
CONSTANTINE,
BY THE GRACE OF GOD

METROPOLITAN OF THE UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

According to the Constitution of our Holy
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA, I hereby call and
bless the convocation of the 19th REGULAR SOBOR of
our Church.  The Sobor will take place at our Metropolia
Center of St. Andrew in South Bound Brook/Somerset,
NJ, 27-31 October 2010. The Sobor will be preceded by a
Metropolitan Council Meeting on 25 October and a one-
day Clergy Conference on 26 October.

The theme for our Sobor is: “O Lord, Bless Thine
Inheritance” (Troparion of the Holy Cross).  The Cross of
our Lord signifies much more than our ultimate salvation
or the depth of love God has always exhibited for us –
the “masterpiece” of His creation.  The Cross, “by the
power of our Lord Jesus Christ crucified upon it” (Evening
Prayers), casts away the demons from His Inheritance –
His people – granting them victory over their adversaries
throughout the arduous earthly journey.  We are blessed
repeatedly in our lives and we must willfully accept these
blessings, which enable us to, in turn, bless the lives of
others.  We grow through these blessings, moving ever
closer to Theosis – becoming one with God – so that our
very being radiates holiness.  The people of God literally
throbbed with that holiness and in comprehension of their
mission to lead others to salvation.  In our blessed holiness,
we will grow in Christ’s Body and continue to positively
affect the world we live in.  We – the people of God –
can move the mountains that must be moved to make
society responsive to our Creator – to Him Who blesses
abundantly.

We have much to consider during this Sobor.  We
stand at a crucial crossroads in the life and history of our
Holy Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA.  We
weathered the early days of the current economic
downturn in our nation fairly well.  We are now, however,
faced with the most difficult financial circumstances we
have ever known in the life of our Church.  The last two
years of seemingly unending decrease in income – from
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all sources – is taking and will continue to take an
enormous toll on our ability to continue the ambitious
ministry program we have developed over the past fifteen
years.  This is one of those mountains we need to move
and it will take the will and the effort of all of us to do
so.

Your participation in all aspects of the Sobor is
an absolute necessity.  Your contribution to the
strengthening of our Ukrainian Orthodox Church here in
the United States of America is essential.  Our parents,
grandparents and great-grandparents came to build a
new life in this great nation and they centered that life
on the Truth of God’s Word – in far more difficult
circumstances than we know today.  Let us follow their
example now, living in the blessings of God – to ensure
the legacy we must pass on to our own children and
grandchildren!

The election of parish delegates, which must be
accomplished, according to our Church Constitution, at a
parish meeting, should be completed by the end of June
so that those delegates might well prepare for the work
of this Sobor.  Our future depends upon representation
from all our parishes.  The Pre-Sobor commission has begun
the task of preparing for our triennial convocation and
you will receive all necessary and detailed information
from them.  I ask that you adhere to all deadlines set for
the Sobor.

May the Holy Spirit guide all our deliberations
and efforts during this Sobor, uniting us in “one mind and
one heart” so that all we attempt to accomplish will be
for the Glory of God and the salvation of souls.
 

With Love in our Lord,

+ Constantine, Metropolitan

April, 2010



ÊÎÍÑÒÀÍÒÈÍ,ÊÎÍÑÒÀÍÒÈÍ,ÊÎÍÑÒÀÍÒÈÍ,ÊÎÍÑÒÀÍÒÈÍ,ÊÎÍÑÒÀÍÒÈÍ,
ËÀÑÊÎÞ ÁÎÆÎÞ

ÌÈÒÐÎÏÎËÈÒ ÓÊÐÀ¯ÍÑÜÊÎ¯ ÏÐÀÂÎÑËÀÂÍÎ¯ ÖÅÐÊÂÈ
Â ÑÏÎËÓ×ÅÍÈÕ ØÒÀÒÀÕ ÀÌÅÐÈÊÈ

Óëþáëåí³ áðàòè ³ ñåñòðè ó Õðèñò³,
äóõîâåíñòâî òà ìèðÿíè íàøî¿ Ñâÿòî¿

Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â ÑØÀ:
ÑËÀÂÀ ²ÑÓÑÓ ÕÐÈÑÒÓ!

