spoke of his deep
concern on the eve of his
episcopal consecration that
he would never be able to live
up to what was expected of
the office of bishop. He
thought in a fleeting moment
that he was truly making a
sacrifice in giving his life over
to God, but very quickly
realized that it was Christ
Who was offering Himself to
the candidate.

His Eminence spoke
of the great mystery of
events that took place 25
years ago on October 6,
1985 when he knelt down
before the altar of St.
Andrew Memorial Church in
South Bound Brook and
was gifted with the reality of
the Grace of God, which
would fulfill that which was
lacking in him and strengthen
him along the entire path of
his episcopal ministry. He
spoke of the struggle for all
bishops and for any rank of
the priesthood to remember
at all times that they are
ministers of Christ - to His
Church and to His people.
The bishop cannot add

2525



A previous commemoration of this Silver Jubilee for
Archbishop Antony took place at St. Andrew Memorial
Church on October 6, the feast of the Conception of St.
John the Baptizer. The Divine Liturgy was concelebrated
by Archbishop Antony and Bishop Daniel, along with 18
priests and two deacons of the Eastern Eparchy, who trav-
eled long distances on that Wednesday morning to be
with their bishop - for some of them, their ordaining bishop.

The choir of St. Andrew Memorial Church, under the
direction of Maestro Dr. Michael Andrec, sang the re-
sponses for the Divine Liturgy. In his greeting Bishop Daniel
reflected upon the ministry of the priesthood, especially
the Episcopal ministry. The bishop recalled the events of
over 25 years ago when Fr. John Scharba was led in front
of His Beatitude Metropolitan Mstyslav, later Patriarch of
Ukraine (of Blessed Memory), His Eminence Archbishop
Constantine (now Metropolitan) and His Eminence Arch-
bishop Volodymyr (Didovych) of Australia and New Zealand
(of Blessed Memory) in order to state his Confession of
Faith the evening before his consecration. Then during Lit-
urgy the next day he received the Grace of God through
the “Laying on of Hands” – the central point of Episcopal
consecration.  The bishop concluded with the prayerful
reflection on the words of our Lord to St. Peter: “Do you
love me? Go and take care of my sheep…”

Following the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy, His
Eminence Archbishop Antony expressed his gratitude to
the clergy and laity gathered. He reflected upon the many
bishops and clergy now reposed in the Lord and resting in
St. Andrew Cemetery. He visited many of these graves
prior to the Liturgy to reflect upon how each contributed to
making his own ministry in the Name of the Lord much
more successful than it would have been if they had not
touched his life.

The celebration concluded with a luncheon at St.
Sophia Seminary, which was prepared by Pani Maria
Morozovska the seminary “house mother” and loving cook,
with the seminarians welcoming all to the place where fu-
ture pastors of our Church are educated and nurtured.

anything to the Good News or offer any salvation on his own. He can
only assist those entrusted to his spiritual care in growing in their
faith and following the narrow path, which leads to God’s Heavenly
Kingdom.

The Archbishop offered special and emotional words of
gratitude to many people for their influence on his life. He presented
a bouquet of flowers to his mother Dorothy, who was overcome with
emotion at the long standing ovation given to her. His Eminence
made special mention of all those who provided very specific and
powerful spiritual and emotional presence in his life, all at the
appropriate times: the members of his family, his brother bishops
– Metropolitan Constantine and Bishop Daniel, Protopresbyter
William Diakiw and his family, V. Rev. John Nakonachny, Emil
Skocypec, Protopresbyter Michael Rosco, among others. He
expressed his gratitude to all the hierarchs, both Orthodox and
Catholic, present for the celebration, to the Cathedral Choir for the
spiritually uplifting responses during Divine Liturgy. He offered most
special appreciation to V. Rev. Fr. Volodymyr Steliac and his wife
Dobrodiyka Marta, to Olga Coffey and the Cathedral Board, who
dedicated many hours of preparation for the anniversary
celebration. He also thanked all the members of the Cathedral
present and other guests who came, even from as far away as
London, England in the person of V. Rev. Bohdan Matvijczuk, of the
UAOC in Diaspora.

On the following day, Sunday, January 23, 2011, His
Eminence Archbishop Antony served a Divine Liturgy of
Thanksgiving at St. Andrew Cathedral, while the parish family
greeted their hierarch on his upcoming Name’s Day and birthday.
The Liturgy was called by many “a liturgy of thanksgiving” - and
words of gratitude flowed freely among the archbishop, his priests
and the lay faithful.

Concluding the celebrations with this Liturgy, the archbishop
stated: “As I give thanks to God for the unique privilege of having
been your shepherd all these years, I also want to thank each of you
for your own witness of openness to the gifts and challenges of the
Holy Spirit according to the particular circumstances of your life. As
I draw my comments to a conclusion, I want to take the occasion
to publicly thank all the members of the clergy, deacons and priests
alike, for their faithful service and partnership in proclaiming the
Gospel and celebrating the Mysteries of our Lord. You have
contributed immensely to our Holy Ukrainian Orthodox Church of
the USA and the many different ministries we have embraced.”

     od
grant you
many years,
Archbishop
Antony!
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: 
   : $ 100,000   
   : $ 50,000 - $ 99,999 
   : $ 25,000 - $ 49,000 
   : $ 10,000 - $ 24,999 
   : $ 5,000 - $ 9,999 
   : $ 2,500 - $ 4,999 
   : $ 1,000 - $ 2,499 
   : $1 - $ 999 
 

: 412-278- . 
  

  
: 

       UOC of USA Museum Building Fund 
       PO Box 495 
       S. Bound Brook, NJ  08880 



  UKRAINIAN HERITAGE MUSEUM OF NEW JERSEY 
     in memory of Patriarch Mstyslav 
 

FIRST FLOOR NAMING OPPORTUNITIES 
10:  Museum Office Suite ($75,000 individual or aggregate contributions) 
11:  St. Andrew Ecclesiastical Store and Museum Gift Shop ($75,000 individual 
        or aggregate contributions) 
13:  Exhibit Preparation Zone ($100,000 individual or aggregate contributions) 
17:  South Memorial Portico ($50,000 individual or aggregate contributions) 
26:  East Memorial Portico ($50,000 individual or aggregate contributions) 

  

Elevator ($50,000 individual or aggregate contributions) 

Famine Memorial/Monument ($500,000 individual or aggregate contributions  

Patio Social Center ($100,000 individual or aggregate contributions) 

The Museum is 70% completed. 
Funds are desperately needed to 
complete the construction, in-
cluding plumbing and sprinkler 
systems, HVAC and humidity 
control system, grand staircase 
and rails, exit staircases, elevator, 
doors, floor and ceiling finishing, 
outdoor porticos, memorial 
patio, landscaping and paving of 
the required fire lane. 
 
The first floor of the new 30,000 
sq. ft. two story state-of-the-art 
Museum includes a central grand 
gallery, five smaller exhibit 
spaces, a media center and per-
formance space, a conference 
room, preparation areas and 
environmentally controlled 
storage rooms. 
 
The second floor has 12 addi-
tional galleries, additional storage 
space, and a conference/pre-
sentation room, all surrounding 
an open atrium overlooking the 
Grand Gallery below. 
 
Many galleries have already been 
sponsored, but more are 
available. 

Help finish the job! 
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SECOND FLOOR NAMING OPPORTUNITIES 
30:  Memorial Exhibit Gallery ($150,000 individual or aggregate contributions) 
31:  Memorial Exhibit Gallery ($150,000 individual or aggregate contributions) 
32:  Memorial Exhibit Gallery ($75,000 individual or aggregate contributions) 
34:  Memorial Exhibit Gallery (Partially funded, accepting individual or   
       aggregate contributions until $150,000 total is achieved) 
40:  Memorial Exhibit Gallery ($150,000 individual or aggregate contributions) 
41:  Memorial Exhibit Gallery ($150,000 individual or aggregate contributions) 
42:  Memorial Exhibit Gallery ($75,000 individual or aggregate contributions) 

 
Help lay the foundation of this unique 
educational institution that celebrates the 
deep faith, tumultuous history, colorful 
culture and exquisite art of the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church and its people. 
 
Consider making your mark on history by 
making a contribution to the UOC of USA 
Museum Building Fund. Founding con-
tributors will be recognized on the Donor 
Wall of the Grand Gallery.  
 
Contribution levels: 

Benefactor: $100,000 and over 
Founder: $50,000  $99,999 
Patron: $25,000  $49,000 
Sponsor: $10,000  $24,999 
Champion: $5,000  $9,999 
Friends: $2,500  $4,999 
Supporter: $1,000  $2,499 
Contributor: under $999 

 
For information on planned giving, naming 
opportunities please contact 
 

Dr. Steve Sivulich, Development Officer, 
at sivulich@verizon.net or  
412-278-2595. 
 
Or simply mail your contribution to: 

UOC of USA Museum Building Fund 
PO Box 495 
S. Bound Brook, NJ  08880 



Çóñòð³÷ Óêðà¿íñüêèõ ²ºðàðõ³â
2011!

