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Great Lent Epistle
in the year of our Lord 2017

PERMANENT CONFERENCE OF UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX
BISHOPS BEYOND THE BORDERS OF UKRAINE

Beloved in the Lord, Reverend Clergy! Dear Brothers and Sisters!

By the Grace of God, very recently we joyfully celebrated the Great Feast of the Incarnation of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ who * for us men and for our salvation came down from the heavens
and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became man.” (The Nicene Creed).

In these days, Great Lent is already beginning and our Holy Church is preparing us for the events,
the culmination of the history of humanity, in the relationship between the Creator and His creation. For
God so loved the world that He gave His Only-Begotten Son to die for us in order to grant us eternal life,
(John 3:16). For our sake and for our salvation, the Son of God willingly suffers and endures crucifixion
and death. During this Holy 40 day period, as we approach the most important event for us all, the Holy
Church calls us to adequately prepare ourselves to come near, to feel the incomprehensible love of God
for us sinners, and to understand the price that was paid so that we may receive salvation and eternal life.

The Lord says “if anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross,
and follow Me” (Matthew 16:24). The days of Great Lent are the days when, with God’s help, we should
make the maximum effort, weak and sinful as we are, to carry our cross. We should try to repent more
deeply, to cleanse our body and soul from sin more, to forgive others more, to pray more, to fast more, to
engage in constant spiritual warfare and thus lay a good foundation for our spiritual cleansing and spiritual
development so that we are adequately prepared for Passion Week and the Holy Resurrection.

As the Holy Orthodox Church teaches, the path to God is the way of carrying our cross; it is a
narrow and thorny path; it is the path of continuous falls under the cross and of continuous rises again.
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This is the way, after our personal Golgotha, wherein the light of Christ’s Resurrection will shines on us.
We must never forget the words of our Lord: “Where I am, there my servant will be also” (John 12:26).

In our days, people who truly seek God do not seek a religious corporation that is financially rich or
gives easy answers to concerns about God or gathers thousands of people in stadiums who want to listen
to easy messages that are pleasant to their ears about themselves and about God. They are told that God
is their friend, that He loves them,that He forgives them and they don’t need to do anything serious and
sacrificial in their life to be “saved”. They are told to take the wide gate and the broad way to God, rather
than the narrow gate and difficult way as is said in the Holy Gospel (Matthew 7:13-14). But our Orthodox
Church is not spiritual fast food, and the true way to God is the way of Golgotha, the way of sacrifice, the
way of limitation in life. This is the way of the cross which leads through Golgotha to Resurrection. As
His All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew said: “The Orthodox Church is distinguished from
other Christian churches in that she has preserved unadulterated the first and most ancient ecclesiastical
tradition and teaching, has avoided innovation and personal interpretation of the Holy Scriptures and
dogmas of faith” (Encountering the Mystery by His All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew).
As we say in the Sunday of Orthodoxy: “this is the Apostolic faith, this is the faith of our Fathers, this is
the Orthodox faith, this faith has established the universe”.

Orthodoxy is not a philosophy, not a theory, not an ideology, but a way of life that should be lived,
that should be experienced, as the psalmist David says: “Taste and see that the Lord is good.”(Psalm 33)

The Holy Orthodox Church has one goal: with God’s mercy and blessing, and through prayer,
fasting, almsgiving, love for each other, through the Holy Sacraments, especially the Holy Eucharist, that
we achieve salvation. The Lord says: “Without Me you can do nothing” (John 15:5).

Let us beseech the Lord not to leave us without His great mercy and bounty and that He strengthen
us spiritually and physically, especially in these days of Great Lent, so that we can adequately meet His
Holy Resurrection.

We sincerely greet the pious Ukrainian nation in Ukraine and beyond the borders of Ukraine with
the beginning of Great Lent and we call God’s blessings upon all of you.

Your servants in our Lord Jesus Christ,

H YURIJ, Metropolitan
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada

M ANTONY, Metropolitan
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA
Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Diaspora

"¢ JEREMIAH, Archbishop
Ukrainian Orthodox Eparchy of Brazil and South America

" DANIEL, Archbishop-elect
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA

" ILARION, Bishop
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada

" ANDRIY, Bishop
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada
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Beaukomicue Iocaanusa
2017-ro poxy boxoro

MOCTIMHA KOH®EPEHIIISI YKPATHCHKHNX ITPABOCJIABHUX
E€IUCKOIIIB IMO3A MEXXAMM YKPATHA

Varobneni y I'ocnooi Ceawennocnyscumeni! [lopoei opamms i cecmpu!