Çã³äíî Ñòàòóòó íàøî¿ Ñâÿòî¿ Óêðà¿íñüêî¿
Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â ÑØÀ, îöèì ïîâ³äîìëåííÿì
ÿ ñêëèêàþ ³ áëàãîñëîâëÿþ ñêëèêàííÿ 19 Çâè÷àéíîãî
Ñîáîðó íàøî¿ Öåðêâè. Ñîáîð â³äáóâàòèìåòüñÿ â öåíòð³
ìèòðîïîë³¿ ñâ. Àíäð³ÿ Ïåðâîçâàííîãî â Ñàâò Áàâíä
Áðóö³, Í. Äæ. ç 27 ïî 31 æîâòíÿ 2010 ðîêó Áîæîãî.
Çàñ³äàííÿ Ðàäè Ìèòðîïîë³¿ â³áóäåòüñÿ 25 æîâòíÿ, à
îäíîäåííà êîíôåðåíö³ÿ äóõîâåíñòâà â³äáóäåòüñÿ 26
æîâòíÿ íà ïåðåäîäí³ Ñîáîðó.

Íàø Ñîáîð ïðîõîäèòèìå ï³ä ãàñëîì: “Ãîñïî-
äè, áëàãîëîâè íàñë³ääÿ Òâîº!” (³ç òðîïàðÿ Õðåñòó
Ãîñïîäíüîìó). Ñàìå Õðåñò Ãîñïîäí³é º îçíàêîþ
íàøîãî ñïàñ³ííÿ òà âèì³ðîì ëþáîâ³ Áîãà äî êîæíîãî
ç íàñ. Õðåñò - “ñèëîþ Ãîñïîäà íàøîãî ²ñóñà Õðèñòà
ðîçï’ÿòîìó íà íüîìó” (³ç âå÷³ðí³õ ìîëèòîâ) ïðîãàíÿº
äèÿâîëüñüê³ ñèëè ç Ñâîãî Íàñë³ääÿ – Éîãî ëþäåé –
ïîäàþ÷è ¿ì ïåðåìîãó íàä ¿õí³ìè ãíîáèòåëÿìè
ïðîòÿãîì íåëåãêî¿ æèòòºâî¿ ìàíäð³âêè. Ìè º ïîñò³éíî
áëàãîñëîâåíí³ Áîãîì ó íàøîìó æèòò³ ³ ïîâèíí³ ç
ðàä³ñòþ ïðèéìàòè îö³ áëàãîñëîâåííÿ, àëå  ³ îäíî÷àñíî
ïîâèíí³ áóòè áëàãîñëîâåííÿì ³íøèõ íàâêîëî íàñ. Ìè
çðîñòàºìî öèìè áëàãîñëîâåííÿìè ³ çáëèæàºìîñÿ äî
Áîãà, îòîòîæíþºìîñÿ ç Íèì äî òîãî ð³âíÿ, ùî âèïðî-
ì³íþºìî ñâÿò³ñòü. Áîæèé ëþä, óñâ³äîìëþþ÷è ñâîþ
ì³ñ³þ, âåñòè ³íøèõ äî çáëèæåííÿ ç Áîãîì - äóõîâíî
çâîðóøóºòüñÿ. Â íàø³é äóõîâíîñò³, çðîñòàþ÷è â Ò³ë³
Ãîñïîäíüîìó, ìè âïëèâàòèìåìî ïîçèòèâíî íà
íàâêîëèøíº ñåðåäîâèùå. Ìè, ëþäè Áîæ³, ìîæåìî
çðóøèòè ãîðè êîòð³ ïîòðåáóþòü çäâèãó äëÿ òîãî ùîá
çðîáèòè ñóñï³ëüñòâî íàâêîëî íàñ â³äïîâ³äàëüíèì
ñóïðîòè Áîãà, Êîòðèé áëàãîñëîâëÿº íàñ.

Ïåðåä íàìè íåàáèÿê³ çàâäàííÿ öüîãî Ñîáîðó.
Ìè çíàõîäèìîñü íà æèòòºâîìó ðîçäîð³ææ³ â æèòò³
òà ³ñòîð³¿ íàøî¿ Ñâÿòî¿ Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿
Öåðêâè â ÑØÀ. Ìè çóì³ëè äîñèòü ãàðìîí³éíî
ïåðåæèòè ïåðø³ íåãîäè ñâ³òîâî¿ åêîíîì³÷íî¿ êðèçè.
Ïðîòå, òåïåð ìè çíàõîäèìîñü ïåðåä íàéá³ëüø
âàæêèìè ô³íàíñîâèìè îáñòàâèíàìè â ³ñòîð³¿ ³ñíóâà-