Ð³÷íà çóñòð³÷ Óêðà¿íñüêèõ Êàòîëèöüêèõ òà Ïðàâîñëàâíèõ
³ºðàðõ³â Ï³âí³÷íî¿ Àìåðèêè â³äáóëàñÿ ó Êë³àðâîòåð, ÔË 27-28
ñ³÷íÿ 2011 ðîêó. ²ºðàðõè ðîçïî÷àëè òàê³ çóñòð³÷³ ç 2001 ðîêó äëÿ
îáãîâîðåííÿ ïèòàíü, ÿê³ ñòîñóþòüñÿ â³äïîâ³äíèõ ºïàðõ³é òà
ìèòðîïîë³é ³ ðîçãëÿíóòè êðîêè, ÿê³ çìîæóòü çáëèçèòè ö³ Öåðêâè,
ðîáëÿ÷è ïðèêëàä äëÿ öåðêîâíîãî æèòòÿ â Óêðà¿í³. Ó÷àñíèêàìè
öüîãî áëèçüêîãî êîëà áðàòñòâà ³ºðàðõ³â ó öüîìó ðîö³ áóëè:
Ìèòðîïîëèò Êîíñòàíòèí - ïðåäñòîÿòåëü òà ïðàâëÿ÷èé àðõèºðåé
Öåíòðàëüíî¿ ªïàðõ³¿ ÓÏÖ â ÑØÀ, Ìèòðîïîëèò Ñòåôàí -
ïðåäñòîÿòåëü ÓÊÖ â ÑØÀ òà àðõèºïèñêîï Ô³ëàäåëüô³éñüêî¿
ªïàðõ³¿, Ìèòðîïîëèò Ëàâðåíò³é - ïðåäñòîÿòåëü ÓÊÖ Êàíàäè òà
àðõ³ºïèñêîï Â³íí³ïåãó, Ìèòðîïîëèò Þð³é – ïðåäñòîÿòåëü ÓÏÖ
Êàíàäè, Àðõèºïèñêîï Àíòîí³é - Ñõ³äíà ªïàðõ³ÿ ÓÏÖ â ÑØÀ,
ªïèñêîï Ð³÷àðä - ºïèñêîï ×³êàãñüêî¿ ªïàðõ³¿ ÓÊÖ â ÑØÀ, ªïèñêîï
Ñòåôàí - ºïèñêîï Òîðîíò³âñüêî¿ ªïàðõ³¿ ÓÊÖ â Êàíàä³, ªïèñêîï
Ïàâëî - ºïèñêîï Ñòåìôîðäñüêî¿ ªïàðõ³¿ ÓÊÖ â ÑØÀ, ªïèñêîï
Äàâèä - ºïèñêîï Åäìîíòîíñüêî¿ ªïàðõ³¿, ÓÊÖ Êàíàäè, ªïèñêîï
²âàí - ºïèñêîï Ïàðìñüêî¿ ªïàðõ³¿, ÓÊÖ â ÑØÀ, ªïèñêîï Êåí -
ºïèñêîï Íüþ Âåñòì³íñòåðñüêî¿ ªïàðõ³¿, ÓÊÖ Êàíàäè, ªïèñêîï
Àíäð³é - ºïèñêîï Ñàñêàòóíñüêî¿ ªïàðõ³¿, ÓÏÖ Êàíàäè, ªïèñêîï
Äàíè¿ë - ºïèñêîï Çàõ³äíüî¿ ªïàðõ³¿ ÓÏÖ â ÑØÀ òà ªïèñêîï
Áðàÿí - ºïèñêîï Ñàñêàòóíñüêî¿ ªïàðõ³¿ ÓÊÖ Êàíàäè. ªïèñêîï
²ëàð³îí - ºïèñêîï Åäìîíòîíñüêèé ÓÏÖ Êàíàäè íå çì³ã áóòè
ïðèñóòí³ì öüîãî ðîêó. ªïèñêîï Âàñèëü - Åìåðèò Ñòàìôîðäñüêî¿
ªïàðõ³¿ ÓÊÖ â ÑØÀ áóâ ãîñòåì íà çàñ³äàííÿõ.

Òåìà öüîãî ð³÷íî¿ çóñòð³÷³ áóëà: “Ìîæëèâîñò³ íà Øëÿõó
äî ªäíîñò³ — ùî ó íàñ ñï³ëüíîãî òà â ÷îìó â³äð³çíÿºìîñü”. Ùîá
ðîçøèðèòè îáãîâîðåííÿ íà öþ òåìó ³ºðàðõè çàïðîñèëè îäíîãî
ñâÿùåíèêà ç êîæíî¿ Öåðêâè çðîáèòè ïðåçåíòàö³¿ íà öþ òåìó.
Îòåöü Ñòåôàí Âîéñ³÷îâñüêèé, äèðåêòîð ³íñòèòóòó ³ì. Ìèòðîïîëèòà
Àíäð³ÿ Øåïòèöüêîãî Ñõ³äíî-Õðèñòèÿíñüêèõ Íàóê ïðè óí³âåðñèòåò³
ñâ. Ïàâëà â Îòòàâ³, Îíòàð³î, Êàíàäà ïðåçåíòóâàâ ç³ ñòîðîíè
Óêðà¿íñüêèõ Êàòîëèê³â. Ïðîò. äîêòîð ßðîñëàâ Áóöüîðà, ñâÿùåíèê
Êàòåäðè Ïîêðîâè Ïðåñâÿòî¿ Áîãîðîäèö³ òà ïðîôåñîð Áîãîñëîâ’ÿ
ïðè Ñåì³íàð³¿ ñâ. Àíäð³ÿ, Â³íí³ïåã, Ìàí³òîáà, Êàíàäà ïðåçåíòóâàâ
ç³ ñòîðîíè Óêðà¿íñüêèõ Ïðàâîñëàâíèõ.

î.Ñòåôàí çðîáèâ ï³äñóìîê äåÿêèõ ö³êàâèõ ä³àëîã³â, ÿê³
â³äáóëèñÿ ì³æ Êàòîëèöüêèìè òà Ïðàâîñëàâíèìè Öåðêâàìè íà
øèðîêîìó ãîðèçîíò³ - Ï³âí³÷íî-Àìåðèêàíñüêà Ïðàâîñëàâíî-
Êàòîëèöüêà Êîíñóëüòàö³ÿ, ðîçïî÷àòà  ó 1965 ð. òà Ñï³ëüíèé Êîì³òåò
Ïðàâîñëàâíèõ òà Êàòîëèöüêèõ ªïèñêîï³â ðîçïî÷àòèé ó 1981 ð. -
îáîº ç ÿêèõ çðîáèëè ÷èñëåíí³ “óçãîäæåíí³ çàÿâè” ùîäî áàãàòüîõ
åëåìåíò³â â³ðè, ùî äâ³ ñòîðîíè ìàþòü ñï³ëüíîãî ñòîñîâíî òà¿íñòâ,
áîãîñë³â’ÿ òà äîãì, òà ³íø³. Âîíè òàêîæ îáãîâîðþâàëè íàéá³ëüø
íåïðèºìí³ ïðîáëåìè äå âàæêî ä³éòè äî çãîäè ³ î.Ñòåôàí
ïðåäñòàâèâ äóìêè ð³çíèõ ñó÷àñíèõ Ñõ³äíî-Êàòîëèöüêèõ áîãîñëîâ³â
íà ö³ ïðîáëåìè. î.Ñòåôàí áóâ çàäîâîëåíèé, ùî éîãî çàïðîñèëè
íà öþ Çóñòð³÷ ³ çàïðîïîíóâàâ Áîãîñëîâñüêó Êîíñóëüòàö³þ, ÿêà
çìîæå çðîáèòè á³ëüø äåòàëüí³ äîêóìåíòè äëÿ ä³àëîãó.

î.ßðîñëàâ ðîçïîâ³â ñâ³é ðîçäóì íà òåìó “Äî ìàéáóòíüîãî
ä³àëîãó Öåðêîâ” äå çàïðîïîíóâàâ, ùîá âñ³ ó÷àñíèêè òàêèõ ä³àëîã³â
ïîâèíí³ áóòè ãîòîâèìè äàòè ðîçøèðåíó â³äïîâ³äü ïðî ñåáå òà
¿õíüî¿ öåðêâè ïåðåä òèì ÿê ïðîâîäèòè ñåðéîçí³ ä³àëîãè ³ ìóñÿòü
áóòè ãîòîâèìè â³äêèíóòè ëþá³ íåïîðîçóì³ííÿ äî áîãîñëîâ³â ç
“³íøî¿” ñòîðîíè. À ùå, óêðà¿íñüê³ áîãîñëîâè ïîâèíí³ áóòè
ó÷àñíèêàìè øèðøèõ ä³àëîã³â, à íå äîçâîëÿòè ³íøèì ãîâîðèòè

â³ä ¿õíüîãî ³ìåí³. Ö³ “Çóñòð³÷³” òà ³íø³ îáãîâîðåííÿ ì³æ Óêðà¿íñüêèìè
Êàòîëèöüêèìè òà Ïðàâîñëàâíèìè Öåðêâàìè ìîæóòü ñòàòè
“êàòàë³çàòîðàìè äëÿ â³äðîäæåííÿ íàøî¿ âëàñíî¿ ðåë³ã³éíî¿
³äåíòè÷íîñò³, íåîáõ³äí³ íà äàíèé ÷àñ”. Ó÷àñíèêè “ïîâèíí³ áóòè ñò³éê³
òà áîãîñëîâñüêî çð³ë³ ó ¿õí³é ñïðîá³ äî ºäíîñò³... ïîâèíí³ ïðèñëóõàòèñü
îäèí äî îäíîãî... óâàæíî ñòàâèòèñü äî ³ñòîð³¿... ³ íå áîÿòèñü äèâèòèñü
îäí³ îäíèì â î÷³ ç ëþáîâ’þ, äå âîíè áóäóòü áà÷èòè îäèí îäíîãî ÿê
áðàòà... ó Õðèñò³”.

Ï³ä ÷àñ îáãîâîðåííÿ íà öþ òåìó, ³ºðàðõè íà çóñòð³÷³
íàãîëîñèëè íà ðîçâèòîê ¿õí³õ ñòîñóíê³â, ÿêèé íå ïðîéøîâ íå çàì³òíî
÷åðåç ð³çíèõ öåðêîâíèõ ä³ÿ÷³â ç ö³ëîãî ñâ³òó. Êîëè Çóñòð³÷³ ðîçïî÷àëèñÿ
10 ðîê³â òîìó, áóëà ö³ëü — ñòâîðèòè ìîæëèâ³ñòü äëÿ ºïèñêîï³â
ïîçíàéîìèòèñü îäí³ ç îäíèìè òà ðîçãëÿíóòè íå çðîçóì³ë³ êîíôë³êòè,
ÿê³ ãëèáîêî øêîäèëè Õðèñòîâ³é Öåðêâ³ ó íîâ³é íåçàëåæí³é Óêðà¿í³.
ªïèñêîïè ó 2011 ðîö³ ïîáà÷èëè ïîòðåáó ñòâîðåííÿ ïîñò³éíî¿
Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî-Êàòîëèöüêî¿ Áîãîñëîâñüêî¿ Êîíñóëüòàö³¿, ÿêà
áóäå ñêëàäàòèñÿ ³ç ³ºðàðõ³â òà áîãîñëîâ³â ç îáèäâîõ Öåðêîâ äëÿ
ï³äãîòîâêè äåòàëüíîãî àíàë³çó äëÿ ðîçãëÿäó ó ìàéáóòí³õ Çóñòð³÷àõ.
Êîæíà ç ÷îòèðüîõ þðèñäèêö³é — äâ³ â ÑØÀ òà äâ³ â Êàíàä³ —
íàéáëèæ÷èì ÷àñîì ïðèçíà÷àòü îñ³á-÷ëåí³â ö³º¿ Êîíñóëüòàö³¿.

