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Encyclical
of the Permanent Conference of Ukrainian Orthodox Bishops
Beyond the Borders of Ukraine
On the occasion of the 1025th Anniversary of the Baptism of Kyivan Rus’-Ukraine

To the God-beloved Pastors, Venerable
Monastics, and all of the Faithful Children of the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church in the Diaspora and
Ukraine,

“We magnify You Holy Equal-to-the-Apostles
Great-prince Volodymyr, and we venerate your
holy memory, for you destroyed the idols and
enlightened our whole land through Holy
Baptism.”

Rt. Reverend, Very Reverend, and Reverend Fathers! Dearest Brothers and Sisters!

By the Grace of God, this year we solemnly commemorate a majestic event in the life of
the Ukrainian people, which bears within itself a deep spiritual and historic meaning for future
generations. This historic event is the celebration of the 1025" anniversary of the Baptism of
Kyivan Rus’-Ukraine.

A comprehensive study of history demonstrates that the Christian Faith was not something
new or foreign for our Ukrainian people. For already, during the first century of the Christian
era, our Lord’s Gospel was preached in our land by the Holy Apostle Andrew, the First-called.
The Apostle prophesied on the hills of Kyiv, “Upon these hills the Grace of God will shine forth,
here will be a great city, and the Lord will raise up many Churches.” Not coincidentally, Kyiv
later became the centre of Christianity for the Eastern Slavs.

From the banks of the Dnipro River, the Orthodox Faith spread throughout all of Kyivan
Rus’. We know from historical sources that, already during the time of the Great-prince Ihor, the
Orthodox Faith had spread to the various territories of our homeland and, by that time, Christians
had built the Church of the Holy Prophet Elias in Kyiv.

The Holy, Equal-to-the-Apostles, Great-princess Olha played a great role in spreading
Christianity. She was the first Christian on the Great-princely throne of Kyiv, and the first
enlightener and teacher of the Christian Faith in Kyivan Rus’-Ukraine. Her baptism in
Constantinople opened the door for the Christianization of Kyivan-Rus’. Without doubt, Great-
princess Olha, having become a Christian, desired that her people receive the Christian Faith,
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but, in any case, did not proceed with the general baptism of her subjects. By her personal
example of Christian life, her great moral authority and her wisdom, St. Olha contributed to the
spread of Christianity throughout the lands of Holy Rus’. This greatly influenced the people of
Kyivan Rus’ and her grandson, the Great-prince Volodymyr.

Having become the ruler of the Kyivan state, St. Volodymyr the Great showed himself to
be a terrifying military leader. Being intrigued, however, by the development of other Christian
states, he gradually exchanged his pagan views for Christian ones. The Holy Orthodox Church
equates Prince Volodymyr with the Apostle Paul “...in order to learn the Orthodox Faith, he
found the priceless pearl — Christ, Who chose him as a second Paul and cleansed in the Holy
Font both his spiritual and physical blindness.” It was the Grace of God Himself, and nothing
else, that motivated Holy Equal-to-the-Apostles Great-prince Volodymyr to lead his people to
the True God. The chronicler, in his discussion of what faith to receive, wrote, “That our
forefathers were especially impressed by the beauty and majesty of the Orthodox Faith.” The
ambassadors of St. Volodymyr were so impressed by the majesty of the Holy Services at the
Cathedral of St. Sophia in Constantinople, “That they did not know if they were in heaven, or on
earth, but felt that there God dwelt with men.”

The day of the baptism of Volodymyr the Great drew near. When the Great-prince went
into the font and Bishop Mikhail baptized him, darkness fell from the eyes of Volodymyr, he
gained his sight and joyously exclaimed, “Today, I have come to know the True God! Truly, the
Christian God is Great!” Having been baptized in the Orthodox Faith, he then took a diligent
interest in spreading Christianity throughout his kingdom. Likewise, after the example of Great-
prince Volodymyr in 988 A.D., all the inhabitants of Kyiv were baptized. Metropolitan Ilarion of
Kyiv witnesses to this: “He ordered that all in his land be baptized in the name of the Father, and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, that all would become Christians, and not one man opposed his
will.”

The Orthodox Church calls the Holy Prince Volodymyr “Equal-to-the-Apostles.” This
means that he was like the Holy Apostles in his zealous dissemination of the Christian Gospel.