3 nacku boxoi, 30BCiM HEZJTaBHO MU PAJiCHO CBATKYBAJIM BETUKHUI Mpa3HUK BOroBTiICHHS, KOIH
T'ocrionk 1 Cnacutens Haw Icyc Xpucroc « s Hac, Jr0/eH, 1 Halloro pajay CraciHHs 31HII0B 3 Hebec 1
BortotuBcs B lyxa Csartoro 1 Mapii JliBu 1 cTaB yonoikom» ( Hikeo-Llapropoacskuit CuMBon BipH ).

A B CHOTOJIHIIIHI JTHI BXX€ po3mounHaeTbes Benukwuii mict, Cesta LlepkBa mpurorosisie Hac 10
MO, SIKI CTaJIM KyJIbMIHALIIEIO B ICTOPII JIOJCTBA, B BiqHOCHHaX TBop1ist 3 CBOIM TBOpiHH:AM, 60 Tak bor
BO3JIIO0MB BCiX Hac, Mo BignaB Cuna CBoro € IMHOPOIHOTO Ha CMEPTh, 1100 HAM JAapyBaTH KUTTS BidHe(
IB. 3: 16). Cun boxwuii pany HAC 1 HAIIOTO CHIACiHHA JOOPOBIIBHO Hle HA CTPaXKIaHHs, i1e Ha PO3I’ ATTS,
iine Ha cMepTh. B 1i nHi caroi YotupunecsatHuni Cesara LlepkBa xode HacC JOCTOWHO MPUTOTYBATH J0
X HAMBaKJIMBIIIKMX TOJIN U1 BCIX HAC, MO0 MU HAOIU3WINCH, BIIUYIIH 1 3p0O3yMIIH, SIKa He30arHeHHA
Bboxxa 11060B 10 HAC TPINIHKX, SIKOIO I[IHOK HaM JIapOBaHe CIACIHHSI 1 JKUTTS BIUHE.

T'ociogs ToBOPHTH , IO XTO X0ue WTH 3a HuMm , Mae B3siTH cBiif xpecT 1 itu 3a Hum( Mt 16:24).
Jui Benukoro [octy asnst Beix HAC € AHAMHU, KO MU 3 BOKOI0 TOTIOMOTOF0 TOBUHHI JOKJIAaTH MAKCUMYM
3yCHWJIb, IK HEMIYH1 1 IpiliHi boki TBOpiHHSA, 11100 cTapaTuch SK HaWKpalle HECTU Halll XpecT, OuIblIe
KagATHCh, OLIbIIIE OYMINATH AYIILY 1 TLIO BiJ IPixiB, OUIbIIE MPOIIATH IHIIUM, OiJbIIe MOJUTUCH, OLIIbIIE
MOCTUTHUCH, 3MILHATUCH Y Oe3nepepBHii TyXoBHIH O0pOTHOI 1 MM 3aKIACTH JOOPY OCHOBY JJISi HAILIOTO
JIyXOBHOTO OYMIIEHHS Ta JYXOBHOTO BIOCKOHAJICHHsI, 100 TigHO 3ycTpité mHi CtpactHoi Cemnmuii i
Cesroro BockpeciHHs.

Ax Bunth Crsta [IpaBocnaBna llepkBa — nuiax g0 bora, 1e moisx Ha sskomy Tpeba HECTH CBii
XpECT, 1Ie By3bKUH 1 TEPHUCTUHN LUIAX, [Ie NUIAX Oe3MepepBHUX HaliHb IiJ XPECTOM 1 BCTaBaHb, alie 11e
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IUISX 32 SIKUM TTicTs Hamol nepcoHanbHoi [onrogu 3acsie cBitio XpucroBoro Bockpecinus. Mu Hikonn
He noBHuHHI 3a0yBatu ['ocmoxHi cioBa: « ne S, Tam cimyra Miit Oyne» ( IB 12:26).