²ºðàðõè âèð³øèëè ïðîäîâæóâàòè ³ öüîãî ðîêó âèðàæàòè
ñï³ëüíó äóìêó â³ðíèì öèõ Öåðêîâ ÷åðåç ïîñëàííÿ ç íàãîäè 25-òè
ð³÷÷ÿ ×îðíîáèëüñüêî¿ Àòîìíî¿ Êàòàñòðîôè, Íåçàëåæíîñò³ Óêðà¿íè òà
Ãîëîäîìîðó. Âîíè òàêîæ çáèðàþòüñÿ ñêëàñòè ñï³ëüíîãî ëèñòà äî
óêðà¿íñüêèõ ïîñë³â â Êàíàä³ òà ÑØÀ òà äî óðÿä³â îáèäâîõ êðà¿í
âèðàæàþ÷è ñâîº çàíåïîêîºííÿ ùîäî âåëèêî¿ íåáåçïåêè â Óêðà¿í³,
ÿêùî òåïåð³øí³é óðÿä áóäå ïðîäîâæóâàòè çáëèæóâàòè Óêðà¿íó ç
Ðîñ³ºþ ³ â³äâåðòàòèñü â³ä çàõ³äíî¿ îð³ºíòàö³¿ ïîïåðåäí³õ óðÿä³â. Âåëèêå
çàíåïîêîºííÿ ïðî âòðó÷àííÿ òåïåð³øíüîãî óðÿäó ó öåðêîâíå æèòòÿ
òàêîæ áóäå âèðàæåíå ó ëèñò³, à ñàìå ñèìïàò³ÿ äî Ìîñêîâñüêîãî
Ïàòð³àðõàòó â Óêðà¿í³.

Ñòâîðþþòüñÿ ïëàíè äëÿ ñèìïîç³óìó, ÿêèé ñïîíñîðóº Çóñòð³÷
ó 2013 ðîö³ â ÷åñòü 1025-òè ð³÷÷ÿ Õðåùåííÿ Óêðà¿íè. Ð³øåííÿ ïðî
ì³ñöå, äàòó òà ï³ä³¿ ñèìïîç³óìó áóäå çðîáëåíå íà íàñòóïí³é Çóñòð³÷³.
ßê ï³äãîòîâêà äî ñèìïîç³óìó, ³ñíóº áàæàííÿ ºïèñêîï³â ïîäîðîæóâàòè
äî Êîíñòàíòèíîïîëÿ òà Ðèìó ³ çóñòð³òèñü ³ç Ïàïîþ Áåíåäèêòîì XVI òà
Ïàòð³àðõîì Âàðôîëîìåºì ² ùîá ïîâ³äîìèòè ¿õ ïðî ö³ Çóñòð³÷³ òà
âèðàçèòè ãëèáîêå áàæàííÿ âèð³øèòè ïðîáëåìè, ÿê³ ðîçä³ëÿþòü Ò³ëî
Õðèñòîâå, à òàêîæ íàä³ÿòèñü íà ¿õíþ ï³äòðèìêó çà ïîëàãîäæåííÿ
ºäíîñò³ ó öåðêîâíîìó æèòò³ â Óêðà¿í³.

Íàñòóïíó Çóñòð³÷ çàïëàíîâàíî ïðîâåñòè ó Êåëîâí³, Áð³ò³ø
Êîëóìá³ÿ, Êàíàäà íà âåñí³ 2012 ðîêó.
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Ukrainian Orthodox Word

The annual Encounter of Ukrai-
nian Catholic and Orthodox Hierarchs of
North America met in Clearwater, FL on
January 27-28. The hierarchs have
been gathering since 2001 to discuss
the issues relevant to their respective
dioceses and eparchies and to con-
sider the steps that might be taken to
draw the Churches closer together,
setting an example for ecclesiastical life
in Ukraine.

Participating in this close knit
brotherhood of Ukrainian hierarchs this
year were: Metropolitan Constantine
(Primate and Central Eparch UOCUSA),
Metropolitan Stefan (Primate and Arch-
bishop of Philadelphia Eparchy UCC in
USA), Metropolitan Lawrence (Primate
and Archbishop of Winnipeg UCC of
Canada), Metropolitan Yurij (Primate of
Winnipeg and All-Canada UOC of
Canada), Archbishop Antony (Eastern
Eparch UOCUSA), Bishop Richard
(Bishop of Chicago Eparchy UCC in
USA), Stephen (Bishop of Toronto
Eparchy UCC in Canada), Paul (Bishop
of Stamford Eparchy UCC in USA),
David (Bishop of Edmonton Eparchy,
UCC in Canada), John (Bishop of
Parma Eparchy UCC in USA), Kenneth
(Bishop of New Westminster Eparchy
UCC in Canada), Andriy (Bishop of
Saskatoon UOC of Canada), Daniel
(Western Eparch UOCUSA), and Bryan
(Bishop of Saskatoon Eparchy UCC in
Canada). Bishop Ilarion  (Bishop of
Edmonton UOC of Canada) was unable
to be present this year. Bishop Basil,
(Emeritus of Stamford Eparchy UCC in
USA) was a guest at the meetings.

The theme for this year’s encoun-
ter was: “Possibilities on the Path to
Unity: What We Hold in Common and
Where We Differ”. To broaden discus-
sion on this topic, the hierarchs invited
one priest from each Church to make a
presentation reflecting on this theme.
Rev. Fr. Stephen Wojcichowsky, director
of the Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky
Institute of Eastern Christian Studies at
the University of St. Paul in Ottawa,
Ontario, Canada presented from the
Catholic perspective. V. Rev. Dr. Jaroslav
Buciora, pastor of the Protection of the
Mother of God Cathedral (Sobor) and
professor of theology at St. Andrew
College/Seminary, Winnipeg, Manitoba,
Canada presented from the Orthodox
perspective.

Fr. Stephen summarized some of

the existing dia-
logues that have
taken place be-
tween the Catho-
lic and Orthodox
Churches on a
broader horizon,
The North Ameri-
can Orthodox-
Catholic Consul-
tation, founded in
1965, and the
Joint Committee
of Orthodox and
Catholic Bishops, founded in 1981,
both of which have issued numerous
“agreed statements” concerning the
many elements of faith that the two
sides have in common concerning the
sacraments, theology, dogma, etc. They
have also discussed the most vexing
problems about which agreement is
difficult to establish and Fr. Stephen
presented the thoughts of various
modern Eastern Catholic theologians
about them.

Fr. Jaroslav offered his reflection
“Towards the Future Dialogue of the
Churches” suggesting that the partici-
pants in any such dialogue must be
prepared to answer in depth questions
about themselves and their own ec-
clesiology prior to the initiation of a
serious dialogue and must be prepared
to abandon any prejudice held toward
theologians from the “other” side.
Further, theologians must be included
in the broader dialogues rather than
permitting others to speak in their
behalf. The participants “must be
consistent and theologically mature in
their quest for unity…must listen to one
another…be patient about what has
taken place in history…and not afraid to
look into each other’s eyes with love,
where they will see each other as
brothers…in Christ”.

In their discussion on the theme,
the hierarchs pointed to the develop-
ment of their relationship, which has not
gone unnoticed by various ecclesiasti-
cal bodies throughout the world. When
the Encounters began a decade ago,
the intent was to create an opportunity
for the bishops to become more familiar
with one another and to counter the
incomprehensible conflicts that were
deeply damaging Christ’s Church in
newly independent Ukraine. The bish-
ops in 2011 have seen the need to

move toward the creation of a perma-
nent Ukrainian Orthodox-Catholic Theo-
logical Consultation, which will consist
of both hierarchs and theologians from
both Churches. Each of the four
jurisdictions, two in the USA and two in
Canada, will soon make their appoint-
ments to this Consultation.

The hierarchs decided to continue
this year with their effort to speak with a
common voice to the faithful of the
Churches through Epistles on the
occasion of the 25th Anniversary of the
Chornobyl Nuclear Disaster, Ukrainian
Independence and the Holodomor.
They will also address in the very near
future a common letter to the Canadian
and USA Ambassadors to Ukraine and
to the State Departments of the two
nations expressing their concerns about
the extreme danger the nation of
Ukraine faces if the actions of the
present government continue to align
the nation with Russia. Great concern
will also be expressed about the
interference of the present government
in ecclesiastical life, in particular, the
unmasked favoritism shown for the
Moscow Patriarchal Church of Ukraine.

Plans are now being developed
for a Symposium to be sponsored by
the Encounter in 2013 at the 1025th

Anniversary of the Baptism of Ukraine.
In preparation for this Symposium the
bishops would like to travel to both
Constantinople and Rome to visit with
both Pope Benedict XVI and Patriarch
Bartholomew I to inform them about the
Encounters and to express the deep
desire to resolve the issues that divide
the Body of Christ, as well as to seek
their support for united ecclesiastical
life in Ukraine.

The 2012 Encounter is tentatively
scheduled to be held in British Colum-
bia, Canada.

Ukrainian Hierarchs Encounter

Hierarchs who attended the January 2011 Encounter in
Clearwater, Florida, decide to expand their future goals.
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St. Andrew’s Society
of the UOC of the USA held
its General Membership
Meeting on Wednesday,
October 27, 2010 after the
first full day of plenary
sessions of the 19th Regu-
lar Sobor of the Church that
took place at the Church’s
spiritual and administrative
headquarters in South
Bound Brook, NJ. During
the meeting, which was held
in the Library of the
Metropolia Center in South
Bound Brook, NJ, reports
were given by the officers of
the Society, the auditing
review was accepted and
elections of the officers for
the upcoming term was
held.

His Eminence Arch-
bishop Antony, President of
the Consistory of the UOC
of the USA and His Grace
Bishop Daniel, the Ruling
Hierarch of the Western
Eparchy of the UOC of the
USA participated in the
evening session of the
meeting, expressing the
gratitude of the hierarchs,
clergy and the faithful of the
Church to the members of
St. Andrew Society for their

devotion and charitable
work in Ukraine.

This relatively small
but very active organization

of the UOC of the USA,
since its establishment in
1990, has raised $1,003,000
for their various programs of
humanitarian and religious
aid to the Faithful Orthodox
Christians in Ukraine.

The major efforts sup-
ported by St. Andrew’s
Society have been: humani-
tarian (soup kitchens for

needy elderly and orphan-
age support totaling

$ 3 5 7 , 0 0 0 ) ,
t h e o l o g i c a l
s e m i n a r i e s
and scholar-
ships (includ-
ing the Rev.
L e w y t z k y j
Fund, totaling
$255,000), res-
toration of St.
Michael’s Mon-
astery in Kyiv

(Rebuilding of the historic
Cathedral destroyed by the
communist state under
Josef Stalin - $115,000),

St. Andrew’s Society Holds Meeting:
Outreach Projects to Ukraine Top One Million

Join St. Andrew’s Society and help us reach those in
need in Ukraine. For only $12 per year or $100 for a
Lifetime membership, you too can support the outreach.
Contributions to the charitable work of the Society may
be sent to the treasurer: Mr. Vitali Vizir, 1023 Yorkshire
Drive, Los Altos, CA 94024

For further information concerning the outreach
programs or membership to the Society, please contact
Deacon Ihor Mahlay at 440-582-1051 or
imahlay@yahoo.com.

Visit our web site at http://www.uocofusa.org/
st_andrew_uos.html to learn more.

and various
church resto-
rations, publi-
cations, or
medical pro-
jects (totaling
$274,000).