Dear Brothers and Sisters!

Let us also treasure the Holy Orthodox Faith which has been passed down to us by St.
Volodymyr the Great. “Remember those who rule over you, who have spoken the word of God
to you, whose faith follow.” (Heb 13:7) May our All-merciful Lord, through the prayers of our
Enlightener, the Holy Great-prince Volodymyr the Great, strengthen us in the Holy Orthodox
Faith, help us overcome all the trials of life so that we would be worthy and faithful children of
our native Ukrainian Orthodox Church and our ancestral homeland of Ukraine. Thanks to God’s
providence, Ukraine has maintained its Christian Faith through the centuries. With this Faith,
Ukraine will overcome all obstacles and remain unvanquished and faithful, according to the
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example of its great Apostle and Baptizer, the Holy Great-prince Volodymyr, “For he is our
Apostle, he is our baptist, he is our glorious and Godly renewer.”

Holy Equal-to-the-Apostles Great-prince Volodymyr, Baptizer of Rus’-Ukraine! Pray to
God for us sinners, and for the entire Ukrainian nation on native soil and throughout the
Diaspora!

With Archpastoral Blessings,

1 YURIJ, Metropolitan, Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada
1 ANTONY, Metropolitan, Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA
Locum Tenens Ukrainian Orthodox Church in the Diaspora
1 10AN, Archbishop, Ukrainian Orthodox Church in the Diaspora
1 JEREMIAH, Archbishop, Ukrainian Orthodox Eparchy of Brazil and South America
T ILARION, Bishop, Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada
+ ANDRIY, Bishop, Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada
 DANIEL, Bishop, Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA
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IHocianus
ocriitnoi Kondepenuii Ykpaincbkux IlpaBociaBaux €nuckomnis
11032 MeKaMHU Y KpaiHu
3 Haroau 1025-nitra Xpemennsa KuiBebkoi Pyci-Ykpainu

bozonobusum nacmupsam, uwecnomy
uepHeymay, ma 6cim oimam Yxkpaincokoi
IIpasocnasnoi llepxeu & /lisicnopi i 6
Ykpaini.

“Benuuaemo mebe, ceamuii
pieroanocmonvrull Benuxut Kusoice
Bonooumupe, i wanyemo cesamy nam’amo
meoio, 60 mu i00i8 3HUWUS [ 8CIO 3EMII0
HauLy c8samum XpeujeHHsAM npoceimug”.

Bucokonpenooobni i npenodobni omyi! Jlopoei bpamu i cecmpu!

3 nacku bokoi bOTO POKYy MU YPOYHCTO Bi3HAYAEMO BEIIMYHY TIOJII0 B KHUTTI YKPAiHCHKOTO
HapoJy, sKa MICTUTh B COO1 TIMOMHHUN 3MICT TyXOBHOTO Ta ICTOPHUYHOTO TIOKJIMKAHHS HaITUX
HamaakiB. Takoro icTopuuyHOIO mojiero € BiazHaueHHs 1025-mitts Xpemenns KuiBcskoi Pyci-
VYkpainu.

Komu My 3armmOuMoch B iCTOPi0 MUHYIIOTO, TO 3MOXKEMO MOOAYNUTH, 10 XPUCTUSIHCHKA Bipa HE
Oylla YUMOCh HOBUM 1 Uy>KUM JJIsl HAIIOrO yKpaiHCbKOro Hapoay. bo Bxke B mepiioMy CTOJITTI
Hamoi epu, €Banrenie XpuctoBe Oyjao MPOMOBigaHe B HAmMX 3eMisiXx CBSATUM AMOCTOJIOM
Anppiem Ilepo3Bannum. [lepedyBatoun Ha KuiBchux ropax, Anocton npopik: “Ha mux ropax
3acge Omaromate boxa, Tyt Oyae Bemmke Mmicto, 1 ['ocmoap Bo3nBurue Oararo nepkos”. He
BUMAK0BO KuiB mi3HilIe cTaB IEHTPOM XPUCTUSHCTBA Cepel CXiIHIX CIIOB’SH.