B namr yac mroau, siKi mpaBAMBO MIYKalOTh bora, He MIyKaloTh peNiriiiHy Kopropailito, sika 100pe
¢dinancoBo 3abe3mneueHa 1 J1a€ JeTKi BiIOBII Ha CKJIa/HI MUTaHHS Tpo bora 1 30upae THCsUi Ttoei Ha
CTaJl0HAaX, sIKI XOUyTh TOYYTH IPUEMHI JUTs iX ByX cioBa mpo cebe i bora. Bonu MoxyTh iM TOBOPHUTH, TI10
bor € ix apyr, Bin ix 1106UTh 1 iM HE OTPIOHO HIYOTO CEPIO3HOTO POOUTH 1 HIYMM HE KEPTBYBATH B JKUTTI,
mo6 cnacTuck. BoHM MpOMOHYIOTH BCiM MIMPOKY Jopory 1o bora, uum pajiie By3bKy i BOXKY JOPOTY 10
bora, six ckazano B €Banrenii ( Mt 7:13-14). Hama Cssta [IpaBocnaBna LlepkBa He € nyxoBHHII (hacT-
¢yn, ane ictuHHUHA 1UIIX 10 bora, mursix [onrogu, nuisx caMonoXepTByBaHHS, HMUISIX CAaMOOOMEKEHHS.
e mutsix skt € goporoto 10 Bockpecinms gepes Lonrody. Sk Moro Beecssticts Beenercnknii [Tatrpiapx
Bapdonomiii ckazas: «IIpaBocnaBHa LlepkBa Biapi3HIE€THCS Bij IHIIUX XPUCTHSHCHKUX LIEPKOB B TOMY,
110 BOHA 30eperyia He3MIHHO MepIly 1 HaliAaBHIILy HEPKOBHY TPAJMIIIIO 1 BACHHS, YHUKAIA IHHOBALIN Ta
ocobuctux iHTepnperaniii Cestoro Ilucema i normariB Bipu» ( «Biu-Ha-Biu 13 TaiiHoto» Bcenenchkuii
[Marpiapx Bapdomnowmiii). Sk mu nporonouryemo B Heminto [IpaBocias’s: ... 11e € Bipa arnocToNbChKa, 11e
€ Bipa CBSITUX OTIIIB , 1€ € Bipa MpaBOCIIaBHA, s Bipa YTBEPWIAa BCEICHHY .

[TpaBocnar’s He € ¢inocodi€ero, HE € TEOPIEr, HE € 17COJOTIEI0, aJle MUITXOM KHUTTS, SKUM MH
MMOBUHHI JXWTH, K Kake rcanmoribers JaBuya : «CnoxuBite 1 mobauute, mo Omaruii [ocmoas» (33
IICaJIOM).

Ceara [IpaBocnaBHa llepkBa mMae ogHy ITiIb, OO MM Yepe3 MOJIMTBH, IICT, JiJIa MIJIOCEPAS 1
m000B1 10 OMMKHBOTO, Yepes cBATI TaiHcTBa LepkBu, ocobnuBo CBATy €BXapucTito, ocarnynu 3 boxoi
MuiocTi i boxoro GrnarocnoBiHHs criaciHHsA. ['ocnoab roBoputh: “6e3 MeHe HIY0Tr0 He MOXKETE TBOPUTH
(Is 15:5).

To x mpoxaitmo ['ocriona, 06 He 3anumiaB Hac 63 CBOIX BETMKUX MUJIOCTEH 1 MEAPOT 1 CKPITUTIOBAB
HAC JyXOBHO i TiJecHO, ocoGmuBo B I jui Benmkoro ITocty, mo6 mu rigHo 3yctpimm Moro cpsite
Bockpecinns. Il{upo BiTaemo OrarouecTUBUI yKpaiHCHKHUI Hapo/ B YKpaiHi 1 mo3a ii Mexxamu 3 o4aTkoM
Benukoro nmocty 1 3akukaeMo Ha BCix Bac boxke 6rmarocioBeHHsl.

3anuwaemocy Bawi ciyeu 'y Tocnooi Icyci Xpucmi,

¥ FOPII, Mutpononut
VYkpaincekoi [IpaBocinaBnoi Llepksu B Kanani

¥ AHTOHIM, Murpononut
VYkpaincekoi [IpaBocnasnoi Lepksu CHIA
Ykpaincekoi [IpaBociasnoi Llepksu B [liacmopi

Y €EPEMISI, Apxuenuckon
VYkpaincekoi [IpaBocinaBroi €napxii bpaswuinii Ta [liBnenHoi AMepuku

*H JIAHUIJI, ApXuenuckon-HOMiHaHT
VYikpaiacekoi [IpaBocnasnoi Lepksu CLIA

" IJIAPIOH, €riuckomn
Vkpaiucekoi [IpaBocnaBnoi Llepkeu B Kanani

" AHJIPIU, €nuckomn
Vkpaiucekoi [IpaBocnaBnoi Llepksu B Kanani
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