Presently,
St. Andrew’s
Society con-

tinues feeding
the needy eld-
erly in Ukraine
in the Soup
Kitchens, pro-
vides Semi-
nary Scholar-
ships (the Rev.
L e w y t s k y j
Fund) and sup-
ports children

in orphanages
of Ukraine.

During the
Sobor pro-
c e e d i n g s ,
scholarships
were awarded
from the Rev.
L e w y t z k y j
Fund to the
three students

from Ukraine, Subdeacons
Vasyl Pasakas, Andriy
Matlak and Vasyl Dovgan,
who were previous scholar-

ship recipients from the Rev.
Lewytzkyj Fund and are
now studying at St. Sophia
Ukrainian Orthodox Theo-
logical Seminary in New
Jersey. Throughout the
days of the Sobor, member-
ship in the Society grew as
delegates learned about the
impact of the work of the
Society, and choose to lend
their voice and financial
support to further the reach
of these humanitarian pro-
grams.

Elected officers for the
next term were: Rev. Dea-
con Dr. Ihor Mahlay: presi-
dent, Dr. Paul Micevych:
vice president, and Vitali
Vizir: treasurer. Elected to
the Board of Directors, in
addition to the president and
vice president as ex officio
members, were Michael
Heretz, Oksana Bakum,
and Luba Lewytzkyj . The
auditing committee includes
Nikolaus Andrianiw, and
Wlacheslaw Wyshnewsky.
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The 60th anniversary
of the founding of St. Luke
Church, Warners, NY was
joyfully celebrated by clergy
and faithful gathered on
Sunday, November 14,
2010. His Eminence Arch-
bishop Antony,
President of the
Consistory, cel-
ebrated the Di-
vine Liturgy with
the assistance
of St. Luke’s
pastor, newly or-
dained Rev.
Borislav Kroner,
V. Rev. Ihor
Krekhovetsky of
St Mary Protec-
tress Church, Rochester,
NY and V. Rev. John Semko
of St Mary Church, Herkimer,
NY, all of the New York
Deanery. St. Sophia semi-
narians accompanied His
Eminence. The Parish Board
President, Gregory Lisn-
yczyj, Sisterhood Presi-
dent, Valentina Zownirenko
and Starosta, Aleksandre
Dobyuk, greeted the digni-
taries at the church en-
trance with the traditional
salt and bread.

Victor Sinenko was
tonsured a Reader by
Archbishop Antony, who
reminded the new Reader of
his responsibility to be
completely prepared each
time he is to read in Church
and the faithful present were
charged with the responsi-
bility of remembering Reader
Victor in their prayers that
he might discern a call from
our Lord, it there is one, to
prepare for elevation to the
ranks of the Holy Priest-

hood. The church was filled
with fellow parishioners and
guests from neighboring
parishes.

The Archbishop chal-
lenged all to celebrate the
60th anniversary not only

with a beautiful banquet at
the Lord’s Table and another
in the parish hall, but
beyond the confines of both
those edifices. He spoke of
the joy experienced by the
Disciples of our Lord on
Mount Tabor, the site of the
Holy Transfiguration, where
they caught a glimpse of the
Resurrected Son of God, a
joy that they did not want to
leave behind. Our Lord
taught His Disciples that it
was necessary to go down
the mountain and back into
the world to transform the
course of human history.
His Eminence called upon
all present to go back into
the world, to come down off
the mountain, and make
Christ real in the lives of all
they meet by simply being
Christ and sharing His Love
for all in all circumstances.

Following Divine Lit-
urgy, everyone was invited
to an “Agape Feast” pre-
pared by the members of St.

Luke Parish Sisterhood.
Greg Lisnyczyj served as
Master of Ceremonies and
past president of the parish
board, Leonid Jemetz, of-
fered a summary of the
historical highlights of St.

Luke parish
and how the
p r e s e n t
church was
built because
of the love and
dedication of
its members.

V i s i t i n g
priests, includ-
ing Frs. Ihor,
Ivan and Zinovy
Zharsky of St.

John the Baptist Parish,
Johnson City, NY, offered
congratulatory remarks in
behalf of their parish mem-
bers. Seminarian Andriy
Matlak greeted in the name
of all St. Sophia seminar-
ians and expressed most

St. Luke Parish in Warners, NY Celebrates 60th Anniversary
sincere gratitude to Mrs.
Valentyna Hursky for the
benefits they receive from
the Scholarship Fund she
established in memory of
her late husband Yakiw.

Fr. Borislav, the pastor
of St. Luke, expressed his
great joy at being part of this
celebration only a few
weeks after his ordination
as priest and appointment
to the parish. “We have
accomplished a lot in a
short time for 60 years is a
short time in the scheme of
God’s plan. We have great
faith in a brighter future for
our unique parish under the
patronage of St. Luke.”

Archbishop Antony
gave the closing remarks
and the benediction and
declared his deep gratitude
to Fr. Borislav and his family
for the gift of the beautiful
vestments he wore during
the Divine Liturgy that day.

The Consistory became aware on February 14 of a tragedy that
occurred at St. Luke Church: The roof of the parish social center caved
in and damage to the building is extensive. According to Parish Board
Vice President Peter Tymchenko, as it was related to CNY Central
News agency, he arrived at the church at about 1 p.m. in advance of
work crews who would have cleared the snow from the roof. He says
he was inside the building when he saw chunks of insulation falling
from the ceiling. Tymchenko then heard creaking and a loud crash. It
is fortunate the collapse did not happen over the weekend when the
hall would have been full of parishioners.

The Consistory has established a special fund to assist the
parish with expenses that will not be covered by their insurance policy.
Please consider assisting St. Luke Parish in Warners in their time of
need by sending your generous donations to: St. Luke’s Fund,
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA, PO Box 495, South Bound
Brook, NJ 08880.

Urgent: Prayers and Assistance Needed
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Despite the wintry
conditions and the snow,
over 35 parishioners gath-
ered for the 3rd Annual
Family Outing at Dave and
Buster’s on December 27.
This great event was spon-
sored by the UOL chapters
and organized by Dori
Nemeth and Andi Swan.

Shut-ins of the parish
were visited and serenaded

blessing of water. Oleh and
Natalie Bilynsky and Anatolij
and Vera Sufler made the
event possible.

On January 23, with
participation of many, Fr.
Taras Naumenko blessed
the ice cross generously
donated by the “godfather’s”
of the ice cross David
Sembrot and Michael
Fesnyak.

Nearly 200
faithful and visi-
tors to St. Vol-
odymyr Cathe-
dral in Chicago,
IL gathered to
celebrate the
feast day of the
Divine Manifes-
tation of our
Lord. The ser-
vices were led
by His Grace
Bishop Daniel,
who returned to
the cathedral for his first
service following a recent
hospitalization.

In his sermon Vladyka
Daniel reflected on the feast
of Theophany, explaining to
the faithful that Christ’s
baptism in the Jordan was
“theophany,” a manifesta-

tion” is also
expressed in
Scripture with
the symbol-
ism of light.
Thus, the Di-
vine Manifes-
tation is also
known as the
Feast of
Lights. The
Church cel-
ebrates on
this day the
illumination of

the world by the light of
Christ.

In addition, the bishop
reflected upon his personal
faith journey, describing his
own baptism in (Soviet)
Ukraine by a priest in the
basement of his house. The
bishop then connected his
reflection to the very first

Winter Activities at St. Vladimir Cathedral in Philadelphia

with Nativity carols. They
also received cookies and
handmade cards prepared
by the Church School
children.

On January 18, the
parish gathered for “Holodna
Kutya” Theophany Eve sup-
per. This fast was typically
very strict with many not
eating at all during the day.
This tradition of fasting

resulted in the supper that
evening being named
“Holodna” (hungry) Kutya.
Kutya, boiled seasoned
wheat, is served first and
should be eaten to the last
grain. The strict fast menu
for the Theophany Eve
supper is similar to Christ-
mas Eve.

After supper everyone
participated in the first

tion of God to the world,
because it was the begin-
ning of our Lord’s public
ministry. It was also a
“theophany” in that the world
was granted a revelation of
the Holy Trinity. All three
Persons were made mani-
fest together. The theme of
“manifestation” or “revela-

baptism he conducted as a
young priest  in one of the
orphanages sponsored by
the Church, calling upon the
faithful to recall the meaning
of their own baptism and
Christian vocation.

Following the Divine
Liturgy, the bishop, as-
sisted by Archimandrite
Pankratij, pastor of the
cathedral parish family, V.
Rev. Fr. Andriy Shelvakh
and Rev. Fr. Taras Maximtsiv
sanctified the water.

On Theophany Eve,
His Grace made an arch-
pastoral visit to Ss. Peter
and Paul Parish in Palos
Park, IL, where he served
the Divine services of the
day with Rev. Fr. Vasyl
Sendeha, a pastor of the
parish community , assist-
ing the bishop.

Theophany at St. Volodymyr Cathedral in Chicago
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On Sunday, November
14, hundred of residents of

On Sunday, Decem-
ber 12, 2010, the Council of
Orthodox Clergy of Greater
Cleveland held its 18th

Annual Nativity Concert.
This year, the con-

cert was hosted at St. Mary
Romanian Orthodox Cathe-
dral in Cleveland, Ohio.
Participating were 11 choirs
representing Ukrainian,
Greek, Serbian, Russian,
Romanian, Antiochian and
American Orthodox par-
ishes.

St. Vladimir Ukrai-
nian Orthodox Cathedral,
Parma, represented our

Commemoration of Holodomor

Parma and Greater Cleve-
land gathered to commemo-

Ukrainian Orthodox Church.
Directed by Markian
Komichak, the choir sang a
medley of traditional Ukrai-
nian carols. Twenty-six
members of the thirty-five
member choir traveled in a
snow storm to participate.
St. Vladimir’s has both an
English and a Ukrainian
choir, which sing the re-
sponses to the two Liturgies
every Sunday. St. Vladimir’s
Cathedral choir can be
heard by listening to the
consecration of Bishop
Daniel in May, 2009.

Local clergy serve a memorial service at the Famine
Monument at St. Vladimir Cathedral, Parma, OH

Activities at St. Vladimir Cathedral in Parma, OH

For over 20 years, the
tradition of making a cross
out of ice to celebrate
Theophany has been a part
of the landscape of State
Road in the heart of
Ukrainian Village in Parma.

The cross, made of
900 pounds of ice, was
constructed by six men of
St. Vladimir Cathedral and
stood over 10 feet tall.

The clergy and faithful
of the Cathedral blessed the
cross following the
Theophany Divine Liturgy on
Wednesday, January 19th.
Pictures of the process of
construction of the cross
can be viewed on the parish
website at http://
www.stvladimirs.org by
clicking on the photo
gallery.