3 OeperiB ninpa IIpaBocnaBHa Bipa posmnoBcrojguiack no cBii KuiBcbkiit Pyci. 3 icropuunnx
JDKepen MU 3HaeMo, 1o Bxke 3a yaciB Kusss Irops IlpaBocnaBHa Bipa mMpHiiack Ha TepeHax
HAIlIUX 3eMeJb, 1 B)Ke B TOM Yac XpucTusiHu noOyaysanu B Kuesi cBoro nepkBy CB. IIpopoxka Iii.

Benuky ponb B po3MOBCIO/PKEHHI XpUCTHsIHCTBaA Bigirpaia Cesita PiBHoamnoctonbHa KHArmHA
Ounbra. Bona mepiia XpucTHsiHKa Ha BEITMKOKHsKOMY IpecTtoiii Kuesa i mepia npocBiTuTenbKka
it yunTenbka XpUCTHAHCHKOT Bipu B Kuischkiit Pyci-Vkpaini. 11 xpemenns y KoncTanTusomOMI,
CTBOPHJIO IIMPOKMH IIISAX J0 XPUCTHsHIZalil Hamoi nepxkaBu. Hemae cymHiBy, mo Kusaruns
Oubra, CTaBIIM XPUCTUSHKOIO, XOTiIa, 100 1 i1 Hapoa npuitHAB XpUCTOBY Bipy, OJIHAK BOHA HE
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HAaBO)XKUJIACh NPUCTYIUTH [0 3arajbHOTO XpEIIeHHS CBOIX MiJyIaHUX. AJie CBOIM 0COOMCTHM
MPUKIIAZOM XPUCTUSHCHKOTO JKHUTTS, BACOKUM MOPAJIBHUM aBTOpHUTETOM 1 Myapicts CB. Oubra
CpusUia TOMY, HIO0 XPHUCTHUSHCTBO MNOIIMpIOBajoch Ha 3emisix Cesroi Pyci. Lle cuibHO
BIUIMHYJIO Ha HapoJ Ta Ha ii BHyka Kusa3s Bonoaumupa.

CraBmm Bosmogapem KuiBcbkoi epxasu, CB. Bonogumup Benukwii BigzHavaBcs K )KOPCTOKHNA
BOMOBHUYMI yIpaBUTENb. AJlle BAWBISIOUMCH B PO3BHTOK IHIIUX XPUCTUSHCHKUX AEp)KaB, BiH
MIOCTYIOBO 3MIHIOBAaB CBO1 MOTAHCBHKI MOMISIIM Ha XpucTusHcbki. CBdara IIpaBocnaBHa Llepksa

13

nopiBHtoe Kusizs Bonogumupa 3 Amnocronom IlaBiaom “...mo6 mizHatu IlpaBocnaBHy Bipy,

3HAWIIOB TH HEOIIHEHY NepiIuHy — XpHUcTa, 1110 00paB Tede, sik npyroro Ilasna, 1 3MUB y CBATIH
b

KyHeli CHINOTy AYIIEBHY 1 TUIECHY...
PiBaoamnocronbHoro Kus3s Bononumupa mnpusectu cBiii Hapoa Jno mpaauBoro bora. B

Came Omaronate boka, a He mIOCH 1HIIE, CIIOHYyKala

0OTOBOPEHHI, Ky BIpy MPHUUHATH, JiTonHcenb 3amucaB — “[llo Hammx mpenkiB ocoOJIMBO
Bpa3zwia kpaca 1 Benu4HIcTh Bipu [IpaBocmaBHoi’. Tlocnu CB. Bomogumupa Tak Oynu BpakeHi
BenuuHICTIO borocioyxenns B cobopi CB. Codii B KoHcTanTHHOMION, “III0 HE 3HAIM, Y4 BOHH HA
HeOl, UM Ha 3eMJTi, ajie Biq9yBasid, o TyT bor 3 moapmu nepedysae’.