ííÿ íàøî¿ Öåðêâè. Ìèíóëèõ äâà ðîêè, ³ç ïîñò³éíèì
çìåíøåííÿì â ïðèáóòêàõ ç óñ³õ ìîæëèâèõ äæåðåë, çàâäàëè
³ ïðîäîâæóþòü çàâäàâàòè íåàáèÿêèõ çëèäí³â äëÿ çàáåçïå-
÷åííÿ óñï³øíî¿ ïðàö³ íàøèõ äîáðå çàðåêîìåíäîâàíèõ
ïðèöåðêîâíèõ ïðîãðàì ³ çàâäàíü, êîòð³ ìè ðîçðîáèëè
ïðîòÿãîì îñòàíí³õ 15 ðîê³â. Öå ³ º îäí³ºþ ³ç òèõ ã³ð, êîòðó ìè
ìóñèìî çäâèãíóòè ðàçîì, à öå âèìàãàòèìå äîáðî¿ âîë³,
áàæàííÿ òà íàìàãàíü íàñ óñ³õ ðàçîì.

Âàøà ó÷àñòü â óñ³õ àñïåêòàõ ïðàö³ Ñîáîðó º àáñîëþò-
íîþ ïîòðåáîþ. Âàø âíåñîê ó çì³öíåííÿ íàøî¿ Ñâÿòî¿
Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â ÑØÀ º íàäçâè÷àéíî
âàæëèâèì. Íàø³ áàòüêè, ïðàä³äè òà ïîïåðåäíèêè, êîòð³
ïðè¿õàëè äî ö³º¿ êðà¿íè áóäóâàòè íîâå æèòòÿ, áóäóâàëè éîãî
íàâêîëî ïðàâäè Ñëîâà Áîæîãî â óìîâàõ, êîòð³ áóëè íàáàãàòî
âàæ÷³ â³ä íàøèõ ç Âàìè ñüîãîäí³. Îòîæ, ñë³äóéìî ¿õíüîìó
ïðèêëàäó, æèâó÷è áëàãîñëîâåííÿì Áîæèì äëÿ òîãî ùîá
çàáåçïå÷èòè ìàéáóòíº äëÿ íàøèõ âëàñíèõ ä³òåé òà âíóê³â!

Çã³äíî Ñòàòóòó íàøî¿ Öåðêâè, âèáîðè äåëåãàò³â íà
Ñîáîð ïîâèíí³ áóòè çðîáëåí³ ï³ä ÷àñ çàãàëüíèõ çáîð³â
ïàðàô³ÿëüíèõ ãðîìàä äî ê³íöÿ ÷åðâíÿ öüîãî ðîêó, äëÿ òîãî,
ùîá äåëåãàòè ìàëè äîñòàòíüî ÷àñó ïðèãîòóâàòè ñåáå äëÿ
ïðàö³ â çàñ³äàííÿõ Ñîáîðó. Íàøå ìàéáóòíº çàëåæèòü â³ä
ó÷àñò³ ïðåäñòàâíèê³â óñ³õ ïàðàô³é. Ïåðåä-ñîáîðîâà êîì³ñ³ÿ
âæå ðîçïî÷àëà ñâîþ ðîáîòó ïðèãîòóâàííÿ äî Ñîáîðó, ³
íåçàáàðîì Âè îòðèìàºòå â³ä íèõ óñþ ïîòð³áíó ³íôîðìàö³þ
ùîäî Ñîáîðó. Çâåðàòþñü äî Âàñ ³ç ïðîõàííÿì âèêîíóâàòè
âñ³ ñâî¿ îáîâ’ÿçêè çã³äíî ïîäàíèõ äàíèõ òà äàò ïðàö³.

Íåõàé æå Äóõ Ñâÿòèé áóäå íàøèì ïðîâàäèðåì
ï³ä ÷àñ óñ³õ çàñ³äàíü Ñîáîðó, ºäíàþ÷è íàñ “ºäèíèì ðîçóìîì
òà ºäèíèì ñåðöåì”, äëÿ òîãî, ùîá âñå ùî ìè íàìàãà-
òèìåìîñü âèêîíàòè áóäå çðîáëåíî äëÿ ñëàâè Áîæî¿ òà
ñïàñ³ííÿ äóø.

Ç ëþáîâ’þ â Õðèñò³,

+Êîíñòàíòèí, ìèòðîïîëèò
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