Ice Cross Tradition Continues

David Woznak, Steven Dobronos, Mike Dobronos, Michael
Nakonachny, Hans M. Harasimchuk and Hans Harasimchuk,
with the ice cross they constructed for the Cathedral parish.

rate the over-7 million men,
women and children who
perished during the Artificial
Famine in Ukraine in 1932-
33.

The event began at
Parma City Hall, where
Mayor Dean DePiero passed
the Candle of Memory to
youth of Plast and SUM.
With a police car escort,
these young people ran two
miles with the flame to the
Famine Monument on the
grounds of St. Vladimir
Cathedral.

At the Monument, a
memorial service (Pana-
chyda) was served by ten
priests and two deacons
representing seven local

Ukrainian parishes. Re-
sponses were sung by the
St. Vladimir Cathedral Choir.

The commemoration
concluded with a showing of
the Hollywood film “Ho-
lodomor” in the St. Vladimir
Cultural Center. Also a part
of the commemoration by
the community was the
flying of Ukrainian flags at
half-staff at local churches,
credit unions and busi-
nesses.

On Saturday, Novem-
ber 27, at 12:00 noon, the
church bells tolled the
funeral toll in solidarity with
the commemoration in
Ukraine on the National Day
of Mourning.Christmas Orthodox Choral Concert
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On Sunday, January
16, His Grace Bishop Daniel
visited Holy Archangel
Michael Pro-Cathedral in
Hammond, IN.

Bishop Daniel was
greeted by parish board
President Anna Wozniak
and Vice President John
Lenhart, as well as Rt. Rev.
Fr. Raymond Sundland,
pastor. They all commented
on how pleased and relieved
they were to have him at the
parish, particularly after his
unexpected stay in the
hospital. His Grace in turn
expressed how truly touched
he was by the outpouring of
love he received from the
parish while in the hospital.

Bishop Daniel began
his sermon with the story of
a little girl learning in
Sunday school that we are
all on a spiritual journey in
our lives and should prepare
for the encounter with our
Creator. He then opened his
heart to the congregation
and described how his
hospital experience had
changed his outlook on
aspects of his life. One such
aspect was his age. He
explained that for years he
had been telling himself that
when he was a little older, he
was going to make some
improvements in his life, and

while he was in the hospital
he was told that he was
middle-aged. The bishop
went on to say that those
words rang strong in his
head and he decided he
could no longer say to
himself, “when I’m a little
older”, instead, the time is

Archpastoral Visit to Holy Archangel Michael Pro-Cathedral
By Subdeacon John Charest

now. The parish family was
challenged to make the
necessary changes in their
lives as well, and that
although the parish is doing
good things, they need to do
more, because the notion of
“good enough” mentality is
the worst enemy of “the
best”.

In the Litany of Fervent
Supplication, Bishop Daniel
added petitions for those
entering seminaries, mon-
asteries, and the holy
priesthood. His Grace also
prayed for the youth of the
church and for their parents.
Vladyka Daniel also re-
membered a former pastor
of the St. Michael parish,

After the Divine Liturgy
on October 31, parish
members and friends par-
ticipated in a Walk-A-Thon
at St. Mary’s in Bridgeport,
CT and realized $1,100 in
pledges and donations. The
fellowship of Orthodox
Churches of Connecticut
(FORCC) also held walk-a-
thons, as did parishes from
San Francisco to St. Louis,
from Louisville to Bridge-
port. The reason for this

Mission Walk 2010 for Turkana, Kenya

now His Eminence Arch-
bishop Antony, who soon
would be celebrating 25
years as a bishop.

Following a festive pot-
luck luncheon, the congre-
gation was treated to a
beautiful homemade cake
to celebrate January birth-
days, including Fr. Ray’s.
The bishop concluded by
sharing a vision of the
various ministries of the
Church, encouraging the
membership to actively
participate in the encamp-
ments of All Saints Camp,
as well as to look for new
projects, and to reach out to
a local community, assist-
ing those who are in need.

endeavor is to provide a
means of getting water to
this area.

Fr. and Matushka
Aleandreo from Christ the
Savior Church in Southbury,
CT visited the people of
Turkana several times,
preaching and teaching
about Orthodoxy. They also
physically helped build a
church with a group from
OCMC. Fr. Aleandreo stated
that the most pressing need

for the people of Turkana is
obtaining clean water, one
of the rarest commodities in
the region. This area of
Kenya is ravaged by cycli-
cal drought, which often
wreaks havoc on the live-
stock that lay at the heart of
the Turkana culture and
economy. These drought
periods force the people to
walk more than ten miles to
obtain clean water.

Despite these
struggles, the team of Frs.
Aleanreo, Vladimir,
Makarios and Zachariah
were always greeted with
song and dance. OCMC
reports that the construc-
tion of a well will begin this
year in the village of
Loupwala. The mission
priests are working with His
Eminence Makarios to fur-
ther establish the Church in
northern Kenya.
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An intimate crowd
gathered on January 14 to
celebrate the Julian New
Year with a Divine Liturgy
and were especially pleased
to be joined by His Grace
Bishop Daniel. The faithful
were also celebrating the
feast of St. Basil the Great,
the patron saint of Fr. Vasyl
Sendeha, their pastor.

During his sermon, His
Grace encouraged his flock
to use the American New
Year’s tradition of making
resolutions for the benefit of
our Christian lives. He urged
making a commitment to
our faith through love. His
Grace added that his
message was inspired by

Activities at Ss. Peter and Paul in Palos Park

the love and support he
received during his brief stay
in the hospital. It was
difficult for him to be absent
from the Nativity celebra-
tions, but he viewed his
unexpected illness as a
blessing in disguise.

At the conclusion of
the Divine Liturgy, Fr. Vasyl
and his family treated
everyone to lunch to cel-
ebrate the New Year and his
Patron Saints’ Day. This
was an especially nice
gesture since His Grace
was assisted by Seminar-
ian Vasyl Pasakas, who
also was celebrating his
name’s day.

Julian New Year and Feast of St. Basil
Kutia, homemade

varenyky, fish, stuffed cab-
bage and other traditional
foods were
shared by over
60 parishioners
and friends at
the annual Nativ-
ity Eve potluck
dinner on Janu-
ary 6.

Fr. Vasyl
Sendeha offered
the prayer and
greeted everyone
for the upcoming
holiday.

Those present antici-
pated Bishop Daniel arriving
for the Holy Evening Supper

Christmas Eve Holy Supper
and Vigil Service, but
unfortunately, His Grace
was not able to attend

because of an
unexpected and
sudden hospital-
ization. However,
he was still spiritu-
ally present thanks
to a phone call
from him in which
he greeted the
faithful. The choir
then  chanted car-
ols for him under
the capable direc-

tion of George Cepynsky.
Fr. Vasyl served a Vigil

Service which concluded
the evening.

Fr. Vasyl Sendeha, pastor, with the Sunday school students
of the parish who decorated the church for Christmas under
the leadership and guidance of Victoria Rak and her girls.

Before moving to Phila-
delphia, Fr. Taras Naumenko

had the privelege of present-
ing the Alpha and Omega
Award for Boy Scouts to
Alec Masur the at Ss. Peter
and Paul Church. Alec
worked for two years to
achieve this award.

Alec Masur had to
complete a variety of activi-
ties, assignments, commu-
nity and church service
projects in order to be
eligible for this award. He did
a great job  and is wished
many more blessed years!

Bishop Daniel
sends greetings
through a phone
conversation from
the hospital.

Scouting Award Presented
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St. Andrew Church of
Los Angeles was once
again honored by the visit of
His Grace Bishop Daniel,
whose presence made the
annual St. Andrew Feast
Day celebration on Decem-
ber 12 even more memo-
rable. The parish was also
honored by the presence of
Very Rev. Vasile Sauciur,
Dean of the West Coast
Deanery and pastor of St.
Vladimir Pro-Cathedral in
Los Angeles, and V. Rev.
Myron Mykhaylyuk, pastor
of Protection of the Mother
of God Parish of San Diego.

Also concelebrating
the Divine Liturgy with their
hierarch were V. Rev. Vasyl
Shtelen, pastor of St.
Andrew Parish, with parish
Deacon Oleh Saciuk and
guest Deacon Nicholas
Denysenko, professor of
liturgical studies at Loyola
Marymount University, with
the assistance of Subdea-
con Gary Gebet, Subdea-
con Andriy Matlak, a
seminarian of St. Sophia
Theological Seminary in
South Bound Brook, NJ,
Subdeacon David De Jesus,
and altar servers Mykola
Sauciur and John Astalis.

On Saturday morning,
His Grace visited Los
Angeles Metropolitan Area
School of Ukrainian Lan-
guage and Traditions “Ridna
Shkola”. The children pre-
pared a small concert and
shared with the bishop the
precepts of Christian Eth-

ics, Ukrainian lan-
guage and history
that they learn every
Saturday of the
school year. The
bishop also had an
opportunity to visit
with the teachers
and parents of the
children to discuss
social and moral
challenges.

The parish celebra-
tions of St. Andrew Patron
Feast Day began on Satur-
day evening with Great
Vespers, after which many
faithful partook in the Holy
Mystery of Repentance
(Confession). Following Ves-
pers, the bishop addressed
the faithful of the parish
reflecting upon the legacy of
the patron saint of the parish
family. The evening con-
cluded with a coffee hour.

On Sunday morning,
His Grace was escorted in
procession to the church
where he was greeted by the
parish pastor, Fr. Shtelen.
He was then welcomed by
Sisterhood president, Luda
Tolmachov, with a tradi-
tional festive bread which
she baked, and which His
Grace promised to take
home, remembering her
great culinary prowess.

His Grace then en-
tered the church, vested,
and celebrated the Divine
Liturgy. The concelebration
of the Liturgy by three
priests and two deacons
with their hierarch was

something to which the
parishioners were not ac-
customed. As always, the
church choir, under the
direction of Greg Hallick,
was truly magnificent. At
the veneration of the Cross,
the faithful were anointed
and received the blessing of
His Grace. Each parishio-
ner received a memorial gift
– an icon of the upcoming
feast of the Nativity.

Following the Liturgy,
Vladyka Daniel was wel-
comed in the church hall by
the president of the parish
board, Dr. Andriy Olesijuk,
who also served as master
of ceremonies. His Grace
blessed the great feast, and
all guests were treated to
the type of delicious dinner
which only the sisters of the
parish are able to prepare.

Entertainment during
the banquet was provided by
bass-baritone Mykola
Zlidenny, immediate past
parish board president, and
by singers of the Kobzar
choir under the direction of
Greg Hallick.

The parish was also
honored to welcome Fr.