HaGmwmwxkaBcss nenp xpemieHHss Bomomumupa Bemukoro. Komu KHS3h YBIMIIOB y Kymuab 1
€mrckon Muxain oxpecTuB Horo, To 3 o4yel Bonmomummupa Bmama TeMmpsiBa 1 BiH IpO3piB Ta
pazmicHo 3aknukaB: “HuHi mizHaB s mpaBauBoro bora! Crnpasai Benmukuii bor XpuctusHcbkuii!”
OxpectuBmmch y Bipy [IpaBocnaBHy, BiH caMm HIJIBHO J0aB MPO MOUIUPEHHSI XPUCTUSHCTBA Y
cBOill gepkaBi... Takoxxk 3a mpukinaaoMm Kuszs Bonomumupa Bemukoro B 988 pomi Oyio
xpemieHHo Bcix memkaHiiB Kuesa. IIpo me cBimunte Mutponomut KuiBcekuii [napion: “Bin
Haka3aB I10 BCiii CBOil 3emuti Xpectutucs B iM's Otg, 1 Cuna, 1 Csitoro Jlyxa, mo6 yci cranu
XPUCTHUSIHAMHU 1 H1 OJIMH YOJIOBIK HE MPOTHUBUBCS HOTO MOBEJIIHHIO”,

[IpaBocnaBua I{epkBa HazuBae CBaroro Kuszs Bonoaumupa pisnoanocmonvrum. A 1ie o3Hayae,
0 y CBOI PEBHOCTI 1 B MPOMOBiIyBaHHI XPHUCTOBOTO €BaHrenmis BiH PIBHSBCS CBATUM
aroCTOoJIaM.

Hopoei obpamu i cecmpu!

Tpumaiimocs 1 Mmu Casroi IIpaBocnaBHoi Bipu, siky mepenaB Ham C. Bomoaumup Benukuii.
“ITam'sTaiiTe HACTaBHUKIB BalllMX, KOTP1 MPOTMOBiAyBaJIM BaM cjIoBO boke, 1 HacnigyiiTe Bipy iX”
(€Bp. 13:7). Hexaii 3a momutBammu Hamoro IIpocsitutens Cesroro Kuszs Bomoanmupa
Benuxoro Beemunoctusuit I'ocioas 3mitiHioe Hac 'y Ceatiii Bipi [IpaBocnaBHiii, 1onomoske HaMm
MOJIOJIATH BC1 )KUTTEBI TPYAHOILI, 1100 MU MOTJM OyTH JOCTOMHMMM 1 BIpHHMH JITBMH CBOET
pinHoi VYkpaincbkoi [IpaBocnaBHoi lLlepkBu 1 pinmHoi VYkpainu. 3aBasku HOro Myapomy
NpOBUAIHHIO, YKpaiHa 3 Bipoio B XpucTa mHpoifiuia depe3 yci Biku. 3 Ti€lo Xk Bipolo YKpaiHa
NepeMoke yci HEe3roJu 1 3ajUIIeThCs HECKOPEHOIO 1 BIPHOIO MPUKIANy CBOTO BEIUKOIO
anoctona 1 Xpecrturens Castoro Kusazs Bonogumupa, “60 BiH Haml amocTos, BiH Hall
XpeCTUTENb, BiH caaBHUN boxxuit Hair 0OHOBUTEND .
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Caaruit PiBHOanocronsHuii i Benukuit Kussio Bonoaumupe — Xpecruremo Pyci-Ykpainu, Moiau
bora 3a Hac rpimHHMX 1 3a Bechb YKpaiHCBKMH Hapon y pigHux 3emisx 1y Miscropi
nepeOyBalOYHid.

3 apXUnacTUPCHKUM OJIarOCIOBEHHSM,

+ FOPIM, Mutponomnut Ykpaincskoi ITpaBociasroi Llepksu B Kanasi

+ AHTOHIM, Mutponomut Ykpaiacekoi ITpasocnasroi Iepksu B CIITA
Micuebmoctutens Ykpaincekoi [IpaBocnaBHoi Llepksu B [isicnopi

T IOAH, Apxuenuckon Ykpaincekoi [IpaBocnaBnoi Llepksu B [isicniopi

T €PEMIS, Apxuenuckon Ykpaincekoi IlpaBocnaBHoi €napxii bpasunii Ta [liBaennoi
Amepukn

T IJTAPIOH, €nuckon Ykpaincekoi [IpaBocnasnoi Llepksu B Kanani

+ AHJIPIM, €nuckon Ykpaincekoi ITpaBociaBuoi Iepksu B Kanani

+ JTAHMIJI, €mmckon Ykpaincekoi ITpaBocnasroi Ilepken B CIITA
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