St. Andrew Feast Day in Los Angeles, CA
By Deacon Oleh Saciuk

Myron Mykyta, pas-
tor of the Nativity of
the Mother of God
Ukrainian Catholic
Church in Los Ange-
les, CA, as well as
many guests from
that parish and from
St. Andrew Parish’s
sister parish of the
St. Vladimir Pro-

Cathedral.
At the conclusion of

the dinner, Bishop Daniel
reflected on the legacy of
the St. Andrew parish,
which is nearing the cel-
ebration of its 60th anniver-
sary in 2011 and reminded
all that the true legacy of the
parish, as well as of all
Ukrainian Orthodox Chris-
tians, must be not in the
buildings they leave behind,
but in their charity towards
others. He spoke in particu-
lar of the charitable work
which the St. Andrew
Society has done through
its soup kitchens and food
drives for the needy in
Ukraine. A collection was
then taken for the St.
Andrew Society, and many
of those present resolved to
take up their crosses and to
dedicate themselves to
helping the needy.

Everyone present,
young and old alike, re-
joiced in the visit of their
hierarch and in the opportu-
nity to speak with him in
person and to receive his
blessings.
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Bishop Daniel Visits St. Vladimir Pro-Cathedral in Los Angeles

On Sunday, Decem-
ber 19, St. Katherine Parish
in Arden Hills, MN honored
the legacy of St. Nicholas
through their annual cel-
ebration and festivities.

Prior to the celebra-
tion, the children learned the
background and history of
St. Nicholas, who was born
long ago to a wealthy family
in Lycia, Asia Minor (now
Turkey). Orphaned at an
early age, St. NIcholas was
a very generous man who
gave away his wealth to the
poor and underprivileged.

This year’s celebration
was especially meaningful
due to the efforts of the
parish youth to supply
shoes to the Puhachiv
Orphanage in Ukraine. The

On the weekend of
December 17, St. Vladimir
Parish in Los Angeles, CA
received a visit from His
Grace Bishop Daniel.
Friday’s itinerary included a
visit to Loyola Marymount
University in Los Angeles.
Deacon Nicholas E.
Denysenko, PhD, Profes-
sor of Theology at the
university, extended an
invitation to the bishop to be
introduced to the faculty and
the Huffington Ecumenical
Institute members.

On Saturday after-
noon, Bishop Daniel had a
formal meeting with the
Ukrainian Orthodox clergy

of the Los Angeles area, V.
Rev. Vasile Sauciur of St.
Vladimir Pro-Cathedral, V.
Rev. Vasyl Shtelen and Fr.
Deacon Oleh Sasiuk of St.
Andrew Parish. His Grace
shared his vision of the
pastoral ministry in the 21st
Century and a number of
creative ideas were dis-
cussed.

Vespers were then
celebrated at the parish by
Fr. Vasile and Dn. Oleh, as
His Grace presided. After
Vespers, His Grace deliv-
ered a short sermon reflect-
ing on the challenges our
society faces as we strive
for Christian perfection.

Even though the
weather was unusually rainy
for Southern California, the
parishioners left the comfort
of their homes on Sunday  to
meet and greet Bishop
Daniel for the Feast of St.
Nicholas.

At the Divine Liturgy,
His Grace Bishop Daniel
concelebrated with V Rev.
Vasile Sauciur, Rev.
Jonathan Netaniu, from the
Republic of Moldova, and
Deacon Oleh Saciuk. As-
sisting at the altar were
Subdeacons Gary Gebet,
Vasyl Pasakas, Juan David
De Jesus, altar servers
William Krivsky, Mykola

Sauciur and John Astalis.
The choir sang the re-
sponses under the talented
directing hand of Debora
Kaspersky, and chanting by
Reader Alex Wlasenko.

After the Liturgy every-
one was invited to the hall for
a tasty dinner prepared by
talented cooks of the parish.
A concert was presented by
the children of the parish
Ukrainian school. Each
child received a nice present
from Saint Nicholas, sent
through the hands of Bishop
Daniel. Afterwards, parish-
ioners spoke with His Grace
about various topics.

tions. With all of the donated
shoes lining the edge of the
stage in the church hall, it
was truly a sight to see!

The program began
with the entrance of St.
Nicholas as the children and
older youth welcomed him
with Ukrainian Christmas
Carols. They then recited
Ukrainian poems and sang
English carols. St. Nicholas
then shared a few words
about how it is more blessed

The Spirit of Giving: St. Nicholas Day Celebration in Arden Hills
by John Micevycz

children, all girls, of this
orphanage have special
needs and many have
severe physical disabilities.

After learning of the
needs of the orphanage from
Bishop Daniel, the youth of
the parish, led by altar boys
John and Paul Micevych,
asked and received permis-
sion from Fr. Petro Siwko to
take on the project. They
researched the exact sizes
needed for the children,
created flyers, pursued
donations, and purchased
the remaining needed shoes.
The effort culminated in the
St. Nicholas Day program
when all families were
invited to join in the spirit of
giving by bringing new or
gently used shoe dona-

to give than to receive and
how happy he was that the
children were helping the
orphans in Ukraine.

Despite the blustery
Minnesota winter weather,
St. Nicholas brought gift
bags and candy to each of
the children. The celebra-
tion was highlighted by the
wonderful home-made pizza
prepared by Dobrodijka
Bohuslawa and enjoyed by
the entire parish.
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After the December
12, Divine Liturgy the
parishioners of St. Andrew
in Boston were treated to a
banquet in honor of its
patron saint, St. Andrew the
First Called Apostle.  Diners
feasted on lobster bisque
and filet of sole traditionally
prepared by the men of the
parish and led by Michael
Maggiani, a professional
chef and friend of St.
Andrew’s, who has volun-
teered his services at this
annual event for the past ten
years.  Entertainment was
provided by the youth of the
parish who performed an
adaptation of “A Charlie
Brown Christmas.”

On January 6, the Eve
of the Nativity of Christ, the
faithful of the parish gath-
ered for the Great Compline
and Blessing of Wheat,
Wine, and Oil. The dedi-
cated Choir of St. Andrew

under the direction of Mr.
Gene Moroz sang the
responses beginning by
proclaiming, “God is with
us” and ending with the
traditional singing of “Eter-
nal God.”  After the service
over 70 people attended the
Holy Supper - Sviat Vechir,
prepared by Fr. Roman,
Pani Matushka Lydia and
many dedicated workers
who spent numerous days
making the 12 traditional
dishes.

The next day, January
7, the Divine Liturgy was
offered in celebration of the
Nativity of Our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ.  The
church was beautifully deco-

rated with red poinsettias
and the Christmas tree,
decorated by the youth and
adorned with many orna-
ments made by the children
throughout the years. The
choir, under the direction of

Christmas in South Plainfield, NJ

Fr. Ivan Synevskyy and parishioners of the Nativity of the
Blessed Virgin Parish.

St. Andrew in Boston Celebrates the Christmas Season
Jane Yavarow, sang the
many special responses. It
was uplifting to see the
church full of many recent
immigrants and long stand-
ing parishioners worship-
ping together on this festive
day.

On January 16, the
traditional New Year’s Ma-
lanka Covered Dish Lun-
cheon was held after the
Divine Liturgy.  To round out
the day, the choir sang
traditional carols as many
from the audience joined
them.

Theophany, the Bap-
tism of Our Lord, was
celebrated on January 19,
with the traditional sanctifi-
cation of water after the

Divine Liturgy. After the
blessing service, the faithful
filled their containers to take
some holy water home with
them.  The celebration of the
Great Blessing of Water
serves as a reminder that
when we are baptized, we
are baptized into Christ!
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On Sunday, November 21, the
clergy and faithful of St. Vladimir
Cathedral, Parma, OH, honored Pani
Matka Ann Hankavich on the 60th

anniversary  of her service as a Pani
Matka and her 50th year of dedicated
service to the Cathedral parish.

At the conclusion of the Divine
Liturgy, the clergy approached Pani
Matka Ann, who was seated in the
front pew, to announce that they were
celebrating her 60th/50th anniversary. A
corsage was pinned on her dress and
the clergy served a Moleben for God’s
blessings upon her. Responses were
sung by the combined English and
Ukrainian choirs. A Hramota of
Recognition from His Beatitude
Metropolitan Constantine was then
presented to her.

Following the Liturgy, over 160
people attended the Thanksgiving
Dinner in the parish cultural center.
The entire program was dedicated to
Pani Matka Ann, with greetings and
words of love and respect from the
parish’s other Pani Matkas, represen-
tatives of organizations, and family.

Pani Matka Ann was born in

His Beatitude,
Metropolitan Con-
stantine, as has
become a tradition,
attended the fourth
annual Pre-Nativity
Benefit Choral Con-
cert for THEOS,
the Three Hier-
archs Eastern Or-
thodox School in
Pittsburgh. The
School, estab-
lished 13 years
ago, provides a complete
Pre-School - 8th grade
program fully accredited by
the state of Pennsylvania,
and is a well-recognized
pan-Orthodox success story
in Western Pennsylvania.

The concert, held De-
cember 12, 2010 at Holy
Cross Parish in Mt. Leba-

non, featured per-
formances of li-
turgical chant and
popular carols by
THEOS students,
and as a widely-
appreciated show
of Orthodox unity
in diversity, per-
formances of fa-
vorite traditional
carols and liturgi-
cal selections by

Metropolitan  Constantine  Blesses  Benefit  Concert

His Beatitude Metropolitan Constantine with the THEOS
students and choirs

Western Ukraine. At 11, she traveled
with her mother, Sophia Cherebacha,
to Canada to join her father Hryhoryj in
Kirkland Lake, Ontario, Canada.

After high school she moved to
Winnipeg, Manitoba where she was a
secretary at the Consistory of the UOC
of Canada and Dean of Women for St.
Andrew’s College. It is there that she
met Stephen Hankavich, a seminarian
from Ss. Peter and Paul Church in
Youngstown, Ohio. They were married
in September of 1950 and on
December 4, Fr. Stephen was
ordained into the Holy Priesthood.

Fr. Stephen and Pani Matka Ann
then began their service to Christ’s
Church at the Assumption of the Virgin

Mary parish in Northampton, PA,
where they remained for ten years.  In
1960, they accepted the assignment
to St. Vladimir Parish then in
Cleveland, but now in Parma.  On June
20, 1997, after 47 years of faithful
service in the Holy Priesthood, Fr.
Stephen entered into eternity and was
buried in Youngstown, OH.

Pani Matka Ann, however,
continued her labor of love for Christ’s
Holy Church.  She was president of St.
Ann Sisterhood, as well as the 60+
Club, vice-president of the Pyrohy
Group and a member of the Senior
UOL chapter.  She assists with the
Ukrainian School by volunteering her
services in the parish library. Most
important is her attendance at all
Sunday and Holy Day Liturgies, as
well as the Wednesday morning
Moleben service.

Truly the Lord has blessed the
clergy and parish of St. Vladimir
Cathedral with such a dynamic
individual and we pray that our Lord will
bless Pani Matka Ann with good
health and much happiness for many
years.  Mnohiya Lita!

choirs from local Antio-
chian, Carpatho-Russian,
Greek, OCA, Russian
(ROCOR), Serbian, and, of
course, Ukrainian parishes.
At the conclusion, all choirs
performed selections to-
gether. The choir of Ss.
Peter and Paul Parish in
Carnegie represented our
Ukrainian tradition.

His Beatitude, Metro-
politan Constantine gave
the opening blessing for the
concert and the blessing of
the Lenten food for the
fellowship social that fol-
lowed. Also in attendance
was His Grace, Bishop
Melchizedek of the OCA
Diocese of Pittsburgh and
Western Pennsylvania.

More information on
the school is available at
www.theos school.org.

Parma Cathedral Honors Pani Matka Ann Hankavich

His Beatitude Metropolitan Constantine and His
Grace Bishop Melchizedek with THEOS admin-
istrators and representatives of the Greater
Pittsburgh Orthodox Clergy Brotherhood.
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Refusing to forgive some-
one who hurt us is a
dangerous spiritual affliction
that affects our families, our
parishes, and ourselves. It
even reaches deep into
society.

The commandment to
forgive is crucial in the
Christian life. In the parable of
the “Wicked Servant” (also
call the “Ten Thousand Tal-
ents” in Matthew 28), the Lord
Jesus Christ firmly warns that if we do
not forgive our brother, then God will
not forgive us.

The parable uncovers a demand-
ing moral requirement. It discusses
how a King forgave the debt of a
servant. Yet, the servant refused to
forgive the smaller debt of another
servant. His heart was so hard that he
threw the second servant in jail.

What motivated the servant’s
cruel behavior? Why did he withhold
his joy from the second servant? What
prevented him from imitating the noble
behavior of the King? Why didn’t he
show the same compassion the king
imparted to him?

The servant was selfish and

ungrateful. The
servant har-
bored vindic-
tiveness rather
than rejoicing.
Vindictiveness
is a caustic
polluter of soul
that prevents a
person from
showing com-
passion on oth-
ers.

We are like
the first ser-
vant when we

gain forgiveness from God but refuse to
forgive those who have offended us. If
self-absorption captures our soul, if we
nurture the pain that an offense causes
us and build a wall of anger around it,
then we become susceptible to the
selfishness and ingratitude that
afflicted the soul of the first servant.
This is a spiritual malady of the first
order that can lead us to distance
ourselves from God. It can even lead to
spiritual death.

The Lord commands us that if we
have offended our brother, we should
leave our gift before and make our
restitution (Mt. 5:2). Our gift will be
acceptable to God only if we first
reconcile with our brother. “If you are

offering your gift at the altar, and there
you remember that your brother has
something against you, leave your gift
there before the altar and go; first be
reconciled to your brother, and them
come and offer your gift (Mt. 5:24).

The commandment is crystal
clear. We need to forgive those who
trespass against us before God will
forgive us our trespasses. We are
debtors to God. We are saved through
His mercy. “ Lord, if You should mark
iniquities, Lord who could stand? But
there with Your there is forgiveness”
(Ps. 129:3-4 LXX). We have accumu-
lated many sins but the Lord is faithful
to forgive them if we forgive others.

Forgiving others is possible only
by the power of God. When we forgive,
we discover it heals the pain caused by
the offense against us. Anger abates,
and the self-absorption that kills
compassion finds no home in our
heart. We start to fulfill the command
to be holy even as our Father in heaven
is Holy.

How do we start to forgive? We
obey the scriptural command to pray
for those who offend or persecute us.
Prayer opens the heart to the power of
God that makes forgiveness possible.
We follow the example of Christ who
prayed when hanging on the Cross,
“Father forgive them, for they know not
what they do (Lk. 23:34).”

Anniversaries
Ordination

March/
April

Forgiveness

Rev. Fr. George Bazylevsky March 08, 2003
Rev. Fr. Walter Hvostik March 19, 1995
Rev. Fr. Gregory Czumak March 24, 2001
V. Rev. Fr. Michael Kochis March 27, 1995
V. Rev. Fr. Mykola Krywonos March 28, 1981
Deacon James Cairns, II April 10, 2010
Rev. Fr. Zenoviy Zharskiy April 11, 1998
V. Rev. Vasyl Shtelen April 12, 1978
V. Rev. Bazyl Zawierucha April 12, 1981
Rev. Fr. Vasyl Sendeha April 14, 2007
V. Rev. Jakiw Norton April 24, 1977
Deacon Mikhail Sawarynski April 25, 2004
V. Rev. Fr. Todor Mazur April 27, 1992

May God grant to them many,
happy and blessed years!
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Fr. Gabriel Rochelle, pastor of St. Anthony of the Desert Orthodox Mission
in Las Cruses, NM, and professor of religious studies at New Mexico State
University, currently has  a series of  audio reflections recorded on-line at Ancient
Faith Radio at http://ancientfaith.com/podcasts/highdesert.Titled, “Musings from
the HIgh Desert”, all four episodes run for just over one hour.

Fr. Gabriel became Orthodox after many years in Lutheran ministry. He has
served in ministry in a variety of settings for four-plus decades, including college
chaplaincy, seminary teaching, university teaching, interfaith relations, and parish
ministry. He continues to explore and deepen his understanding of the Christian
faith in relation to other faith traditions and cultural issues. His interest in the
languages of faith, especially Hebrew and Greek, remains undiminished, and he
continues to derive new insight from their study. In this series, he will share from
his wide range of insights, imaginings, and interests.

Save the Date…Save the Date…Save the Date

UOL Lenten Retreat
March 26, 2011

“Sermon on the Mount”
Guest Speakers:

Fr. Robert Popichak & Dr. Gayle Woloschak
Villa Maria Retreat Center

Villa Maria, PA

(only 1¼ hrs. from Cleveland & Pittsburgh)

Enjoy a full day of inspirational and thought

provoking discussion, spiritual activities and meals

Adults $30
Young Adults & Junior UOL Members $25
A late fee of $10 will apply after March 12

(Non-members welcome!)

For more information contact:
Diane Senedak

dkssenny@aol.com 330.792.6699
Melanie Nakonachny

MelanieNak@aol.com 440.842.3820
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SOS Fundraising Campaign Update
Sponsored Structures:

Structure Sponsors Status
Cabin 1 Sr. UOL Chapter; Johnson City, NY $  750 Donated
Cabin 2 St. Demetrius Sisterhood; Carteret, NJ $  750 Donated
Cabin 3 St. Vladimir Cathedral; Parma, OH Committed
Cabin 4 Emil and Shirley Skocypec $2000 Donated
Cabin 5 Nakonachny Family $  200 Donated
Cabin 6 Dan and Lynn Gulak $2000 Donated
Cabin 7 Hierarchs of the UOC of USA Committed
Cabin 8 Ss. Peter and Paul Sr. UOL; Wilmington, DE $1750 Donated
Cabin 9 Holy Ghost Parish; Coatsville, PA $2100 Donated
Cabin 10 St. Demetrius Sr & Jr UOL; Carteret, NJ $1750 Donated
Cooks Cabin Harasimchuk Family $  400 Donated
Directors Cabin Oleh and Natalie Bilynsky $1500 Donated
Infirmary Camp Clergy $  750 Donated

Senedak Family $  750 Donated
Ss. Peter and Paul; Youngstown, OH Committed

Mil.Bldg. Lounge National Jr. U.O.L. Committed
Sponsored Additional Items:

Item Sponsor Status
Ovens Anonymous $5000 Donated
Table Saw Mickey and Daria Komichak $1000 Donated
Tool Cabinet Mickey and Daria Komichak $1000 Donated
Swing Set Johnson City Jr. UOL Chapter $  950 Donated
Pole Saw Mickey and Daria Komichak $  500 Donated
Chain Saw Micevych Family $  300 Donated
Tools St. Demetrius Jr UOL; Carteret, NJ $  250 Donated
Circular Saw Mrs. Betty Leibe Gulick $  150 Donated
Tether Ball Melanie Nakonachny $    30 Donated

General Donations:
Donor Amount
Dr. Harry Oryhon and Family $1000
Mr and Mrs Saciuk $  300
Pauline Osad $  100
Ginadiy and Valentina Syzonenko $  100
Vitali Visir $  100

While volunteers were closing the camp, they discovered that the main freezer was dead  and
that the saw mill was not functioning properly. Both of these items must now be replaced.

Unsponsored Structures and Items:
Structure Cost Additional Items Cost
Pavilion $7500 Large 2-Door Freezer $3500

Millennium Building Rooms: Large Charcoal Grill $  400
Dorm Room 1 $1250 20 New Tables $  160 each
Dorm Room 2 $1250 150 New Chairs $    35 each
Dorm Room 3 $1250 24' Extension Ladder $  300
Dorm Room 4 $1250 2 Weed Whackers $  400 each
Dorm Room 5 $1250 Commercial Lawn Mower $8000
Classroom 1 $1750 Saw Mill $2500
Classroom 2 $1750 Miscellaneous Tools $  400

Hammer Drill $  150
4 Cordless Drivers $  160 each
Soccer Goal $2000
Hockey Sticks $  300
2 Volleyball Nets $  230 each
Baseball Equipment $  400

For the most updated information on this UOL fundraising campaign, please visit
www.allsaintscamp.org/sos. If you are interested in sponsoring anything on the above list
or would like to make a donation, please contact Michael Nakonachny at 440-503-3151
or info@allsaintscamp.org.

The first ecclesiastical
use of bells was to
announce the time of church
services. At All Saints
Camp, where time seems to
stand still, a bell is
necessary to assemble
campers and staff multiple
times a day to sing praise to
our Lord.

It is our hope that a
parish that has a bell  col-
lecting dust would be willing
to donate it to St. Thomas
Chapel. Any parish willing to
make such a donation to All
Saints Camp is asked to
contact Hans M. Harasim-
chuk at hmharasimchuk@
gmail.com or 440- 212-4976

Church
    Bell

With six projects cur-
rently under way and even
more that have yet to be
started, there is a lot of work
to accomplish before we
can open for the rapidly
approaching  camping sea-
son. The camp committee
has scheduled two work
weekends along with a work
week in an effort to make
sure that all of these
projects are completed.

The selected work
weekends are: March 4-6,
April 1-3, May 30-June 5.

If you are interested in
participating in any of these
work weekends or would
like to schedule another
time to come and volunteer
at the camp, please contact
Michael Nakonachny  440-
503-3151, mjnako@bryant
stratton.edu; or  Hans M.
Harasimchuk, at 440-212-
4976, hmharasimchuk
@gmail.com

Work
   Weekends

All Saints Camp Save Our Structures (SOS) Campaign
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Diocesan Church
School Camp

June 26 - July 9, 2011
Children ages 9 - 13

Mommy & Me/
Daddy & Me

August 1 - 5, 2011
Children 4 - 8
and their parents

Teenage
Conference

July 10 - 23, 2011
Teenagers 13 - 18

Information and application
forms are available at:
www.uocyouth.org
or call 412-279-1076

Summer
Encampments

Early bird registration
deadline is May 15!



Please remember in your prayers...
   Ïðîñèìî çãàäàòè ó Âàøèõ ìîëèòâàõ...

Âi÷íà ïàìÂi÷íà ïàìÂi÷íà ïàìÂi÷íà ïàìÂi÷íà ïàì’ÿòü!ÿòü!ÿòü!ÿòü!ÿòü!
Memory Eternal!Memory Eternal!Memory Eternal!Memory Eternal!Memory Eternal!

MARCH - ÁÅÐÅÇÅÍÜMARCH - ÁÅÐÅÇÅÍÜMARCH - ÁÅÐÅÇÅÍÜMARCH - ÁÅÐÅÇÅÍÜMARCH - ÁÅÐÅÇÅÍÜ
19th 1954 - PROTOPRIEST IVAN LECHICKYJ
31st  1965 - MITRED PROTOPRIEST VOLODYMYR

SOKOLOWSKY
 6th  1968 - PROTOPRIEST VOLODYMYR PYLYPEC
 5th  1970 - PROTOPRIEST MICHAEL MOSTENSKY
 5th  1970 - PROTOPRIEST PETRO OPARENKO
14th 1970 - MITRED PROTOPRIEST LEONID DOLYNSKYJ
15th 1970 - PROTOPRIEST EVHEN KOROLYSHYN
18th 1982 - PROTOPRESBYTER WILLIAM OLYNYK
23rd 1986 - REV. DEACON PETER WESELOWSKY

            25th 1989 -      PROTOPRESBYTER OREST KULICK
 8th  1993 - PROTOPRIEST ANATOLIJ BULAWKA
14th 1993 - REV. DR. MYKOLA STEPANENKO
 4th  1996 - REV. WILLIAM WOJCIECHOWSKI
31st  2004- PROTOPRESBYTER WILLIAM CZEKALUK
13th 2008 - MITRED PROTOPRIEST JOHN MIRONKO
 2nd 2009 - PROTOPRESBYTER MICHAEL PETLAK

APRIL - ÊÂIÒÅÍÜAPRIL - ÊÂIÒÅÍÜAPRIL - ÊÂIÒÅÍÜAPRIL - ÊÂIÒÅÍÜAPRIL - ÊÂIÒÅÍÜ
  5th 1955 - REV. JOSEPH BODNAR
27th 1963 - PROTOPRIEST JEVHEN MYLASHKEVYCH
26th 1967 - MITRED PROTOPRIEST MYKOLA LASZCZUK
29th 1967 - MITRAT KONSTANTYN DANYLENKO
  4th 1979 - PROTOPRIEST ZINOVIJ KOWALCHUK
        1983 - PROTODEACON NICHOLAS POLISZCZUK
20th 1986 - PROTOPRIEST PAVLO BAHNIVSKYJ
  6th 1988 -      REV. LEW OSTROWSKYJ
  4th 1997 - PROTOPRESBYTER SEMEN HAYUK
18th 2000 - REV. LEONID HOFFMAN
 12th 2007- MITRED PROTOPRIEST EUGENE MESCHISEN

Orthodox Christian Bible Studies provides free multimedia resources that are formed - and informed -
by the Holy Tradition of the Orthodox Church.

         With our Bible studies you can plunge into a
book of the New Testament, looking at the biblical
text and its historical background, and learning how
the biblical truths you learn can transform your life.

www.uocofusa.org www.orthodoxyouth.org
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Our cover...Our cover...Our cover...Our cover...Our cover...
    Pastor - Fr. Gregory Czumak

P a r i s h F O C U S

Four Evangelists Mission
Bel Air, MD
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In early 2002, Father Gregory Czumak, pastor of Holy Ghost
Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Coatesville, PA, realized that there
was a void in places where Orthodox Christians could worship in
Harford County in northern Maryland. A Harford County resident,
Reader Basil Athas and his mother, Lillian, while attending the
Coatesville Church, approached Father Gregory and reinforced the
need for an Orthodox presence in the area.  With the blessings and
encouragement of Archbishop Antony, Father Gregory published
an inspirational editorial in the local newspaper and urged those in
search of the true Christian Faith to come to a liturgy on April 6,
2002 at Holy Trinity Episcopal Church in Churchville, MD. The
community responding by filling the church with persons interested
in the idea of a local Orthodox presence. With encouraging
attendance figures and with services conducted completely in the
English language, Divine Liturgies were celebrated each Saturday,
thereafter until September 8th of that same year, when the first
Divine Liturgy was celebrated on Sunday at John Carroll High School,
a Roman Catholic high school in Bel Air, MD. An interim parish board
was established to serve in an administrative capacity, with Reader
Basil as the Chairman. Momentum was growing for the small parish
to minister to Orthodox Christians of all ethnic
backgrounds in the county.

On October 17, 2002, the first Parish
Council was established at a Parish Meeting,
and the parish began to grow, being granted
Mission Status as part of the Eastern Eparchy
of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the
USA, under the omophor of his Eminence,
Archbishop Antony.  Vladyka Antony believed
that the mission would have the Four Holy
Evangelists, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John,
as its Patron Saints, and so Four Evangelists
Orthodox Mission, of the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church of the USA was born.  The mission
next moved to Rockfield Manor, an historic
mansion, in Bel Air, MD, serving its first Divine
Liturgy there on November 17, 2002. With the continued blessings
and support of its Archpastor, Archbishop Antony, the next eighteen
months saw the mission establish a Church School, conduct a full
cycle of services, several Chrismations, a First Confession Class, two
retreats, a tonsuring, one Funeral, and a Baptism. The mission also
moved back to John Carroll High School to better accommodate the
growing membership, although it meant setting up and breaking
down the temple and social hall every week, so the school could
use the facility. Visits in 2002 and 2003 by Archbishop Antony
provided guidance and encouragement to the mission as Four
Evangelists continued offering services for all Major Feasts, celebrated
more Baptisms and Chrismations, had its first Annual Picnic, and had
the children of the parish begin their annual visits to local nursing
homes.

Parish growth continued, as did a search for a permanent
facility in which to conduct its liturgical services and educational
efforts. The mission had its first Marriage, and was blessed, in August
of 2004, with the presentation of a newly-written icon of the Four
Evangelists by Iconographer Carolyn Shuey. November 2005 and
March 2006 brought additional joyous visits by Archbishop Antony
as well as weekly bible studies and several lectures. October of
2007 will be remembered for the celebration of Four Evangelists

fifth anniversary and another visit by the Archbishop. More
Baptisms and Chrismations, including the Chrismation of the Klopcic
family of ten, brought more joy in 2008. The parish unveiled a
new web site to further its outreach.

As the parish grew, so did the need for a permanent
place of worship. In June of 2009 the parish rented and renovated
a former office building, and on June 21, 2009, and had its first
Divine Liturgy in their new place of worship, as they enjoyed not
having to set up and break down the sanctuary each week. They
continue to worship at 227-J Gateway Drive, in Bel Air, MD, as the
search for a permanent location continues.  With the use of the
new building the parish strengthened its ministries, including a
choir, Church School program, Sisterhood, Youth Group, Charitable
Outreach, Adult Education and Fund Raising for charitable causes.
The parish had its first Ordination in October of 2009. On March
14, 2010, the parish received an incredible gift of Relics of each of

the Four Evangelists, from Father Manuel
Burdusi, pastor of the Greek Orthodox
Church of Darlington- the only other
Orthodox parish in the county along with
Four Evangelists.  The holy Relics are
available for veneration by the faithful
at every Service. The parish began a
ministry in 2010 at a local homeless shelter
where volunteers from Four Evangelists
supply, prepare and serve breakfast,
lunch and dinner for up to 36 persons.

The homeless ministry will continue in
2011 and Four Evangelists will volunteer
for 18 days this year. Other charitable
outreach programs include the monthly
support of a seminar ian of our

Archdiocese, donations to a variety of local and national charities,
assembling educational kits for the IOCC, health kits for Haiti relief,
support of a missionary and support of local food bank programs.
The parish is still searching for a permanent location and is
considering the purchase of land or a building in the county. Work
is underway for the construction of an iconostas and other temple
beautification programs. The new year has allowed Four Evangelists
the opportunity to have another wedding, adult education sessions,
and a Church School program.  Our youth will participate in their
third Baltimore Orthodox Bible Bowl in May- this pan- Orthodox
event will be hosted this year by Four Evangelists. Current Parish
Council members include Ginny Seeley (President), Brian Davis
(Recording Secretary), Joe Seeley (Treasurer) and Alex Krowzow
(Financial Secretary).

To quote Father Gregory on the occasion of the parish’s
fifth anniversary...”We fully understand that it is only by the grace
of God, realized in our efforts to serve Him, and through the
many prayers of you, our dear parishioners and God-given friends
of our Parish, that we have made it thus far, and it is only by His
grace, our efforts, and your prayers that we will continue to thrive
and flourish.  So, today let us celebrate, and give thanks to God
Almighty for allowing us this incredible opportunity.”
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Get involved in the life of your Church!

The successs of all Church sponsored events depends upon your participation!

P. O. Box 495
 South Bound Brook, NJ   08880

Óêðà¿íñüêå Ïðàâîñëàâíå Ñëîâî
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Jr/Sr Ukrainian Orthodox League Conventions
27-31 July, 2011

Hosted by
St. VladimirUOL Chapters - Philadelphia, PA

UOL Lenten Retreat
19 March, 2011

St. Francis Retreat House
Bethlehem, PA

UOL Lenten Retreat
26 March, 2011

Villa Maria Retreat Center (OH/Western PA)
Villa Maria, PA

St. Thomas Sunday Pilgrimage
30 April - 1 May, 2011

Metropolia Center
South Bound Brook, NJ

Young Adults Memorial Day
27-30 May, 2011
All Saints Camp

Emlenton, PA

Church School Camp
26 June - 9 July, 2011

All Saints Camp - Ages 9-13
Emlenton, PA

Teenage Conference
10 July - 23 July, 2011

All Saints Camp - Ages 13-18
Emlenton, PA

Mommy/Daddy and Me Camp
1-5 August, 2011

All Saints Camp - Ages 4-8 + (Parents)
Emlenton, PA

College Mission Trip to Ukrainian Orphanages
4-20 August, 2011

Sponsored by the Consistory Offices of Youth and
Young Adult Ministry and Christian Charity

Annual Clergy Conference
24-26 October, 2011
Antiochian Village

Ligonier, PA


